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FORMATION OF THE SAN DIEGO CIF SECTION 

There are ten sections in the California Interscholastic Federation dating back to 
1913. The first sections were Southern, Central, North Coast, and Northern. Los 
Angeles was added in 1935, Oakland in 1940, Sac Joaquin in 1942, San Francisco 
in 1945, San Diego in 1960, and Central Coast in 1965. The Los Angeles Section 
schools had initially been part of the Southern Section (CIF-SS) from its inception 
and had been referred to as Los Angeles City Schools (controlled by the Los 
Angeles City Schools Board of Education). That collaboration had been “held 
together for years by an elastic rubber band” and finally ruptured in 1935 over the 
fact that the Board of Education wanted complete control of their athletic 
programs. The Los Angeles schools could never be induced to participate in the 
football play-offs, did not like night athletic events and were very concerned about 
their athletes traveling long distances. At the 1935 California State Track and Field 
Finals held in Fresno there were no Los Angeles City School athletes participating 
including the famous miler Louie Zamperini who had won the mile title the year 
before. 

The San Diego schools, which had been members of the Southern Section since 
1913, had a much more amicable relationship with the CIF-SS than the Los 
Angeles City Schools. Early San Diego members included the Army Navy 
Academy, Coronado, Escondido, Grossmont, La Jolla, Oceanside, Sweetwater, and 
San Diego High Schools. Hoover, Point Loma and St. Augustine would join during 
the formative years of the CIF-SS. The San Diego High School “Caveman” have 
been a dominate force in the CIF-SS since its inception winning four major school 
football titles in addition to two National Football Titles in 1916 and 1955. The 



smaller San Diego high schools won seven football titles from 1913 to 1960. San 
Diego High School was also dominating in other sports to include wrestling where 
they won the CIF-SS title for a historic 18 times. There were many famous San 
Diego prep stars which included the like of Ted “Splendid Splinter” Williams, star 
baseball player for San Diego Hoover in 1936. 

The first thought of creating a separate San Diego County Section occurred at the 
end of World War II in 1945. During the war years there were travel restrictions 
due to gas rationing and some of the San Diego schools felt they could operate 
their own section and still affiliate with the State CIF and all their rules and 
regulations. Most of the San Diego school administrators had expressed their 
satisfaction with the CIF-SS (“San Diego Union” Janurary10, 1945). 

The move to separate San Diego schools from the CIF-SS can best be summarized 
by the following concerns: 

• The greatest concern was always the travel distance and time aspect 
affecting the educational process of the student/athlete. 

• The need for “local control” where San Diego schools know what is best 
for them…need to “control their own destiny”. San Diego will become a 
planet of their own and not a satellite of Los Angeles. 

• The feeling that San Diego schools could have been treated more 
favorably in alignment of play-off games and locations. 

• Concern for the large size of the CIF-SS, eligibility rules and the length of 
play-offs. The need to be free of the “giant to the North.” 

• The safety issue of playing games at night as opposed to afternoon games. 
• Academic standards for San Diego High School student/athletes were 

higher than those of the CIF-SS (2.0 GPA requirement was instituted in 
San Diego prior to becoming a rule in the CIF-SS). 

• The ability to control their own section as opposed to the dictates of the 
CIF-SS. 

• The feeling expressed by some in the San Diego area that CIF-SS 
Commissioner Ken Fagans had too much control that did not favor San 
Diego Schools. 



The movement to separate began in earnest in 1958 when San Diego Unified 
School District Superintendent Ralph Dailard called a meeting of the local 
Superintendents. Richard Grihalva, Board Member and local car dealership owner, 
had urged the meeting and was critical of the CIF-SS. He stated, “Ken Fagans is 
building quite an empire…and is trying to get everything as far east as Phoenix, 
Arizona, to as far north as possible.” Grossmont School District Superintendent 
Lewis Smith was very much in favor of a new section and a “Free San Diego” 
movement. Darrell Smith, Director of Health and Physical Education for the San 
Diego City Schools, appeared before the CIF-SS Executive Committee to discuss 
withdrawal in October, 1958. The Executive Committee gave their full 
understanding and every consideration to their desire to separate. There appeared 
to be no animosity from the CIF-SS and their only concerns dealt with changing 
the CIF-SS Blue Book (rules and regulations) and play-off bracketing and 
divisions of play. 
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The feeling amongst the San Diego coaches was almost 100% against the move 
because of wanting to play the best, being able to schedule CIF-SS schools more 
readily, lack of competition in the play-offs, less State CIF meet qualifiers, San 
Diego becoming isolated and the effect on minor sports. The student/athletes 
voiced the same concerns. There was local protest from booster groups and others, 
but in November of 1959, the Superintendents of the 26 schools representing three 
leagues voted to send to the State CIF their application of withdrawal starting with 
the 1960-1961 school year. The final proposal to the state included 32 schools 
(plus one free lance school) with future consideration given to the Southern Prep 
League and area independents. The initial San Diego proposal to the State 
Federated Council was defeated because it did not deal with the whole San Diego 
County. A revised proposal was discussed for a short 30 minutes in Sacramento 



and a unanimous vote for the new San Diego Section was taken on December 5, 
1959. The official date of creation being July 1, 1960.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Minutes from the State…note the two proposals and two votes taken:  


