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There are many high schools in Southern California that have closed over the years 

that once were active in high school sports. Cumnock School of Expression was 

founded in 1894 and closed its doors in 1947. It was named after the Director of 

the School of Oratory at Northwestern. In 1902, the school erected their main 

building with its exterior a replica of the famous Shakespeare House at Stratford-

on-Avon. The purpose of the Cumnock School was to develop character through 

the awakening and the training of the latent powers of expression in the individual 

student. It was a professional school with students trained with the specific end of 

becoming readers or teachers of expression. Many USC football players attended 



for a year or so prior to becoming a Trojan. Facilities were available for both day 

and boarding students. It was a co-educational school with junior high students (7
th
 

grade), high school and junior college. Their football team played against other 

high schools like Taft, Urban Military, Black Foxe Military Academy and also 

against San Bernardino Junior College, Santa Barbara Frosh, Loyola Frosh, Los 

Angeles Junior College and Menlo Junior College (played for the California Prep 

School Championship). The even had a boxing team coached by Olympic and 

World Champion Fidel La Barba. They were not a CIF-SS school, but did compete 

against CIF-SS schools. 

                                                                                 Fidel La Barba….1924 Olympic Champion - World Champion 

                                                                                                                               Stanford University 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


