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104th historical “tidbit.”
Dr. John S. Dahlem

EARLY HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS BEFORE THE CREATION OF THE
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION
SOUTHERN SECTION IN 1913

High School sports prior the founding of the Southern California Interscholastic
Federation Southern Section (CIF-SS) in 1913 had minimal rules. Schools would
get together for interscholastic competition not worrying whether the contestants
even were enrolled in the school, what their age was or their amateur standing.
Many times the teams were coached by the players and often the few school who
had coaches simply used them as chaperons to accompany the teams when they
traveled. Seth Van Patten, the “Founding Father” of the CIF-SS, was typical of the
early coaches:

He took a teaching position at Escondido High School and
coached the football team to victories over San Diego
High School in 1903 by scores of 6-5 and 5-0.

He also coached the baseball team and wanted the other
schools in the county to play only high school students.

The other country schools said no so he became the star

pitcher for the Escondido High School baseball team.

The following newspaper accounts show the versatility of Van Patten (teachers
were often referred to as “Professors” in the early days) who not only coaches, but

also officiated in the same game that he was coaching. (Thanks to Rick Smith, San
Diego Sports Historian, for the articles).
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Oae. of .the Prettiest Games of
Foetbalf. Ever Seen on
Local Field. -

Score of § to 5—The Difterence
of Kicking a Goal and Just
Missing It. .

| Visitors. Were Qn the long End—eof-a

-Oneofthecleanestandprettiest . games
tof—footbali-ever-seen at Bay-View park,
was that of yesterlay - afternocon, be-
tween the Russ and’ Escondido high
schools, in schich .the tatter cane off
1victorious by the narrow margin of €
(to 5. The only difference in the scorel
Twas that Andersen for Escondido kicked
an exceedingly pretty goal after a
touchdown, while Dolg for the son
Diego team missed the goal by the har-
rowest kind of a margin.
‘It was a good game from start to fin-
‘| ish, free fromy rough-language and frem
rough play, except the natural rough-
ness of the football game. All of the
scoring was done In- the second hulfl
Though thé first Filt was full of inter-
est._The line-up of the twp teams was
as published yesterday morning,
.The officers of the game were Dr.
Elliott and 8. F. Van-Patten, judge and
lreferee; Warren Gates and Bdwin Hal-
loran, linesmen, and Lee Baldridge and
Byron Valle, timers,
Fromthekick-off of the first half-untit

coptinuously In the territory of -the
Escondtdo~team, and was once up to
the four yvard line, but there §t was losi
on” a fumble in a bad place, and was,
by the ‘Escondidos, carried back toward
the center of the fleld where it remained.
In the first half of the game there was
very little attempt at end running, It
waz a constant bucking of the lne,
some of the time making reasonabile
gains and at other times beirngTheld.
Hal Doig and Fred Allen seemed to get
fnto most of the plays for San Disgo
and Crise was most prominent amuig
the Bscondldo players. In the ‘lne
bucking 'the ball changed handa on
downs several times, xo evenly did the
men play, &
During the Interim between halvas
there was a good deal of consultation
between players. Capt. Doig had his
men to one side under the grand stund

1as-to what“to d6, and how to do ft,
snifl Capt. Graham of the Escondico
teggm gathered his men about him. at
the score board for the sanic mort of a
gabrest.’ .
THE SECOND HALF.

In the second half of the game 1t was

prepared to do their best to sgors amal

+1the end—of the-haif; the-ball was atmostt

gling them-a sort of .curtain. loctursi

to keep. the others from wmcoring, The
8ap ‘Diego boys had the first oppor~
ity The halt wase Slosecto-thegntd-

dle of the fleld whén Dolg went through

and over tha'iine for-u gain of Full flvw
yards, - Fred Allen followed with u. ‘::&p
of two more and then Louls MIller went
around the end for some elght ]
s>ards more. Line hucking brought more
#ains and Dolg fndlly ‘went across the
line for a touchdown. He falled to
Jkigk the.ganl ‘and the score was.b to 0

In“faenr ¢ San  THase

The Escondido boys were not long in
evening up the score. They allowed the
kicked ball to roll out at the ‘end of
the grounds and took a kick back, but

ritory. C(rise made a slight gain, but
it was not enough and Anderson fell
Qack for a kick and made a good one
almost up to the San Diego end of the
field. There it was S8an Diego's ball.
but it was not run back very far. Two
downs and no gajn and then Doig tried
another punt, but the ball went .out of
bounds to one side, and was still in Sam
Diego-territory. There wus some hard
line - bucking by -Escondido and one
fumble, but the ball was saved to ths
visitors by Denton.

It was the third down and some to
BO, 4when Capt. Graham seemed {o-take
the burden on his own shoulders. He
went through the line in one direc-
tion for full five yards and then again
for full five yards. There was a sig-
nal for an end run, but it did not gain
any ground and again Graham went
througl! the line for several yards, fin-
ally reaching the line for a touchdown,
from which Anderson kicked a very
pretty goal and the score was
in favor of Eseondido."

The next Kick-off wae brought in well
by Anderson a)‘a successgion of line
bucks guined gro®nd for Escondido un-
til the ball was lost on a fumble. Then
it was the saume thing for San Diego, a
goot many bucks resuiting in alight’
gaing. cach until on a false play ‘the
San Dicgo were set buck twenty-yards,
becauss the ball was not preperly put
in play. San Diego could not regain
that twenty vards, nor rould Fscondido
carry it further down the field, though

tDoig did not kick guite o far and it
was Es(-ondido‘s.bay in San Diego ter-

3 to Gf

the ball wax in that team’s possession
for @ time. The ball was near the cen-
ter of the field when the gume waus fin<
ished, with Escondido winner by a point.
Prof. ('oy of the 8an Diego high scheol
complimented the visiting players and
Prof. Van Patten, who came down with
the Fscondidos, spoke highly of the Han
Diega team. The game certainly was a
good one and a clean one. The attend-
ance wuas excellent, and a large party
of high school girls ealled the San Diego
Fyellm to” the boys across the fistd,  ThHe
gume was well managed, -and the flell
was kept clear. A return gime wiil be
played, but the’date has not-yet -beem
fixed. “a
Lawt evening the visitors enjoyed life
in the city and will start early today
by tally-ho fur home. “
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[Rifss Sehoel Defeated at Bveondidy |
—Normal Schoel _Victor
»* ©  at Ramona.

.

'[Sgix:gs“b’h'e'-'sla’é&' Yer the Game& Ware

Galiantly Fought—Mauy Rrilhant -
Plays Were Made—Thanks-
" giving Doy Game.

o

School spirit was very much in evi-
dence yesterday and it was the footdball
fever that evoked it. From 3 p. m.
until “bedtime’ the telephone bell of
the Union news room was kept jingling
{by students and others wanting to know
'the news from the Berkeley-Stanford
game or the Escondido-Russ game. The
1le Detwesh tHé TWo ThiversIlies Was
something of a disappointment, except
to those who favored Stanford, and
who philosophically consoled themselves
withi ‘the thought that Btanford fresh-
méfl - defeated. Berkeley earlier in the
season and the big fellows of Berkeley
had rnot succeeded in\dowmns Stan-
ford's best. .

Only meager details of the strife at
Escondido could be Jearned, the play-
ers and rooters traveling homeward.
slowly by tally-ho, Russ war reported
to have been defeated by o score of
3 to 1, the 1 evidently representing a
“touchback.” The Escondide inform-
ant sald that the first fifteen minutes ot
the first-half decided the whole gane|
and that neither side gained any ma-
terial advantage ufter the o and the 1
had been scored.

The ball at the end of .the first halfl
was three yards from the Ruks goall
In the second half the ball was nearly
In the center of the fleld. haviug been
see-rawed from one end of the field to
the other,

The game wns well conterted and no
one was injureidd. ‘There was plenty
of enthustasm. KXecondido girls turned
out in force and “rooted” with might
and main, nor were the San Diegans be-
hind on thig score. The game was rel-
'reed In the first half by Mr. Campbell
of the Y. M. (*, A, of thir city, and the
second . half by Mr. Van Patten of Fa-~
condido. ‘Thelir decisions were satls-
factory all around. Graham of Escon-
dido and Doig of this city distinguished
themselves by spurts acrosx the fieid.




