
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ALL-CIF SOUTHERN SECTION 
RECOGNITION 

 
71st historical “tidbit.” 
Dr. John S. Dahlem 

 
Recognition of athletes in Southern California started as early as 1907, when 
sport writers would name their “All-Star” teams usually representative of the 
area covered by the local newspaper. Those “All-Southern California” teams 
would differ depending on what source you were referencing and sometime 
were contentious. In 1920, when Long Beach Poly was removed from the 
CIF Southern Section for refusing to participate in the play-offs, the “Long 
Beach Press Telegram” included Long Beach Poly football players on their 
All-Southern California Team while the “Santa Monica Outlook” did not. 
 
In 1936, the Helms Athletic Foundation started to sponsor the All-Southern 
California High School Football Team chosen by the All-Southern 
California Board of Athletics which included sport writers from throughout 
Southern California and W.R. Bill Schroeder. They paid for all the 
certificates, a banquet for the awardees, the Helms Athletic Foundation Gold 
Medal to the first team and a special award for the player of the year. 
Initially, there was a Southern California Prep School Football Banquet 
sponsored by the Kiwanis Clubs of Southern California. Basketball and track 
followed in 1938 with All-CIF Helms teams. The 1936 All Southern 
California football team even included the addresses of the players in some 
cases. You could tell what team the players were awarded (1,2,3) by the 
numbers next to their name. The “Los Angeles Times” also named an All-



Southern California Football team at the time. The “Santa Monica Evening 
Outlook” referred to Schroeder’s team as the “bakery team!” 
 
 

 



Due to financial considerations, United Savings took over the sponsorship in 
1971 still under the Helms Athletic Foundation. In 1973, Citizens Savings 
took over and in 1982 First Interstate Bank became the sponsor. 
Sponsorship changed again in 1990, when the AAF (Amateur Athletic 
Foundation) funded the awards. The AAF was the organization created with 
funds generated by the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. The AAF changed their 
name to LA84 in 2008, and they are the current presenters of the All CIF 
Southern Section Teams. 
 
Today, the All CIF Southern Section teams are chosen by sport associations 
and local advisory groups from each team sport for specific divisions of 
play. Those groups relay the chosen teams to the CIF-SS office and the 
office releases the teams to the press. The CIF-SS office staff prints the 
certificates and sends them to the schools with financial support for printing, 
postage and compilation from the LA84 Foundation. 
 
It is interesting to note that one of the nominees for the first All-CIF football 
team in 1936 was tackle Tom Bradley (later the mayor Los Angeles) from 
Los Angeles Polytechnic High School. The special bulletin announcing the 
team even gave his address (1413 E, 15th St., Los Angeles, Cal.), the system 
he played (“Warner named” after Pop Warner), and the following: Senior 
6’2” 192 lbs. Hand changing. Very fast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
The CIF-SS office has worked hard in recapturing all the ALL CIF-SS teams 
and many of the earlier All Southern California teams. Currently that 
information is on their mainframe and they hope to move it someday to the 
internet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


