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1936 State CIF Track Meet 
“Where was Muir’s Jackie Robinson?” 

Eddie Arnold hero as Muir 
                                 wins CIF State Track Title                          Arnold 

 
Jackie Robinson was an incredible athlete at Muir High School in 
Pasadena and had just won the 1936 CIF-SS Championship long jump 
competition with a distance of 23’ ¾” held at Stephens Field in Long 
Beach. Jackie starred at Muir in the sports of baseball, basketball, football 
and track. He also won the local Negro tennis tournament. The next step 
was the State CIF Track Championship held at Gridley High School. 
When “exponent classification” was the rule of the State CIF (see “Tidbit 
History #127) there were three levels of competition…A (varsity) B 
(junior varsity) and C (lower weight) determined by weight, height, age 
and year in school. Muir was the runner-up in the CIF-SS finals to Long 
Beach Wilson High School. Winning the B long jump was an incredible 
athlete by the name of Eddie Arnold who in that day was referred to, “as 
the dusty boy or negro,” won who long jumped 23’1 ¾.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Top All Time Long Jump Records in CIF-SS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Jackie Robinson Pasadena College Track and Baseball Photos 1937 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are no official records of all the prelims in each event at the 1936 State CIF 
Track Meet. Jackie Robinson is listed in the printed State program as a participant 
in the broad jump and Eddie Arnold is not listed. It was not certain as to the request 
Seth Van Patton, CIF-SS Commissioner, made to the State officials, but needless to 
say Arnold jumped and probably Jackie did not. It would seem unfair to the other 
sections for the CIF-SS contingent to have an addition athlete in an event and I am 
sure Long Beach Wilson High School from the Southern Section would be upset. 
They were possible first place finishers based on their Championship the week 
before in the CIF-SS Finals and their finish as runner up to Muir in the Gridley 
Union High School State finals. Cost of travel (gas, money, etc.,) to the meet was a 
concern and Jackie would have added to those expenses. It appears that Eddie 
Arnold, the true hero of the State Meet, went to the State Championship as he had 
the superior length in the broad jump during the season over Jackie 23’2” to 23 ¾.” 
Plus, Arnold ran the relay at State and Muir place second in that event. 
Jackie, with his multi-sport talents, was probably already engaged in another sport 
at the end of May 1936, tired of being referred to as “Dusty” in the press and time 
to move on. 
 

EDDIE ARNOLD STAR OF THE 1936 STATE CIF MEET  -  1936 


