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THOMAS E. BYRNES 

 
Thomas E. Byrnes was born in Nebraska (1938) and moved to California when he 

was 10 years old. He attended Eagle Rock High School where he was a four year 

star football and baseball player who was All-League and All-City. Tom was 

named the outstanding senior athlete at Eagle Rock. He graduated in 1955 and 

attended Occidental College where he again starred in football and baseball. He 

graduated in 1959 with a BA in Physical Education. Byrnes later received his 

Master’s in Education from Chapman College. He was hired as a teacher, coach 

and director of Athletics at Moorpark High School (225 students). He was the 

youngest athletic director at the age of 22 in the state of California. After one year 

at Moorpark he was called into the Air Force National Guard during the Berlin 

crisis. In 1960 he moved to Orange County and taught/coached at Valencia High 

School in Placentia. When El Dorado High School opened (1965) he moved there 

as the Athletic Director and continued to coach football and was the head baseball 

coach. He also coached swimming and said he was worst swimming coach, but 

they won because he had great swimmers. During his time in Orange County he 

served as Vice President, President and then State President of the California 

Association for Health, Physical Education and Recreation (CAHPER). He was 

also the President of the Orange County Athletic Directors Association. He was 

instrumental in the creation of the CIF-SS “Know Your Blue Book Day” and had a 

close association with Commissioner Fagans. At the age of 35 years old he became 

an Administrative Assistant for the CIF-SS. He replaced Tom Morgan who left his 

position for the Southern California Golf Association. He was the youngest 

Administrator of the CIF-SS and two years later became the youngest 

Commissioner at 37 years of age when Ken Fagans retired in 1975. In 1980, 

Byrnes became the State CIF Commissioner of Athletics. Byrnes retired in 1995. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Baseball star at Eagle Rock                                       Athletic Director Coach at El Dorado H.S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Factoids on Thomas E. Byrnes: 

  



 When Tom was at Moorpark High School he was the A.D., P.E. Department 

Chairperson, football coach, baseball coach, assistant basketball coach, 

drove the bus, washed the uniforms, taught seven classes, had no extra 

service pay. With his monthly check of $425 he bought weights for the 

school so they could have a weight training program. He said he was, “the 

luckiest guy in the whole world.” 

 When he was in the National Guard he stated, “I defended Van Nuys Blvd., 

very well and the Russians never did attack…I did a pretty good job.” 

 He was very surprised that he was named the CIF-SS Commissioner as there 

were several very good candidates. 

 Byrnes said that Ken Fagans, “had the finest mind of any athletic 

administrator that he had ever been connected with.” 

 Byrnes felt that because Fagans was so talented that he needed in increase 

the staff and expand, especially in girls’ sports. 

 He called El Dorado High School the “farm club” for CIF-SS when CIF-SS 

hired Bill Clark as an administrator. 

 The football championship in his first year at Coliseum was so foggy you 

could not see the players from the sidelines. 

 Dr. Pepper was our first corporate sponsor at $35,000 a year. 

 Wilson was the second sponsor for their tennis balls. 

 At the State Level he had to keep CIF a separate entity and not under the 

control of the State Department of Education. His big supporter was Bill 

Campbell, Senate Minority Leader, who helped keep CIF separate and had 

children attending Los Altos High School…Tom of course sent him a CIF 

courtesy card. 

 Tim Byrnes, Tom’s son, is a very successful head football coach at Fullerton 

Community College. 

 Tom’s wife Joyce was a highly regarded school counselor in the Anaheim 

Union High School District. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                Commissioners Byrnes & Fagans 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Russell                       Plutko                               Fagans                                   Thomas                              Byrnes 

COMMISSIONERS 

             Byrnes                                    Plutko                               Wigod                        Crowley           Staunton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          


