
HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIA 
INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION 

SOUTHERN SECTION 
 
Note date of 1913 
 
51st historical “tidbit.” 
Dr. John S. Dahlem 
                                                                                        Early logo of the CIFSS 
                                                                                               (no founding date on the logo) 
 

THE CIF SOUTHERN SECTION LOGOS 
 

The official date of the first CIF-SS logo is not known. The first logo found 
was 1927 on a medal…which is the same one that appeared on the official 
CIF-SS letterhead stationary in 1934. The original logo appeared on all the 
awards given to CIFSS athletes in the 1930’s and still appeared in that 
format until the 1990’s. Prior to the inception of the logo, the CIFSS just 
used the name of the organization for specific sporting. The initial CIF-SS 
logo was copied from the State CIF logo with SO. SECTION added to the 
logo. 
 

First appearance of a State logo in 1917  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The use of the term C.I.F. did not become popular until around 1920, as 
indicated in this “Los Angeles Times’ article dated November 27, 1920: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The first CIFSS logo was very similar to the State CIF logo: 
                    State CIF logo (note 1913 date)                              CIF-SS 1931 
                (added word 
         Founded)   
 
 
 
 
 



Letterhead from 1934 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There have been many different styles of medals, but they all basically used 
a form of the original design with the mountains, sun, bear, hurdle, high 
jump bars and discus thrower. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
A modernization in 1974 occurred where the logo was now different from 
that found on medals. The new logo was underwritten by Bruce Hopping of 
the Kalos Kagathos Foundation. That logo was finally registered with the 
Federal Trade Commission in October, 1987.  
 
 
 
 
 
CIFSS logo from 1975 to 1997 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In 1987-1988, a special logo was prepared for the 75th Anniversary of the 
CIFSS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In 1998, the CIFSS decided on a new logo: 
 
 
 
 
CIFSS logo from 
  1998 to 2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sponsorships became an important factor for the CIFSS from the 1980’s on 
and it was the belief that the logo had to be changed. The following logo 
came on board in 2001: 
 
 
 
 
CIFSS logo from 
   2001 to 2004 
 
 
 
 
The current logo was created in 2005 and often is depicted in different 
colors:  
 
 
 
 
 
    CIFSS logo 
  2005 to present 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  (2007-2008) CIF State logo: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The  (2007-2008) CIFSS logo found on the web page in color: 
 



 
 
 
 (2007-2008) sport specific logos that include corporate sponsorship: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Logos for the 100th Anniversary 
 

 
 

Collection of logos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


