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GLENDALE HIGH SCHOOL 



CIFSS FOOTBALL CHAMPIONS 

1924 

 
Interesting tidbit for all movie buffs and sports enthusiast…one of the star 

players for the Glendale High School  Dynamiters was Marion Morrison, a 

two year 170 pound starting guard who helped the team win the CIFSS 

Football Championship in 1924 as a senior. Marion Morrison’s stage name 

was JOHN WAYNE. Marion was the Junior and Senior Class President and 

the Sports Editor of the school newspaper. He got his nickname early from 

the fact that he took his dog “Duke” everywhere he went. 

Senior class of 1926 photo:  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

USC football photos 1925. He did well academically in high school and 

barely missed getting into the Naval Academy and accepted a football 

scholarship to USC. He started practice at USC, but hurt himself body 

surfing at the wedge in Newport Beach and was afraid to tell his football 

coach the famous Howard Jones. He lost his scholarship and had to find 

work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It is interesting to note that Glendale High School, the Southern California 

Champion (CIFSS), was not able to play for the State Championship 

because there were so many ties going into the playoffs that the Section was 

not able to declare a Champion in time. Berkeley and Bakersfield played for 

the State Championship instead. One of the early games that year was 

against the USC frosh (lost 0-7 against the Trojan “babes” led by the famous 

Morely Drury, the sensation from Long Beach Poly who would go on to be 

the “Noblest Trojan of Them All”). USC coaches got a good look at the 

young Morrison. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1923 Glendale High School Football Team 

CIF Southern Section Runner-up 

               (Marion Morrison “John Wayne” front row third from the right) 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the 1923 CIF-SS Football Championship game Glendale lost to Long 

Beach Poly. Morrison (John Wayne) was a star of that team too as evidenced 

by these articles in the “Evening Herald” Sport section circa December, 

1923. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Wayne bottom team, first row, third from the right 

 

 

 

 

 

  


