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HISTORY OF THE CIF-SS PUBLIC PRIVATE COMMITTEE 

 
The CIF-SS Executive Committee at their meeting of April 16, 2008, directed 
Commissioner Jim Staunton to create a committee to address the Century League 
Proposal for creating separate team playoffs for public and private schools. Dr. 
John Dahlem was assigned the task of creating this committee and reporting back 
to the Executive Committee and the CIF-SS Council. 
 
A mission statement, along with a premise statement, for the committee were 
written: 
 

Mission Statement 
 
“To create an open dialogue between public and private high schools in the CIF 
Southern Section to address perceived or real concerns regarding competitive 
equity and to develop solutions for those concerns through CIF Southern 
Section Blue Book changes or clarifications.” 
 

Premise Statement 
 
“The CIF Southern Section has since its inception has enjoyed an amiable 
relationship between public and private high schools on the playing field and 
wants to see that positive relationship continue to promote competition and 
sportsmanship.” 
 
In preparing for the initial committee meeting is was historically found that this 
was not the first time the Executive Committee or Council had considered the 
concerns of public and private schools. The first reference to a private school 



within a public league was the inclusion of Harvard Military School in the 
Suburban League for football competition in 1915. In 1928, The Prep League was 
established solely for private schools to compete only against each other. The CIF 
Southern Section “Monthly Bulletin” of January 1942 mentions the problems of 
public school students transferring to private schools. During the 1950’s and early 
1960’s several private schools were accused of undue influence and recruitment of 
student athletes. In 1972, a special committee was formed to consider separate 
public and private school play-off formats. In the following years several private 
schools were sanctioned for violations of CIF-SS rules regarding transfers. 
 
Prior to the first meeting an information folder was created that included the 
following documents:     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
The Agenda for the first meeting was set:      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
One of the all-time great meetings in the history of the CIF-SS took place this day 
with agenda item #7 featured. The “angst” of the public schools was clearly 
present and it was a “no holds barred meeting” with everyone having the 
opportunity to express their feelings, both personal and professional. It got very 
heated and many years of frustrations surfaced. To the credit of “all” present, 
everyone in that room wanted a solution to a festering problem and a better CIF 
Southern Section.  



 
Members of the first Public Private Committee (photos below *) 
 

• Dick Billingsley   Oak Park High School 
• Alan Clinton   Servite High School 
• Collen Cross   Garden Grove High School 
• Mark Cunningham   University High School 
• Eleanor Dykstra   Valley Christian High School 
• Mark Edgemon   Upland Christian High School 
• Tom Fox    Villa Park High School 
• Mark Groff    St. Bonaventure High School 
• Dave Hess    Ventura High School 
• Pat Lee    St. John Bosco High School 
• Monty McDermott   St. John Bosco High School 
• Steve Miller    Bishop Montgomery High School 
• Jason Negro    Trabuco High School 
• Scott Raftery   CIF-SS Office 
• Gary Smidderks   Los Angeles Baptist High School 
• John Dahlem   Chairperson 

 
From that first “heated meeting” several themes were evident: 

• Public schools had many concerns over what they considered to be an 
uneven playing field. 

• Not all private schools are same and most of the concerns voiced by the 
public schools centered around 15 or so of the larger private schools. 

• A lack of knowledge on how private schools operate. Private schools must 
recruit to stay in open. The public concern is that recruitment is not solely 
based on athletics. 

• The public private angst may continue forever, but there are solutions to 
improve the situation. 

  
 
In the following meetings, the committee discussed the numerous areas of concern 
brought by the public schools dealing with competitive equity. The committee 
discussed possible solutions and CIF-SS Blue Book changes that would help 
alleviate the angst. The committee reaffirmed repeatedly that 
COMMUNICATION, OPEN DIALOUGE, EDUCATION and a PROACTIVE 
APPROACH are the foundation of all possible solutions. 
 



 
Defined areas of concerns, the actual situation and possible solutions: 

 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
What quickly became evident was the fact that both private and public schools 
were guilty of the same infractions and recruitment of student athletes was not just 
private school supposedly recruiting public athletes but also recruiting from other 
private schools. 
 
 
During the next ten years the Public Private Committee met to deal with issues 
surrounding these contentious issues and is very proud of the progress that has 
been made to help ease the tensions. 
 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

• Communication to the CIF-SS Council about the work of the 
committee. Vetting ideas for improved relations which in turn were 
forwarded to the Executive Committee, the Superintendent’s 
Committee, the Private School Committee and the Athletic 
Administrator’s Committee.  

• Education including workshops held by members who have been 
educators/coaches in both the public and private schools. 

• Advocacy to “league” private schools as best as possible with 
private schools during the releaguing process. 

• Advocacy of creating football only leagues where possible during 
the releaguing process. 

• Advocacy of creating “competitive equity” during the play-off 
season. 

• Members of the Public Private Committee meeting with private 
leagues to discuss perceived angst by the public schools. 

• Advocacy of the “sit-out-period” (SOP) to somewhat solve the 
lack of school boundaries by the private schools. The SOP period 
is at least a “punishment” for transferring schools without a 
permanent change of residence. 

• Transparency of coaching compensation. 
 



• Specific input to Guidelines to Understanding Bylaw 510 – Undue 
Influence (“Do’s & Don’t Chart/Questions & Answers): 
o Redefine Athletic Motivation. 
o Unified time schools can pass on information to feeder 

schools. 
o Knowledge of how to conduct an Open House. 
o Interpretation of Social Medial and the use of media 

platforms. 
o Advertising guidelines. 

• Clarification of private school scholarship guidelines to include 
percentage of students/athletes receiving aid and use of outside 
firms to determine financial need. 

• Encouraged continued communication within the CSADA 
(Athletic Directors) membership. 

 
Commissioner Rob Wigod stated: 

 
 “Learning more about how public and private schools operate, along 
with an unwavering committee to following the CIF State Bylaws and 
the CIF-SS Bylaws at all times, can go a long way in helping everyone 
understand how to work together in a more positive way. That is what 

we have always done.” 
 

 
After ten years the Public Private Committee continues their quest for better 
understanding and more positive interaction between public and private schools. 
Current members of the Committee are: 

 
CURRENT PUBLIC/PRIVATE COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
Ranier Wulf, Assistant Commissioner CIF-SS               (Photos of original 
members) 
Dick Billingsley, Oak Park HS* 
Alan Clinton, Servite HS* 
Stephanie Contreras, Flintridge Sacred Heart HS 
Mark Cunningham, University HS* 
Mark Edgemon, Upland Christian Academy* 



Tom Fox, Villa Park HS* 
Mark Groff, St. Bonaventure HS* 
Paula Hart Rodas, Leuzinger HS 
Dave Hess, Ventura HS* 
Rich Imbriani, Cajon HS 
Terry Mendoza, St. Joseph’s HS 
Steve Miller, Bishop Montgomery HS* 
Valerie Pentolino, St. Lucy’s HS 
Jim Perry, HBUSD 
Brett Proctor, Alta Loma HS 
Charlie Richards, Woodcrest Christian HS 
Dr. Gary Smidderks, Los Angeles Baptist* 
Mike Solar, Alemany HS 
Dr. John Dahlem, Chairperson* 
*Original members present at the first “angst” meeting. 
 
 
	

 
 
  
 

 
 

 
 
 


