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SETH FIELDS VAN PATTEN 

“The Father of the CIF-SS and Czar” 

 
Seth F. Van Patten was born in Steward, Illinois on July 5, 1873. He 

graduated from the University of Illinois in 1900 and came to California in 

1901. His very early coaching days in California were at the Harvard School 

and Hitchcock Military in South Pasadena. His first full time teaching 

position was at Escondido High School in San Diego. He coached football 

and was very successful when he defeated the powerful San Diego High 

School team twice in the same season (1903)  6 – 5 and 5 – 0. Seth liked to 

tell the story of when he was at Escondido High School the students asked 

him to coach them in baseball and before long he was their starting 

pitcher…team membership and eligibility was far different prior to the 

establishment of the CIF. He moved to Ventura High School for a short time 

and arrived at South Pasadena High School in 1907 where he taught English 

and Social Studies. He became very active in the first attempts to organize 

high school athletics in Southern California. In 1910, he moved to Los 

Angeles High School and became the President of the Los Angeles County 

League. 

 

Seth Van Patten was always very active in the track community and 

attempted several times to take control of the running of the high school 

track meet away from the local colleges and Y.M.C.A. As a number of 

complaints mounted regarding the track meet, Seth issued his famous 

challenge to the local high school track community: 

 

  “…if they did not have the guts enough to run the meet  

                      properly themselves, they did not deserve a championship 

   meet.” 



 

On March 29, 1913, at the Y.M.C.A Fieldhouse and track, the Southern 

California Interscholastic Athletic Association was founded between the 

morning prelims and afternoon finals of the Southern California Track 

Championship. That Association later changed the name to the California 

Interscholastic Federation Southern Section (CIF-SS) following the 

foundation of the State CIF in March, 1914. Seth Van Patten was the 

manager of that meet and would continue in that position for 39 consecutive 

years. He kept the handwritten records of that meet for each of those years. 

 
Seth Van Patten’s handwritten report on the first track meet - 1913 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

In 1926 he moved to Van Nuys High School and continued to be very active 

for the CIF-SS in answering track and eligibility answers. In 1928, Seth Van 

Patten was named Secretary of the CIF-SS Council and was responsible for 

the running of that organization. All meet managers reported directly to 

Seth. From 1932 to 1936, Seth Van Patten was President of the Southern 

California Amateur Athletic Union (AAU). In 1936, Van Patten became the 

first full time CIF-SS Commissioner with a small staff when he retired from 

teaching. 

 
CIF-SS Letterhead when the office was at South Pasadena High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
South Pasadena High School Yearbook - 1936 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Van Patten was known as the “Czar” of the CIF-SS because of his toughness 

and by-the-book-attitude. His grandson Don Thomas said that, “Nothing 

really bothered him too much, at least on the surface. He’d sit there and let 

the guys yap at him, the coaches and all, and not get real ruffled.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Taken from the CIF-SS “Bulletin” Special 75
th

 Anniversary Edition - 1988 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1914 - Seth Van Patten and E.W. Oliver before 2
nd

 CIF-SS Track 

Championship with the Tribune Trophy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1926 Los Angeles High School Yearbook 

Van Patten, Register    Oliver, Vice Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The following history of the CIF-SS was hand-written by Seth Van Patten in 

the summer of 1951: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Van Patten retired in 1950, at the age of 77 and passed away from a heart 

attack on August 11, 1952 in Ventura. He left his wife Edna, a son and 

daughter. His home in Alhambra (2200 Westminster): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Van, prior to his death, was asked to pick his all-time prep high school 

football team: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 


