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CIF-SS COMMISSIONERS   

 

WILLIAM WILSON “Bill” RUSSELL 

 
William Wilson Russell was born in St. Louis in 1915. When the stock market 

crashed in 1929 his family moved to Santa Barbara where he attended Santa 

Barbara High School graduating in 1932 at the age of 16. He attended Santa 

Barbara State College (which later became the University of California at Santa 

Barbara) but had to drop out to help his family through difficult financial times. He 

continued his education in 1938 and graduated with honors in 1940. During his 

career in college he was an outstanding athlete lettering in baseball his sophomore 

year and three years in basketball. He was the captain of the basketball team and 

they won the State Basketball Conference Championship for the first time (Bill 

was later inducted into the UCSB Hall of Fame). In 1940 he wanted to attend Boalt 

Hall Law School at Berkeley, but the war broke out. He became the Graduate 

Manager of Athletics and Student Activities at UCSB. He served three year of war 

service in Alaska working with military stations installed to protect America from 

Japanese invasion. He returned after the war to his previous position at UCSB and 

was the Ticket Sales Manager and Supervisor of Park Personnel for the Santa 

Barbara Dodgers baseball team. 
William Russell 
Baseball (1938), Basketball (1938-40) 
Captained the 1940 UCSB basketball team...Named All-CCAA in 1940...In 1938, led the Gauchos in hitting, 
home runs, and RBI. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The quest for a new CIF-SS Commissioner:          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the “Monthly Bulletin” dated October, 1949: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the “Monthly Bulletin” dated January, 1950: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

William W. Russell became the second CIF-SS Commissioner on February 1, 

1950.  He was considered to be the strongest candidate with a “tremendous 

capacity for work, an engaging personality, a keen sense of humor, and practical 

experience with the problems of officiating along with all phases of competitive 

athletics.” He was initially called the “Commissioner-Elect!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Interesting factoids on Russell’s tenure: 

 He had two secretaries and himself in the office. 

 When he had questions of what to do in his first year he would call Harry J. 

Moore, Principal at Wilson High School. 

 Bill said that Seth Van Patten was very helpful and left good records. 

 He had real problems in assigning officials in small towns like Needles or 

Barstow where the only officials were “hometown officials.” 

 Russell did all the assigning of officials. 

 He had a league called the Tri-State League” with teams from California, 

Nevada and Arizona. 

 There were problems with feelings towards private schools by the public 

schools….he would go out and discuss those feelings with the Catholic 

Athletic League and they were receptive because they didn’t want to be 

ousted from the organization. 

 In the early 1950’s there was a movement to discontinue the football play-

offs because they lasted into December. 

 The local newspapers always supported him and the CIF-SS. 

 They ran a State Track Meet at Stanford Stadium, but they only had 8 lanes 

so they had to put three runners in a lane…they did not stagger them and 

Russell ran down from the stands, stopped the race before the starter shot the 

gun off, and set the runners in the proper place. 

 Russell let the women decide in the member schools what they wanted to do 

with girls sports. A women’s committee drew up rules for girls similar to the 

boys. Many schools did not want to abide by those rules. CIF-SS was 

playing by two rules. When Title IX came out Russell asked the Office of 

Civil Rights to put in writing what they wanted the CIF-SS to do. That 

quieted the schools down and the Civil Right office went after those schools 

not abiding by the Title IX rules 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



William W. “Bill” Russell, age 94, passed away on August 9, 2009. He is survived 

by his daughter and granddaughter, Diana and Thea Vondervoort. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CIF-SS Commissioners 

 

Russell                 Plutko             Fagans           Thomas             Brynes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


