
HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIA 
INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION 

SOUTHERN SECTION 
 (CIFSS)  

 

 

108th historical “tidbit.”  
Dr. John S. Dahlem 
 
 

MARGIE GRAY GODFREY 
“Trailblazer” 

 
Margie Godfrey was the first female President of the CIF-SS Council and the 77th 
to hold that position since the inception the CIF-SS in 1913. Margie started her 
CIF-SS career in 1994 as the Coast Area Representative and the Treasurer of the 
Executive Committee. She became the President-Elect in 1996 and served at the 
President for the school year 1998 and 1999. She finished as the Past President 
2000-2001. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Margie was born in Manhattan Beach, California and called Portuguese Bend her 
home. She graduated from California State University at Long Beach and spent the 
greater part of her career in Physical Education with the Long Beach Unified 
School District. She quickly moved into administration and served as the Principal 
of the Adult School, Principal at Long Beach Poly High School and Robert 
Millikan High School. She was director of Employee Relations for the Long Beach 
Unified District and became the Assistant Superintendent of Personnel in the Lucia 
Mar Unified School District (Arroyo Grande). Upon her retirement she moved to 
Rancho Mirage in 2005. 
 
Rob Wigod, current Commissioner of the CIF-SS stated: 
 
      “I worked with her in the Long Beach Unified School District for many years 
        before I came to work at the CIF-SS office and was fully aware of her  
        passion, dedication and commitment to helping young people. She was a 
        strong leader and advocate for gender equity and was very effective in 
        promoting girls’ programs in the state.” 
 
While president of the CIF-SS she headed the committee to find a new 
commissioner when Dean Crowley retired and was responsible for the hiring of Dr. 
Jim Staunton. She also served on the search committee that resulted in the hiring of 
Marie Ishida as the CIF Executive Director. 
 
Margie helped create a standardized evaluation format of the commissioner’s 
position and implemented a new leadership category for the CIF-SS Council to 
insure more equitable representation by women. She also set standards for 
allocation of organizational reserves to member schools. Her smile, quick wit and 
devotion to her many friends was unsurpassed. Margie passed away on October 17, 
2004. 
 
Margie was the Senior Class President of Narbonne High School – 1960. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


