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PHYLLIS BLATZ 

Early Leader in the Girls’ Sports Movement 

 
In the early 1970’s Phyllis Blatz became one of the foremost leaders in the establishment of 

girls’ sports in the CIF-SS. She went onto to a distinguished career that fought against the 

antiquated belief that girls should not compete on an equal basis with the boys.     

 

 

 

    
                                                                                  Phyliss as a student at Chaffey 

              High School 

                                     1952 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           
                           G.A.A. (Girls Athletic Association) 

                           photo from Chaffey High School in the 

                                      early 1950’s  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phyliss as a student at the University of California 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chaffey High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chaffey High School 1975 Yearbook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Phyllis Arline Blatz – August 25, 2007 – Obituary 

 
Phyllis A. Blatz, teacher and mentor to hundreds of students and physical education 

teachers, passed away August 4, 1957 after a courageous battle with ovarian cancer. 

Phyllis was born in Pasadena and raised in the Pomona Valley area, graduating from 

Chaffey High School in 1952. After earning her B.A. degree in Physical Education from 

UC Berkeley, she began teaching in La Puente, moved on to Sonoma Valley USD, and 

returned to teach at her alma mater from 1959-88. While at Chaffey she was 

Department Chair, Girls Athletic Director and served as a master teacher and mentor 

teacher. During this time, she became an active member of the California Association for 

Health, Physical Education, Recreation and Dance (CAHPERD), where, among other 

positions she served as Chair of the Girls and Women in Sport section and later as 

CAHPERD President. In the early 1970's she was instrumental in convincing the 

California Interscholastic Federation (CIF) to begin sanctioning sports for high 

school girls for the first time. The struggle to gain equity for girls and women in 

sport under Title IX remained a top priority throughout her career. She was the first 

high school teacher to be elected President of the National Association for Girls and 

Women in Sport, was a founding member of the Calif. Women Coaches Academy, was a 

charter member of the Women's Sports Foundation and a member of the Western 

Society for Physical Education of College Women. In 1988, Phyllis left high school 

teaching to become Executive Director of CAHPERD where she remained until her 

retirement in 1999. She received numerous professional awards at the local, state and 

national levels, culminating in a CAHPERD Exemplary Leadership Award named in her 

honor. Since "retiring,” she had been a Lecturer and Field Work (Student Teaching) 

Supervisor for CSU Dominguez Hills and CSU Long Beach. Phyllis will be remembered by 

everyone she touched for her warm and caring attitude, her wise and creative 

professionalism, and her exemplary administrative skills. She is survived by numerous 

cousins, her longtime partner, Beverly Stunden, and many, many friends.  

 

 


