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SMALL AND BIG CIF-SS FOOTBALL VENUES 
Sorrells’s Front Yard (Bill Tulk Field) – Shoshone, Death Valley… “Small” 

Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum … “Big” 

 

 

 
 

On July 31, 1957, in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum, the largest crowd (85,931) to ever 

witness a high school football game in California saw the North dominate the South in the 6th 

annual Shrine football game. The largest football venues in California were the Rose Bowl and 

the Coliseum which could both hold close to 100,000 spectators (largest crowd ever to watch a 

high school game was 115,000 at Soldier Field in Chicago – 1937). 

The CIF-SS has always been proud of the number of schools in their membership and the fact 

that both large and small schools can participate in interscholastic competition. Currently, with 

over 585 schools in the CIF-SS, the largest school has over 4,000 students and the smallest 15 

students. In 1944, the Death Valley High School “Scorpions” opened in the Shoshone, California 

desert. The population has fluxuated over the years from a high of 70 students to a current 

population of around 15 students. From 1968 to 1985 Death Valley H.S. (Academy) played 

football in the 8-man division against schools like Indian Springs, Big Pine, Owen Valley and 

Lee Vining (sometimes playing those schools two times a season in the Hi-Lo League). Travel 

was not easy as the distance to Lee Vining is 285 miles with a six-hour drive one way. 

Unfortunately, due to current low attendance, the Academy is not fielding athletic teams. The 

school covers an area of 4,200 square miles in the Death Valley National Monument area. Susan 

Sorrells inherited the town of Shoshone when her mother Bernice died…close to 1,000 acres. 

Her grandfather was a mule-team freighter and started Shoshone’s first business. Susan attended 

Smith College, UCLA and has returned to her home to revitalize the community and make 

Shoshone a blend of the old and new. 

                                 Bill Tulk Football Coach at Death Valley H.S. 

 



 

Susan Sorrells 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
During the time that Death Valley H.S. fielded a football team it was often difficult to find a 

suitable field with grass in the desert conditions. The Death Valley H.S. Scorpions used the 

Sorrells’s front yard to play their 8-man football games which were played on an 80 X 40-yard 

makeshift field with a temporary bleacher holding up to 75 fans. Baseball, track and other sports 

were also played on the grass field just southeast of the Sorrells’s home. The field was later 

named Bill Tulk Field in honor of the football coach at Death Valley High School. Games were 

played in the afternoon and the locals would pull up in their cars and park right by the field. 

Everyone enjoyed the competition and the town took a great deal of pride in their team. The 

Sorrells’s home was a Richard Neutra classic home referred to as a “three generation home.” The 

first graduates of Death Valley H.S. were in the class of 1946 and at their 50th Reunion (1996) all 

the members were present…all two (2) of them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Team photo from 1975 and game photos from the 1969/1972 Death Valley High School Yearbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sept. 13, 1973 

“Los Angeles Times” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sorrells’s residence in Shoshone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking out front window towards playing field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Looking from playing field into the home 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                             

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special thanks to Ethel Messer Shoshone Museum and Superintendent Jim Copeland, Death 

Valley Unified School District, for their historical help. 


