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111th historical “tidbit.”
Dr. John S. Dahlem

1936
Ted Williams |

1936
Jack Rohinson

POMONA 20-30 BASEBALL TOURNAMENT
Jack (“Jackie”) Robinson vs. Ted Williams in High School — 1936

Pomona Baseball
Coach
Stan Acres

Information for this “tidbit” was gleaned from:

Scott Schroeder, Historian

Jim McConnell, “Pomona Progress-Bulletin”

Fred Clair, “Pomona Progress-Bulletin” Editor

Shav Glick, Author

Allan Lagumbay, Pomona Public Library

Bill Nowlin, Author, The Kid

Rick Smith, San Diego Historian

Articles from the Pomona Progress-Bulletin 1930°s

CIF-SS holdings including video of the 1938 Championship Game

One of the best overall summaries of the tournament is written by Jim McConnell:

McConnell: Pomona Tourney was Historic
Jim McConnell, who writes a weekly Then & Now column, writes about the
disappearance of the Pomona Elks baseball tournament - 2009

Unfortunately, the tournament is no more. For its final 40 years, the tourney was run by the Pomona Elks
Lodge. The lodge is also no more. It is sad that something so much a part of the Valley’s sporting scene
has disappeared from view. But the membership of the lodge grew old, retired, moved away and died.
There just wasn’t anyone left to man the tourney.

With its 32-team field and utilization of several sites, the tourney was definitely manpower intensive. It all
began in the spring of 1933, when Pomona High baseball coach Stan Acres was able to sell members of
the Pomona 20-30 Club on the idea. The event started with an eight-team field, but quickly grew. At its
height, the tourney boasted a 48-team field, attracting most of the top high school baseball teams in
Southern California.

By the time the Pomona Elks Lodge took over sponsorship, in 1962, the tourney was a staple of the
Southland sports scene. How big was it? Well, by 1935 it was big enough to attract Will Rogers as the
keynote speaker at its pre-tourney banquet, and California Governor Frank Merriam to throw out the first



ball. The 1935 Pomona Tournament was indeed historic. At Acres’ urging, the Muir Tech team was
invited to the tournament. This meant the presence of “colored” players in the tourney, and in Pomona, for
the first time. So, long before he broke the major league’s color line, Jackie Robinson was a pioneer in
race relations. Still, in a sign of the times, while all the other players on the other teams were housed for
the tourney in Pomona, Robinson was not. He had to travel back and forth from Pasadena to Pomona
each day of the five-day event.

More remarkably, probably the two most influential players of the post-Babe Ruth Era, Robinson and Ted
Williams, were key players in the 1936 tourney.

Muir Tech and San Diego Hoover met in the consolation finale at Pomona High, with Hoover prevailing 8-
7. In that game, Hoover’s Williams hit a 450-foot home run and Robinson had three hits and stole home.
The press account of that game, in the Pomona Progress-Bulletin, is believed to be the first time a sports
writer (in this case, David Meiklejohn) mentioned how worthy Robinson was of a major league contract,
were it not for the color of his skin.

In many ways, the 1936 tourney may have been the biggest high school sporting event ever held in
Southern California.

On the rosters of the 24 teams entered in the tournament were no less than 10 future major leaguers, and
45 future professional players. In addition to Robinson and Williams, the tourney included Monrovia’s
Johnny Lindell, Glendale’s Bob Dillinger, El Centro’s Bob Elliott, Citrus’ Red Embree, Long Beach Poly’s
Chuck Stevens and Jack Brewer and Santa Barbara’s Bill Lillard.

Interestingly, the best team in the 1935 field — San Diego High — failed to produce a major leaguer. It did,
however, produce a dozen future pros. And it won the tournament.

By 1935, the city of Pomona had gotten behind the tourney, 100 percent. The city’s restaurants provided
free meals to the players. Town folk opened up their homes for players to sleep over. The championship
game was broadcast by a local radio station. And Mickey Rooney was recruited from Hollywood to throw
out the first ball at the championship game. Actually, Rooney was filling in for another MGM star who
couldn’t make it that day — Clark Gable.

The tourney program from 1935 has become quite a collectors’ item. Even more historic is a panoramic
photo taken of all the players in the tourney, prior to the first game at Pomona High. There is Williams,
smiling in his Hoover uniform, and only a few rows over a serious-looking Robinson, in his Muir Tech
togs. Both appear younger than springtime, images of greatness caught early.

The tourney’s collection of baseball talent soon had scouts flocking to the event. By the late 1940s, it was
not unusual to see scouts from virtually every major league and Pacific Coast League team in attendance
at the tourney. The trend continued well into the 1990s. By that time, baseball coaches from most
Southland colleges would also be on hand.

The Pomona tournament became an Easter week ritual in the Valley. Eventually, over 150 future
major leaguers played in it, including Hall of Famers Robinson, Williams, Ralph Kiner (Alhambra),
Duke Snider (Compton), Eddie Mathews (Santa Barbara), Dick Williams (Pasadena), Bob Lemon
(Long Beach Wilson) and Rollie Fingers (Upland).

Also playing in the tournament were future football stars Glenn Davis (Bonita), Pet Scharbarum (Covina)
and Anthony Munoz (Chaffey). Even future NBA All-Star Greg Ballard (Garey) played, along with future
major league umpires Ed Runge (San Diego) and Dana DeMuth (Chaffey).

Among current major leaguers, Jason Giambi (South Hills) and Mark Kotsay (Santa Fe) are proud
“graduates” of the Pomona Tournament. Unfortunately, they are the last of the breed.

Ralph Kiner Dick Williams Rollie Fingers
Alhambra Pasadena Upland

UPLAND
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Coach: Bill Wolfe
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The CIF-SS was very interested in the tournament as indicated in their “Monthly
Bulletin” of May 1938:
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THE POMONA BASEBALL TOURNAMENT

The Sivch Annuval Invitationsl Baseball Touz-
nament sponsored by the Pomona High School
and tanaged by the Pomons 20-30 Clab, was
Licdd in Pomona and vicinity Thursday. Friday
and Samurday, April 14.16.

The 1933 tournament, the first of the series,
was a success and sach year the tournament haz
gotten bigger and better. The one just held
was the biggest and best of the Pomona Tourns-
ments. We think there i3 lide guestion that
it was the biggest and best baschall tournament
ever held,

Forty-eight teams were entered. They came
from San Diego on the south to Bakersfield,
Tafr and Son Luis Obispo on the nosth. In no
other actvity of the C.LF. schools, excepr our
Annpai Track and Field Meet, do =0 many
schools take part or so many boys compete. The
set up for the tournmment bad been carelully
worked cut, Lverything maved with dock-like
precizion. The fields ware in fine shape. The
officiating waz excellent. EBven the weather man
was on his best behavior, These things zll heiped
to make the affair the great suceess that it was.

Long Beach Poly. High School won the
Chasnpionship round and Compron High Schoal
won the Consoladon round. Both teams played
fine hall and deserved to win.

In February, 1933, when 3 rumor reached the
C. L F. Office that a group of youg fellows in
Pomona were planning 10 put on o baseball
sournamnent we asked the Fxecutive Committes
what antftude was to be assumed rowasd the
proposal. The Executive Committee made up
at that time of Mr. HL ]. Moore, Mrz, F, W,
Oliver and Mr. Kinter 1 were unani-
mons in the opinion that the project was not
feasible and we were directed not ro grant 3
sancrion for the tournament.

Mr. Patrick Dennis Ahearn of the 2030 Club,
whn claimed that the tournament idez was his
brain child, visited the CLE. Office and plead
for an opportunity to place the master hefore
the Executive Commirtee. e was directed (o
appear at the next Executive Committes mieet-
ing. He brought with him Mr. Howard Rep-
nojds and Mr. Adolph Scloman.

The thres young men were good salezmen and
R sanction was granted for the first tournament
providing the Pomona Iligh School would spon-
sor the activity aad :n;: responsthility for its

' managemens. Executive Comunittze
z:zp:lcanvinud thas Mr. Ahearns had not had
a brain storm instead of a bram child, but as
bazebzll in Southern Californiz high whools
seemed about “on its last le it was reasoned
that no particular hasm could come to the CLF,
if the tournament was a fop.

The banguet for the boys and coaches the
evening of the first day of the tournament has

suave hern a headliner. Tn 1032 the imnmneral

Will Rogers gave' the boys = full hour of che
bese fun and entertainment any crowd of bopy
cver had. For the past three years Joo F,
Brown and Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz have fur.
nished & major pars of the entertainment ar the
hanquet, The banquet was held dhe first (wa
years in the men’s dining hall ar Pomona Col.
lege. It out-grew this room and was moved tn
the Pomona Women's Club. This year it had 1o
he moved 1o larger quarters and was taken 1o
the dining reom at the Los Angeles Counry

Fair Ground. Thursday evening, April 12, near. -

ly 700 men and bove enjoyed a fine meal |

together.  Sheriff Biscailuz, Joe E. Brown and
others put on an hour of fun and enteriain.
ment that will be long remembered by every-
one who was present.

Friday morning, April 13, the General Milly,
Tnc., makers of the breakfost food “Wheaties”,
furnished breakfase for all the boys at the grand.
stand on the Pomona High School ground.
They also gave a case of “Wheaties" 10 cach boy
who got a home run during the zournsmene

The Halmz Athletic Foundation, the Tos An.
geles and the Hollywood teams from the Pa.
cific Coust Baseball Laague, cach contributed
this year to the fund for paying the umpires
The officiating was good throughour. Ia the
final gamo three Tos Angeles City schoolmen,
Jim Bradfard, John Muir Jr. High; Tony Gal.
ido, Roosevelt High, and Ray Smith. Jocdan
High, officiated. The work was done in “big
league™ style.

The tournament has been a life saver for
high sclicol baseball in Southern Californis,
Tr may ncvee become world famous like the
New Year's game in the Rose Bowl, bue it will
doubrless for & fong time be Like the Rose Bowl
game the gresiest athletic event in s class.

Box score of the fisal game
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History of the Tournament

by FRED CLAIRE
Progress-Bulletin Sports Editor

The year was 1933 and the depression was on.
High schools were forced to cut their budgets and
many were eliminating baseball, the national past-
time,

In Pomona, however, baschall had a solid sup-
porter in  high school principal IHenry P,
Reynolds, A young Pomona High baseball coach
named Stan Acres also belieyed the depression
shouldn't mean the end of baseball.

Another young fellow who was against the death
of baseball was Dennis (Pat) Ahern, who had
been = student manager of athletic tcams for
Acres at Pomona High and in 1933 was attending
Pomona Junior College.

Looking for a way to give baschall & helping
hand, Ahern and Acrce hit upon the idea of =
lournasment.

The cnergetic young Ahern took the idea to the
CIF, the governing body of high schools. The CIF
met the idea with a cold shoulder, stating it wasn't
logical in times of depression. Besides, there never
had been a high school baseball tournument in
Southern California and only & few clsewhere in
the country.

Ahern, however, was given permission lo take
the proposal to the excutive committee of the CIF.
Ahern and Reynolde made a strong pitch before
the executive commiliee. The committee agreed
to grant a sanction for the first tournament pro-
viding Pomona High School would sponsor the
activity and accept the responsibility for its
management,

Baseball in Southern California scemed on its
last legs and il was rcasoned that no particular
herm could come to the CIF if the tournament was
a flop.

The first invitational baseball tour was
held on a weckend, May 5 and 6, 1933, It was
sponsored by the Pomona 20-30 Club, of which
Ahermn was a8 member, and Pc High.

This year's tournsment is the 28th annual. It's
co-sponsored by the Elks Lodge of Pomona, which
obtained the event under the leadership of Exalted
Ruler Lew Greeman, and Pomona High.

The 20-30 Club won't have a hand in this year's
tournament. It had sponsored the evenl up to
1960 except in the war vears of 1943-44.45. No
tournament was held in 1943 while the city rec-
reation department took over the event in 1944
and 1945, The Kiwania Club of Grester Pomona
sponsored the tournament the past two years

Only one tournament has been rained out, in
[958, with only a [ew games played.

No lournament in the country can claim as many *

participants who have gone on lo masjor league
fame as the Pomona event. The list includes the
likez of Duke Snider, Jackie Robinson, Vern
Stephens, Bob Skinner, Eddie Mathews, Ted
Williame, Del Crandall, Don Larsen, Ewell Black-
well, Johnny Lindell, Ralph Kiner and last year's
“Rookic of the Year” in the National League, Ken
1lubbs. This barley scratches the surface,

Pomona's pride, of course, is its own Marty
Keough, now wit' Cincinnati. Pomona High also
produced Bill Singm, who pitched the Red Devils
to their only tourney championship in 1961 when
he defeated Glendale 8-0) with = one-hit per-
formance, Singer is one of the most prized youny
pitchers in the Los Angelez Jodger organization,

The first tournament in 1933, with Ahren as the
dircotor, attracted 28 tcams., Entry wise, the
tournament reached its peak in 1938 and 1939
when 48 teams competed sach year,

There are 32 teame in the tournament this year,
and Glendale High will be defending the
championship title after defcating Pasadena 5-3
in Iaat season’s finals.

Glendale has been in the linals the pust three
peare. The Dynamiters beat Pomona High for the
title in 1960, and lost to the Red Devils in 1961
before regaining lhe crown last year

This yvear the tourncy officials arc paving tribute
to Stan res, o man who played a big part in
starting the tourney in 1933 and who had coached
Pomona High baschall teams since 1928 before
retiring as & coach at the end of last season.

STAN ACRES
Honerary Tournament Chairman

The 20-30 Club was created as a service and leadership club for young men. It was
also referred to as the Active 20-30 Club International.

In April 1936, Commissioner Patten stated, “...that if the Pomona Tournament had
not come along, baseball would be on its way out in Southern California.” He was
skeptical of the tournament at first and was astounded in the early success and was
pleased to note that other areas in Southern California were copying the format
including the San Diego area.



This short April 1936 article from the “Progress-Bulletin” is indicative of the

fervor for the tournament: »
_l__...’u DAVE nnm.uonu_____l

© It was’ a day iIn hbntary 19“.
“and not an unusual-day; in fact if
the birdies were twirping nobody
‘in Stan Acres' history class at Po-
‘fona high school gave heed; for
news had ‘Just been recelved that
the Citrus Belt league had, -in
august council, declded to drop
baseball. -

‘Stan Acres was greatly concerned,
because besides delighting in dates
whioh few of his students could re-
member, his heart and thoughts al-
ready were beginning ,to drift to
the baseball diamond, where heo
Tuled the roost as head coach.

One of his students that day was
Denis -(Pat) Ahern, perennial atu-
dent, who was being kept after
school because he - couldn't recall
the exact date and hour when Rubg
Waddell was signed by Connie
Mack's "Athletics. .

“*“RBother this trash,” remarked
Acres unacademlcally, throwing a
brand new copy of “The Truth of
Why Rome Burned,” out the near-
eat window.

“Now, Denls,"” he continued, "I
want you to tell me what we're go-
ing to do about baseball; that s,
how we are going to do without it.”

If it had been a question of the
“Rise and Fall of the Greek Em-
pire"—a question which he can
answer glibly today as a promotor
of wreatlers—Ahern at that time
would have drawn a flunk. But on
baseball, he was prepared.

“Say,"” he sald, "all these schools |
have Invitational ping pong, bas- |
ketball tournaments, track meets,
relay meets, swimming meets, why
the—pardon me, professor!—can’t
we have an invitational baseball
tournament?”

And so they dld and are.

¢




Gov. Merriam, Film Notables
will Boost ‘Big Invztattonal

Honor Guest_

. %' s
P SN --‘d—-_

GOVERNOR
RIAM brings to the tourna-
ment this year Its greatest ree-
ognition when he sppears Bat-
urtdny for the chumplonship
game- to throw the first ball,
Particlpating also in the “hig
game" opening ceremontes will
be Irvin §, Cobb, writer and film
nctor, nod Mickey Rooney, boy
comoldy star,

1935

FRANK MER-

: L

others, will participate in events

Addmccolottod»emamm connection with the fourth anfual
toumnament, several motables, including Covemor Merriam, Irvin S.
Cobb, Joe E. Brown; Mickey Rooney, Sheriff Eugene Biscailuz, and
Thursday evening and Saturday. after-
noon. Joe E. Brown wil be the principal spuker at the Thunday mgbl

fellowship banquet in the Ebell
clibhouse, with Sheriff Biscailuz
and~their two sons also gucsts of |

the, 20-30 club for that occasion.
Two years ago WIIl Rogers ap-
peared as speaker at the banquet,
and gave a never-to-be.forgotten
performance, and In obtalning
Brown the club ls Keeping up the
tradition of getting outstanding
figures In thoe entertalnmént world
for thelr feature dinner, which
comits after completion of the first
round, when all players are on
hand for the occazion

A sports  enthusiast  In - many
fields. Joe E. Hrown's first Jove 18
baseball. Many of his ocomedies
have had & basoball background and
In one way or, another he alweye
has been Interested in promotion of

they will have a real friend speak-
Ing to them on thelr favorite sub-
Joct. Sheriff Blascatlux han been 8
strong booster for the tournament
from the very beginning. and hasn't

the first Invitational,

“Howdy" Reynolds, now In the
real eatate business near Hollywood,
Is responsible for the entertainment
arrangements. having been cnter-
tninment chalrman for the first two
tournaments sponsorcd herd,  For

e e

o Throw the Mirst bull in the cham—1 &
pionship game Saturday, and Irvin
8. Cobb, famous author and NOilm
actor, together Wit Mitkeyv_Rooney;
boy actor, have concented to help
Lthe governor

News flashen of the tournameant
will be taken by Henrst-Metrotone
News Thursday afternoon at 1
p'clock and on Baturday for the
Jioal game _snd these—wili-be dis«
“FIbhutES - Hhruowt-the-Uied - Stiios.

the game; so -that the hoyve Know ).

missed one of the banquets since

THRU THF biggest human
“yup" Inm to history, or the

E—Brown - will
49C bO-Attho l.'.bcll

Besides Joe, his son
and Sherif Eugerne Biscalluz
—and-his son- will - NM&-&&-.
the bnnquct

| banquet,




“Chart Shows ‘Lineup’ For Tournament Cames
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For starting times of all Thursday moring and afterncon games as listed above, see adjoining tournament story, listing games,,
. How to read the above chart: Legend of the fields: “A" field is the north diamond aat Pomona high school; B field is the south
diamond at-Pomona high school; “'C'" field is the Spanish-American field at Main street and Grand avenue; ‘D" field is the Frenont ju-
nior high school field; “LV" refers’to the LaVeme college field; “Lin™ refers to the Lincoln grammar school diamond in LaVeme; “BO"
refers to the Bonita high school diamond in LaVerne; “"PC" refers to the, Pomona college diamond in Claremont,

The tournament committee announces that Pomona high school will play on the high school diamond whethier it winy or-loses in-the first
round; so that the field will be changed accordingly in event of a loss by the Red Devils on Thursday morning. In other words, if Pomona
defeats Compton it plays the winner of the Citrus-Escondido game on the south diamond at 8:30 Friday moming; if Pomona loses to Comp-

ton it plays the first consolation bracket game against the loser of the Citrus-Escondido game on the B diamond instead of at Pomona col-
lege, the two winners being nssigned to Pomona college field instead. =

(1936 Bracket)

Mickey Rooney ‘

Will Rodgers

Sheriff Biscailuz




Muir Tech High School - 1935
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Front row-far right  Shortstop “Jack Robinson

Muir Tech High School — 1936
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Catcher Jack Robinson 2" row....2" from left



San Diego Hoover High School
Pitcher and outfielder Ted Williams - 1935 at Pomona Tournament

Hoover team at Pomona Tournament, Ted Williams in center, rear.

Pitcher and outfielder Ted Williams - 1936

Hoover High Cardinals, 1936. Left to right: First row: Todd (Mgr.), Siraton, Douthit, Delauer, Nieumiester, Bell, Oliver,
Mitchell, Collins (Mgr.). Second row: Coach Caldwell, Johnson, Ballinger, Monsees, Curtis, Ondler, Villarino, Bennett, Fraim
(Mgr.). Third row: Brown (Mgr.), Engle, McBurnie, Williams, Bickerton, Means, Helm, Highley (Mgr.)



In 1935, Ted Williams led the Cardinals of San Diego Hoover High battling .466
as a pitcher and center fielder. In 1936, he hit a home run that went through an
adjoining baseball field during a game in which Jack Robinson was playing. He
made the All-Tournament team in 1936. Unfortunately, they got his name wrong in
the write-up:

Led by Big Bill Willlams, pitcher
and.outfielder, Herbert Hoover high
Cardinals from San Diego rang up
‘another record score in defeating
South Pasadena high, 13 to 1, In
a semli-final consolation round
game. The lanky Hoover star
smacked two home runs and &
‘single in the six-inning game, hurl-
ed some of the game and then
rested for the final contest this af-
ternoon. The score’

RHE

South Pasadena . 000 100— 1 3 6

Herbert Hoover 011 1-10—13 11 4

Parmenter and Van Essen; Wil-
liams, Oliver and Engle,




Jack “Jackie” was a shortstop in the 1935 20-30 Pomona Tournament and received
a special award for his base stealing prowess. He was called the “steal of the
tournament” as he “pilfered” 11 bases. Even with his base stealing prowess he did
not make the first or second All Tournament Team. He was named All Tournament
In 1936 as a catcher. It is interesting to see how they referred to the first black
player in the tournament:

Base Stealing Profitable

Base-stealing feats of Jack
“S8moky” Robinson, catcher, supplied
Mulc Technica! gl €t o7 Pasa ..
dena with two runs and the margin
of victory in a 4 to 3 battle agalinst
Coach Ted Gorrell's Covina Colts in
an early morning champlonship
round game t6day. Robinson stole
five bases in the six-inning game,
boosting his total for the tourna-
ment to six, which tops the fleld.
He was the champlon sack snatcher
of last year's tourney when Tech
went to the final game against long
Beach. In the third Inning, Robin-
son stole home. Keene and Nichols
supplied the punch for the Colts,
Keene hitting a home run in the
first, Nicholx a tripte to score Keene
in the fourth. The scorg:

_ BN __E
AR o 100 200—3 4 4
Mulr Tech 101 101 —4 5 y 4

Batteries: Nichols and Perso-
nette; Doolan and Robinson.
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Seth Van Patten, CIF-SS Commissioner, throwing at the first ball in 1938.




“Big bat” during opening ceremonies — 1938
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Long Beach Poly Winners of 1938 Tournament




1934

Prep Baseball Dead? According to These 300 Youngsters Gathered at | Pomona the Horaehtd’e Sport Iy a Mighty Lively (,arpse

From ov Cuaia WMem, tor damond tlin renmead Inis Fomons yewierday lor 1he three.day bassball
tewtivnl. mn«mkylk:ox"lh.mamnmn: Atmr\lmnu e uba In h Iand wad Lh! ne piion tg u
phota take n N lh M an Algh Babool indicates, The budding atars wwro dined Jasl night al Fumoca Coliege, £ A Stuart donmind the tOphy 106 the comperionn. WHEh mus be wo! " #cing 3 sr:’r-:m':,\ mxm::q t‘\l nr 'fc:"w ‘, ¥ o 'fj.' - ‘?h

Last Thursday evening 1 heard the
leader of the Pomona 20-30 ¢lub give
reasons why his club i< again sponsor-
ine a bascball tournament for high
school teams.  “We huve seen the na-
tional pastime dying in our schools
If this condition continues the death
of baschall as an American sport 1s
only a matter of time,  Our tourna-
ments huve been the means of re-
creating interest in baseball in a num-
hoer of schools as well as providing a
competitive series for the boys who
profit in sportsmanship and better
citizenship. The American Legion
has long recognized the neced for jun-
ior bascball and last year fostered
teams throughout the nation which
registered a total of approximately
500,000 boys of 16 years and under. |
The American and National leagues,
|rc-cognizinu the value of the Legion'
'junior baseball program, contribute
large sums of monecy annually for its|
perpetuation. As a member of the
Legion 1 commend the program of the
l’umonn 20-30 club and wish these
)m('n success in their undertak-|
ing. :



Mythical 20-30 Pomona All Star Team
1933-1982

1933 to 1982
POMONA TOURNAMENT HAS OFFERED 50 YEARS OF THRILLS

By Jim McConvell
Asst. Sports Editor
Pombna Yroagress dulletin

The year was 1933, It was a tim¢ before a war was won, 3 war was
tied, 2 war was lost, A time befors anyone thouaht of changing their
name ... or their sex. A time when the valley was a simpler plsce, dotted
with orange groves (nstead of froeways.

In the spring of that year, Pomona Righ Schoel coach Stan Acres and
local sports promoter Pat- Ahern were bemoaning the fact that there was
nothing for local high school students to do during the Easter week break.
The two hit on the idea of a baseball tournament and the rest, ag they say, is
history.

And what 2 history! Through thie years, thousands of prep athletes
have had & chence to show their stuff on the basebsll diowond during the
Pomons Tournamesnt, Sponsers Zor the tournsy have changed through the ye=ars,
firer che Popena 20-30 Club, then the Kiwanlis, then the current sponsor,
Pomons Elks Lodge No. 789. Howewver, one thing has remsfnred consistznl ...
the tourney #nnually has provided farz with outstsnding baseball.

Three yoars Leek, this writer sat down with Stan Acres and had s great
time relfviny wicth Scan some of the highlights of past tourncya. Reluctancly,
Stén agreesd te name an £ll-time all-cournecy Ceam, .

Being the type of man he was, Stan wanted to make sure no ¢ne deserving
wse left off the tesm, Thus our lictle chat desveloped into 3 six hour session
of bascball nama-dropping, but the finsl resuit proved to be most Interescing.

Stan cams up with a 9 man team which, undoubtedly, could competc with
any other haseball team ever azsembled, even the 1327 H.Y. Yankcea, Here
{e Stsn's all-time Fomore Tourndmenl team:

Cetching -- Del Crandall, the former Milwaukee Braves star {now munaging
at Albuguergue in the PCL) who played in the tourney for Fullertem digh in
the late 1940's.

Firsz Base =-- Dee Fondy, who went from playing in the tourney for San
Bernardino lligh to the mejor leagues with the Cubs, Pirates and Reds in the
1650s.

Second Begse == Kenny Hubbs, 8 star at Colton Bigh and 2 star with the
Chicage Cubs wha set major lesgue {felding tecords fa the <arly 1960s.
Trapically, Hubbs lost his 1ife In #a slcplane crash in che prime of his
basebsall carcer.



Shortstop -- Jackie Robinson, Fasadena High to UCLA to the Brooklyn
Dodgers to basebsll's tiall of Fame. The man who broke the color barrier
in the major leagues, snd the man who Acres said was the greatest cowpetitor
he ever saw.

Third Base == Eddie Mathews, Santa Barbsrs Righ to the Braves apd to
the Hall of Fame.

Laft Field -- Ted Williams, a star in the tourney for San Diego Hoover
Wigh in the 1930s who became baseballi's last 400 hitter with the 2oston Red
Sox. "The best hi-ter 1 ever saw, bEr none," said Acres,

Center Field == Duke Snider, who performed fn the tourney in the mid-
1940s for Compton lligh aml beceme a Superstar, and eventusl Hall of Famer,
with the Dodgers,

Left Field -- Marty Keough, a scnsational athlete for Acres at Pomona
High in the early 19505 wheo was the velley's €irst "bonus baby" back in 1952,
signing a §65,000 contvzet with the Red .Sox., His 10-year maicr league career
wes hampered somewhat by injurics, and more by having kthe misfortune of ploying
for the Red Sox when they had the sli-star outfield of Tod Willlsms, Jockie
Jensen and Jimmy Piersall., Nonetheless, Acres called Marry the best ethlete
he ever coached.

Pitcher -=- Bf11 Singer, who pitched in the tourney for Pomona ligh, in
the early 1960s and went on to star with the Los Arngeles Dfdpers and Californis
Angels,

Sows af the Pomora Tourney performers Acres did not 1ist include the
following: Vern Stephens, Bob Skinmer, lon Larseon, Ewall Blackwell, Johnny
Lindel), Alhie Pearson, Ralph Kiner, Tom Maorgsn, Ken McMullen, Doug Bird,

Bill Campbell, Lance Parrish and on 2nd on 3nd on.

In fact, over 100 players have gone on from Pomona Tourney 2ction to the
big leaspues, the latest being Californies Angel rookie standour outfielder
Tom Brunansky, who was an all-tourncy pick back in 1976 while & prepster at
West Covina High,

The Tourney has had some amazipg "speetarere” as well down throvgh the
years, Speakers at its annual banquet have included Wili Rogers snd Joe E,
Brown, while in 1934 and 1635 Frank Merrian, California Covernor threw out
the first ball.

In tha early years, Stan and Pat Ahern pretty much ran the show, but
es the tourney grew in size and Stature various other individuzls pitched
in as tourney directors, In rccent years, these have {ncivded Carl Bruner,
Merle Woolen, Phil LaPicrre and Don Foebel, This year, Lsw Crecnman is at
the controls for the 47th annual event (no toorney was held in 1942 end a
couple others were rained cut).



CARRY HOPES OF HOOVER FOR DIAMO ND CHAMPIONSHIP'

Haopes for a southern Callfornia baseball champlonship rest with the boys shown sbove, and already th

Rave gove far towards reaching their goal Resding I+t to right (fromt row) they are Ballenger, H. I:ry.

Jokmeen, Bennell, Villarino, Siraton, Twiss and McBurnie; (back row) Coach Wolford Caldwell, Means, Helm,
W. Ondiler, Willisms, Bickerion, Engle, Hurst and Fouts,

Del Crandall Duke Snider Bill Singer
Fullerton High School Compton High School Pomona

Duke Snider

Eddie Mathews Bob Lemon Marty Keough
Santa Barbara Long Beach Wilson Pomona
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1963 Program

Twenty Eighth Annual
B.P.O. Elks Lodge 789

High School Invitational

BANEBALL TOURNAMENT

1963

April 8, 9, 10 .

Souvenir Program Price 25¢
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ROEBUCK AND CO

You always ‘Score’

with values and
Savings when you
ghop Sears. Satis-

fuction or
money back!
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TED WILLIAMS

for active americans

Check with Scars for all
your sporting goods

Tested, approved, per-
sonally wused by Ted
Williams. It's your assur-
ance of professional

quality, lasting value.

‘grtified and approved by

NA 9.5161

SEARS-POMONA 1600 E. HOLT AVE.
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