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RAY J. PLUTKO 
Ray Plutko was born in McKeesport, Pennsylvania which is 20 miles outside of 

Pittsburgh. He attended McKeesport High School and was a member of their 1955 

Basketball 4A Championship team. He also ran track in high school. His lifelong 

dream was to teach and coach. He joined the Navy in 1956 and was stationed in 

San Diego. He played basketball in the Navy and made the All-Navy team when he 

played his games at Terminal Island near Long Beach (Ken Fagans remembers 

officiating those Naval games). He attended Mt. San Antonio College playing 

basketball and was the Student Body President in 1962. He continued his education 

at Upland College (Azusa Pacific University) and later received his Masters from 

the Cal Poly Pomona. He worked at several newspapers and taught at Marian 

Catholic High School in San Diego. In 1970, he moved to Notre Dame High 

School in Riverside as a teacher and coach. His basketball record was 102 wins 

and 71 losses for a 71% winning average. He was also the Athletic Director and 

Assistant Principal at Notre Dame. In 1975, at the age of 35 years old, he became 

an Administrative Assistant with the CIF-SS. He was responsible for football, 

basketball, baseball and reorganized the football playoffs into a regional format. 

 He was professionally active with California Athletic Directors Association, 

Southern California Basketball Association, Inland County Athletic Directors 

Association and the National Historical Society. On July 1, 1980, he became the 

fifth Commissioner of the CIF-SS. In 1986 he left the CIF-SS to become the 

Commissioner of High School Activities in the State of Colorado. In 1991, he 

returned to California and did an internship at Glendora High School on his 

administrative credential through Azusa Pacific. He was an Assistant Principal at 

Charter Oak High School and became the Principal in 1992. He then became 

Principal at Temple City High School in 1993, opened Martin Luther King High 

School as a Principal in 1998, returned to Temple City High School in 2004 to 

2007, when he retired. 
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Factoids on Ray Plutko: 
 

 When Ray was in high school his basketball team got to play against 

Overbrook High School featuring a center named Wilt Chamberlain. 

Ray said, “they beat us 75-74 and Wilt scored 46 points. They were 

eliminated in the Philadelphia playoffs and we didn’t have to play 

them again.” 

 He found out about the CIF-SS Administrative Assistant position 

from a flyer and during the interview answered one of the questions 

by stating, “…my singular role in the CIF-SS is to make the 

Commissioner look good.” 

 One of his favorite CIF-SS sports moments was when Mike Witt 

pitched for Servite at Anaheim Stadium and hit one out for the Friars. 

 Biggest accomplishments as the Commissioner were the development 

of the sponsorships, promotions and marketing along with fighting off 

the attempt by the State CIF to split the Southern Section. 

 Loves family history and genealogy tracing his Slovak heritage and 

searching family records in Slovakia. 

 Ray was a self-admitted workaholic. Averaged only 4 vacation days a 

year and worked 15 hour days. 

 Attended the NCAA Basketball Championships which he called, “my 

big get away!” 

 Did not like being the center of attention…very private person. 

 Earned $68,000 as the CIF-SS Commissioner. 

 When he left the CIF-SS he stated, “It wasn’t easy leaving and I did 

so quietly through the back door, the same one in which I entered 12 

years ago. It was a great stay and a lot of memories.” 

 Always loved California and wanted to be near his grandkids. 

 He ran the CIF-SS like a “well- oiled machine.” 

 Ray always wanted to open a new school which he did with M.L. 

King in Riverside. 

 Was considered to be shrewd and a business-like administrator. 

 He came to work early and would leave his famous “Plutko Notes” for 

the staff listing duties that needed to be accomplished that day. 

 Married to wife Sharon with six children. 

 Very busy, but never complained. 

 Was very friendly and cordial and tried to get to as many League 

meetings and games as possible. 



 Learned how to budget his time as the CIF-SS Commissioner and get 

more done. 

 Ray said he, “could not sit still…don’t watch much T.V., would read a 

book and if he got bored would go do some yard work. 

 Liked coaching Poly League baseball teams. 

 Continues to be valuable member of the CIF-SS Seeding committee 

where he is known as the Chief Bracketologist! 
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