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FIRST NIGHT FOOTBALL GAME IN THE CIF-SS 
October 31, 1928…Wednesday…Celebrating the Anaheim Halloween Festival 

Anaheim High School vs. Downey High School 
“C” Teams – The “Midgets 

Anaheim City Park (today Pearson Park) 
“GHOST BALL” 

 
 

One of the most popular events in early Anaheim was the annual Halloween 
Festival presented by the Merchants and Manufacturers Association which was 
witnessed by over 25,000 people each year. The city was decorated with carnival 
colors, witches, black cats and pumpkins. A parade was held that was over one 
mile long with six divisions each headed by a drum and bugle corps. The gala 
affair ended in the City Park with a big dance. In 1928, the organizers decided to 
make the 5th annual festival special by adding what many believed to be the first 
night football game in Southern California which was played by the “C” teams of 
Anaheim High School and Downey High School (members of the Orange League). 
The “C” classification of athletes in the early days of the CIF-SS was often 
referred to as the “Midget Division.” 
The game was played on the Anaheim City Park baseball field lighted by a battery 
of 1000 watt lights laid out east and west. The field was policed by regular officers 
and a squad of Legionnaires. 
A white “Ghost Ball” was used so the fans could better follow the action with the 
lights, which were strung over the field, getting in the way of the flying pigskin. 



Anaheim High School was victorious by a score of 31 to 0 with an estimated 
crowd of 700. Downey High School was nice enough to play the game and the 
next year there were no schools who wanted play. Later the festival sponsored a 
“Pumpkin Bowl” football game. 
 
 

Anaheim City Park (today Pearson Park) baseball field where game was played 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photo from “Anaheim Bulletin” showing game action -  you can see 
the “Ghost Ball” bottom right-October 31, 1928 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Newspaper article from the “San Diego Union” – October 28, 1928 (thanks to Rick Smith) 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anaheim High School 1928 “Midget Team” – score is wrong, should be 31 - 0 


