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(Information for this 120th tidbit came from personal interviews, research of State and Southern Section CIF 

historical files, A History of the California Interscholastic Federation by William W. Russell and historical 

newspaper articles.) 

 

 

 
Title IX, clause of the 1972 Federal Education Amendments, signed into law on 

June 23, 1972, stated that “no person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, 

be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be subjected 

to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal 

financial assistance.” 

Although Title IX applies to a variety of programs, it received the most attention 

for its impact on athletics, especially at the collegiate level. By 1977, women in 

athletics, especially at the high school level, felt that enough was not being done in 

the area of athletic opportunities for young girls. In the State of California there 

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Amendments
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/topic/discrimination-society
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/collegiate


was still much angst by those who had been a part of the Girls Athletic Association 

(G.A.A.) and did not want the males running the girls’ sports programs. The State 

CIF, prior to the passage of Title IX, had always been proactive for participation of 

girls in “interscholastic” sports and held Championship events solely for girls prior 

to 1972. Unfortunately, in 1977, a suit was brought against the State Department of 

Education and the CIF because of discrimination based on sex. The main factors 

were availability of girl’s championship events, equal pay for women and equal 

athletic facilities. The CIF could not address the problems with pay and facilities as 

those rested solely with School Districts who were governed by state law and the 

California Department of Education. 

 

Wilson Riles, the California Superintendent of Public Education, seemed to lack 

knowledge of the State CIF and set about in 1980-1981 to take over complete 

control of high school athletics which has been in control of the CIF since its 

founding in 1914. In his first meeting with the State CIF Commission Tom Byrnes 

and CIF attorney Andrew Patterson, Riles stated, “…I am going to take over the 

control of high school sports in California.” Commissioner Byrnes, a former star 

football player, told him that is never going to happen, and the battle was on. 

 

Tom Byrnes, along with others to be discussed in this tidbit, got to work and 

fought hard to not allow the State Department of Education to take over California 

Interscholastic sports and were able, with the passage of Senate Bill 19, to keep 

sports governance at the local level. Commissioner Byrnes felt the real hero is this 

fight was Tustin School Superintendent Maury Ross who was able to bring 

together other state school district personnel, local politicians and women who 

believed in the governance of the CIF. The CIF also increased the number of girls’ 

sports, were proactive in providing women leadership positions, and added 

exclusively women administrator posts to Section Council voting positions. Marie 

M. Ishida became the State CIF Commissioner (2001-2012) and began the process 

of being sure all the Sections had the same By-laws as much as possible and 

continued to address the complaints of the 1977 lawsuit. 
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