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JAMES THOMAS STAUNTON 

 

James Thomas Staunton was born June 26, 1949, in Los Angeles California. He 

graduated from San Gabriel High School in 1967.  He began his college studies at 

the University of San Diego and transferred to Whittier College where graduated 

with a B.A. in 1971. He received his Masters in Art from California State 

University at Fullerton (Speech and Language Pathology) in 1976. He received his 

Administrative Credential from University of California at Irvine. In 1997, he 

received his Doctorate in Education Policy and Administration from the University 

of Southern California. 

He served in the National Guard. Jim began his teaching at Bushard Elementary 

School in Fountain Valley. He moved to Fountain Valley High School in 1978 in 

speech therapy. Jim became a Dean of Students at Ocean View High School in 

1986. In 1989, he returned to Fountain Valley as an Assistant Principal and became 

Principal at Huntington Beach High School in 1991. On September 1, 1999, he 

became the 8
th

 Commissioner of the CIF-SS and would serve 12 years in that 

position…the 3
rd

 longest serving Commissioner next to Seth Van Patten and 

Kenneth Fagans. Dr. Staunton retired from the CIF-SS on August 2, 2001 and 

currently is the Coordinator for the Western Region for Concordia University in 

Irvine, California.  

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                       Ocean View H.S                        

                                         San Gabriel H.S.                    Dean 

                                      Senior Photo 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Staunton’s CIF-SS tenure: 

 

 Acquired new property for the CIF-SS office and moved from the Gahr High 

School to the current Los Alamitos location. 

 Worked with the Josephson Institute to develop the 16 Principles of 

Pursuing Victory with Honor. 

 Helped develop a coaching education program. 

 Created the “Ethics in Sports Committee” and the yearly celebration of 

“Champions for Character” which is now named the “Jim Staunton 

Champions for Character” awards. 

 During Jim’s tenure, he worked on changes to the transfer rule, multi-

campus status, penalties for discipline and protocol for statewide appeals. 

 The office staff was expanded and instituted a change in the dues policy. 

 Corporate sponsorship increased 400% and the section grew from 505 

schools to 580. 

 Dr. Staunton represented the Southern Section at the State CIF Federated 

Council serving on the Risk-management Committee, Political Action 

Committee, Editorial Committee, and the Eligibility Committee. 

 He was instrumental in the expansion of Golf at the State CIF level. 

 Every year that he was Commissioner, the CIF-SS met and exceeded budget 

projections. 

 Developed a television rights fee program. 

 Jim believed strongly in equitable competition and his basketball play-off 

divisions were based on previous success of teams in the play-offs. 

 Improved the www.cifss.org website. 

 Constantly dealt with cub sports and student transfer issues. 

 Litigation and legislation took up a lot of Jim’s time. 

 Very supportive of girls sports and the California Girls and Women Sports 

Week. 

 Terry Spears becomes the first Activities Director on the Executive 

Committee. 

 Long Beach Poly National Football Champions and Lynwood Girls National 

Basketball Champions. 

 Famous athletes during Jim’s tenure included Tony Azevedo, Diana Taurasi, 

Ryan Hall, Matt Leinart, Aaron Piersol, Lashinda Demos, Marc Sanchez, 

http://www.cifss.org/


Toby Gerhart, Bryshon Nellum, and Long Beach Poly named by “Sports 

Illustrated” as the top High School Sports Program in the United States. 

 At-large women minorities added to CIF-SS Council. 

 Forum help on Private/Public issues. 

 Developed protocol for the use of supplements by student athletes. 

 Sport of Lacrosse becomes popular. 

 Legal fees assessment of all member schools. 

 New audit committee formed 

 Association rule eliminated. 

 Student Athletic Leadership Council created. 

 Manzanar High School made an Honorary Member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Factoids on Jim Staunton:  

 

 Jim is a very accomplished photographer. 

 Dr. Staunton was instrumental in the creation of the California State CIF 

Golf Championship 

 Jim has kept very close contact with the “Friends of Golf” organization. 

 He was Principal at Huntington Beach High School when Tony Gonzalez 

was a star football player and took them to the CIF-SS Championship game 

in 1993. 

 Jim was in charge of releaguing for the Orange County Schools. 

 The initial candidates for the Commissioner’s job were Bill Clark, Karen 

Hellyer and Clark Stephens. The application process was reopened and the 

two finalists were Jim and John Myers, Huntington Beach High School 

Superintendent. 

 During the hiring process, Dr. Staunton said, “I had a different impression of 

the type of person they were looking for. After the process got going, I 

realized the executive Committee could be looking for someone with my 

background and what I perceived to be my skills.”  

 Marie Godfrey, President of the CIF-SS Council said, “He (Jim) comes 

across with incredible professional poise and compassion. He has the 

leadership qualities, strength and courage, to address the challenges we are 

facing.” 

 Jim is a member of Phi Delta Kappa. 

 He was President the Association of California School Administrators 

(ACSA) Region XVII in 2000. 

 Loves to travel the world with his beautiful wife Susan. 

 Jim is very active with the Huntington Beach Junior Lifeguard Association. 

 He is an avid cook 

 Keeps physical active bike riding and now with the Sierra Club 

 Jim is an active member of a close group of friends who play golf and call 

themselves the “Sons of Cheaters!” 

 

                  Tony Gonzalez….Huntington Beach High School 1993 
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BYRNES               PLUTKO                WIGOD          CROWLEY      STAUNTON 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


