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MEDIA RELEASE
LA CHARGERS GM TOM TELESCO TO SPEAK AT 42ND ANNUAL 

CIF-SS PRESS CONFERENCE AND LUNCHEON

LOS ALAMITOS — Los Angeles Chargers General Manager Tom Telesco will be the keynote speaker 

at the 42nd Annual CIF Southern SecƟ on-Ford Football Championship Press Conference and Luncheon 

on Monday, November 27. 

The luncheon will be held at The Grand in Long Beach (4101 E. Willow St.) beginning at 11:00 

a.m. and will feature the 26 remaining fi nals teams in 11-man football as well as the two championship 

schools in 8-man football.

It is only open to the media and those interested media members must RSVP via email to Mrs. 

Anita Fopma (anitaf@cifss.org) in the CIF Southern SecƟ on offi  ce no later than Noon Sunday, November 

26. 

“We are honored to have Tom Telesco from the Los Angeles Chargers as our featured speaker this 

year”, stated CIF Southern SecƟ on Commissioner of AthleƟ cs Rob Wigod. 

“Tom is an avid fan of high school football, so it is great to have him share his insights with players 

and coaches from the best teams in the Southern SecƟ on this season”, added Wigod.

TOM TELESCO  
With a keen eye for acquiring talented players, Tom Telesco serves his fi Ō h season as General 

Manager of the Chargers in 2017.
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TOM TELESCO (Cont.):
Telesco has infused the Chargers’ roster with young players, building primarily through the draŌ . As 

the calendar turned to 2016, Telesco brought some of the NFL’s top veteran free agents to the Chargers. 
They included wide receiver and kick returner Travis Benjamin, nose tackle Brandon Mebane, safety Dwight 
Lowery and cornerback Casey Hayward. Telesco added even more star power to the roster in April with 
another heralded draŌ  class headlined by two-Ɵ me Big Ten Defensive Player of the Year Joey Bosa from 
Ohio State.

Hayward went on to earn his fi rst Pro Bowl selecƟ on aŌ er leading the league in intercepƟ ons while 
Bosa garnered numerous accolades, including Defensive Rookie of the Year, aŌ er leading all NFL rookies 
with 10.5 sacks. 2015 Mackey Award winner Hunter Henry also put together a stellar rookie campaign 
by leading the Chargers in touchdowns with eight - Ɵ ed for the most in the NFL by a Ɵ ght end. With the 
selecƟ on of Melvin Gordon to the 2016 Pro Bowl, Telesco’s last three fi rst round draŌ  picks have either 
made the Pro Bowl or earned league honors.  

In 2015, all fi ve of the Chargers draŌ  picks made the team’s opening-day roster and contributed 
throughout the season. First-round draŌ  choice Melvin Gordon became the team’s leading rusher and 
second-round pick Denzel Perryman came within fi ve tackles of the fi rst 100-tackle season by a rookie in 
team history.

Telesco also uncovered several gems in rookie free agency, including Nick Dzubnar, who became 
the team’s leading special teams tackler, and Josh Lambo, who was the NFL’s top rookie kicker.

Telesco was hired by the Chargers in January 2013. Forty-years-old at the Ɵ me of his hiring, he 
became the youngest general manager in team history. Immediately following his hire, Telesco was part 
of the search commiƩ ee responsible for hiring Mike McCoy as the team’s head coach. Telesco then helped 
the Chargers return to the playoff s in 2013 with a roster that featured 25 players who joined the team 
prior to or during the season.

Telesco made several notable free agent acquisiƟ ons in 2013, including running back Danny 
Woodhead and tackle King Dunlap. His fi rst draŌ  with the Chargers yielded three prominent starters, 
including guard D.J. Fluker, linebacker ManƟ  Te’o and wide receiver and 2013 Pepsi Next NFL Rookie of 
the Year Keenan Allen.

Telesco’s second draŌ  class in 2014 was equally impressive. The team’s fi rst four picks all made 
the opening-day roster and 2014 fi rst-round pick Jason VerreƩ  made his fi rst Pro Bowl aŌ er leading the 
team in intercepƟ ons and passes defensed in 2015.           

A naƟ ve of Buff alo, N.Y., Telesco prepped at St. Francis High School in Athol Springs, N.Y. Days 
prior to Super Bowl XLVIII in January 2014, which was co-hosted by New York and New Jersey, Telesco 
was recognized for their accomplishments on the fl oor of the New York State Senate by Senator Timothy 
Kennedy.

AŌ er graduaƟ ng from St. Francis, Telesco played wide receiver at John Carroll University in Ohio. 
He was a starter on the Blue Streaks’ 1994 Ohio AthleƟ c Conference Championship team, and two of his 
teammates at John Carroll were Chris and Brian Polian, sons of Bill Polian, a 2015 inductee into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.

While aƩ ending John Carroll, Telesco spent four summers (1991-94) as a training camp intern 
with the Buff alo Bills. At that Ɵ me, the elder Polian was the Bills’ general manager. Polian leŌ  Buff alo for 
Carolina in 1994 and aŌ er Telesco graduated from John Carroll with a degree in business management 
in 1995, Polian hired him to work in the Panthers’ scouƟ ng department. In 1998, Telesco and Polian 
moved on to Indianapolis, where Telesco would spend his next 15 NFL seasons as a college scout, pro 
scout, director of pro scouƟ ng, director of player personnel and vice president of football operaƟ ons. He 
worked in Indianapolis during Peyton Manning’s enƟ re career with the Colts and later part of the team 
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TOM TELESCO (Cont.): that brought Andrew Luck to the Colts with the fi rst pick of the 2012 NFL DraŌ . 
Telesco also was involved in Colts draŌ s that featured four-Ɵ me Pro Bowl running back Edgerrin James, 
fi ve-Ɵ me Pro Bowl wide receiver Reggie Wayne, and Dwight Freeney, a seven-Ɵ me Pro Bowler as a Colt.

Telesco’s tenure in Indianapolis was one of the most successful eras in Colts history. They played 
in two Super Bowls, including a victory over Chicago in Super Bowl XLI. From 1998-2012, the Colts won 
154 regular-season games, eight division Ɵ tles and they appeared in the playoff s 12 Ɵ mes. Indianapolis 
set an NFL record with 12 or more wins in seven consecuƟ ve seasons and they won an NFL-record 23 
straight regular-season games during the 2008-09 seasons. Their 115 regular-season wins from 2000-09 
set an NFL record for wins in a decade.

In March 2015, Telesco was invited to be a speaker at the NFL’s Career Development Symposium 
in Arizona. The program, aƩ ended by nearly 70 coaches and front offi  ce execuƟ ves, was designed to 
engage aspiring head coach and general manager candidates. Telesco was one of only two acƟ ve general 
managers invited to address parƟ cipants at the symposium.

Telesco and his wife, Larah, have a daughter, Elena, and two sons, Thomas and Nicholas.
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