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Dr. Gary Smidderks has been a mainstay in the development of the CIF-SS. In
1986 he became a member of the Executive Committee and assumed the
Presidency of that group in 1992. During his tenure as President he had to deal
with difficult situations involving the removal of the Commissioner and Orange
County attempting to leave the CIF-SS. Gary has shown an incredible ability to
build consensus and do what is right for the shareholders of the CIF-SS. During the
critical times when the CIF-SS was at odds with the State CIF, Dr. Smidderks
advocated for mutual respect and understanding of both entities which led to
improved working relationships. He was a member of the State CIF Federated
Council serving on the Executive Committee representing the California
Association of Private School Organizations (CAPSO). Gary was the longest
serving CIF-SS Executive Committee member in the history of the CIF-SS.
During any Executive Committee meeting when Gary spoke everyone listened and
he was a valued mentor to all the Presidents of the committee. He retired from the
Committee in 2013. He still is active with the CIF-SS serving on the Private/Public

Committee and the Commissioner’s Private School Advisory Committee. Dr.
Smidderks is a strong proponent for the private schools in the CIF-SS and has
taken a proactive approach for both private and public schools in a better
understanding of how each of those types of school operate. Gary was articulate
and famous for his high level vocabulary, i.e., two of his more famous and
eloquent words were “bifurcation” (his favorite) and “malfeasance.” Gary said he
and his wife would pick a word out of the dictionary and try to use it each day.
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