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Long Beach Poly removed from the CIF-SS – 1920 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1919-1920 football season was very controversial as Long Beach Poly decided 

that they had a far superior team and opted out of the CIF-SS play-offs with the 

intention of gaining a National Title. During the 1919 football season Long Beach 

High School (Long Beach Polytechnic High School) had won the first CIF State 

Football Championship game. In the first seven games of the 1920 season, Poly 

had outscored their opponents by a score of 438-0. Coach Eddie Kienholz’s wanted 

to play out of state schools and along with Harry J. Moore, Poly Assistant 

Principal, told the CIF-SS that they wanted to play Eastern teams and, 

“….voluntarily forfeited her rights in the semi-finals in the football and waived any 

claims for Southern California or State Championship.” CIF-SS reacted quickly 

and banned Long Beach Poly from the CIF-SS organization (41 out of the 44 

schools in CIF-SS voted for their removal). This was all very embarrassing to 

Harry Moore, who was the State CIF-SS represented, and was caught in the middle 

of this power move (Harry Moore would later have the Moore League named after 

him). Poly would go on to play Everett High School from Washington and lose to 

a team full of overage players. 
1920 Long Beach Poly Football Team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Coach Edgar Harrison Kienholz 

Long Beach Poly Head Coach 

The “Caerulea” 1921 Yearbook dedicated to him 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The local newspapers were very irate at the CIF-SS as indicated in this “Los 

Angeles Examiner” December 14, 1920 column: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Long Beach Poly High School student weekly newspaper, the “High Life,” 

had been at odds with the CIF-SS for quite some time. The paper, first published 

on campus in 1916, had always taken a hard look at controversial subjects such as 

the early debate on high school fraternities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The “High Life” had expressed the belief that Long Beach should be able to play 

anyone they wanted in football and not be encumbered with the rules of the CIF-

SS. The “opinions” and cartons of the paper evidently did not sit well with the 

power structure of CIF-SS as indicated by this classic retort in the CIF-SS minutes 

of March 22, 1919: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Staff of the Long Beach Poly “High Life” – 1920-1921 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Many believe the real hero of this student protest towards the CIF-SS was Ralph 

Hubbell, the cartoonist whose work had drawn the ire of the officials. Hubbell was 

the responsible for the cartoons that appeared in the “Caerulea ‘21” yearbook. 

 

 

 

 

               “Hub” 

 

 



Other Hubbell cartoons found in the “Caerulea.” 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Other student newspaper cartoonist took the CIF-SS on as evidenced in this 

cartoon with reference to Everett High School, Oak Park High School from the 

East, Long Beach Declaration of “Independence” and “28-0” which was the score 

of the Everett defeat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On January 6, 1921, thanks to the lobbying of Harry Moore, the CIF-SS passed a 

motion that stated, “…Long Beach High School be reinstated to full relationship in 

the C.I.F.  except the football schedule next fall.” 

 

 

 


