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KINTER HAMILTON – HARVARD SCHOOL 
 (“K.H.” as he was familiarly called) 

 

The Voice for Private Schools in the CIF-SS 

 

Kinter Hamilton was born in Western Pennsylvania in 1877. He attended Grove 

City College and was an outstanding athlete as a track sprinter. He continued his 

education at the University of Pennsylvania Law School where he played football 

and ran track. He transferred to the University of Michigan and received his law 

degree. He married Emma and they would have three girls and two boys (Emma 

passed away in 1937). He moved to California at the beginning of the 1900’s and 

was employed by the Harvard School for Boys in 1902. Harvard was established in 

1900 as a military school located near Western Avenue and Venice Boulevard in 

Los Angeles. In 1911, Harvard became a non-profit corporation under the direction 

of the Episcopal Church.  

Kinter began as a teacher of Latin, economics and history. He received his 

Teaching Certificate from the Los Angeles County Board of Education in 1903. He 

immediately became a coach at Harvard with success in both track and football. He 

personally tried out for the 1904 St. Louis Olympic Games in the sprint relay. He 

continued to run for the Los Angeles Y.M.C.A. track team and often ran with Dean 

Cromwell, the famous coach at USC.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 



In 1906, his Harvard School football team tied USC 6 – 6. In 1907, he helped 

organize one of the first high school athletic leagues in California. He was elected 

President of the Los Angeles County League in 1908 which consisted of two 

sections. The City Section of: 

 Los Angeles High School 

 Los Angeles Poly High School 

 Pasadena High School 

 South Pasadena High School 

 Harvard School 

 Whittier High School 

 Hollywood High School 

 Long Beach High School 

 

 

 and the Suburban Section consisting of: 

 San Pedro High School 

 Glendale High School 

 Monrovia High School 

 Compton High School 

 Azusa High School 

 Alhambra High School 

 Santa Monica High School 

 Bonita High School 

 Downey High School 

 

It was during this time that he formed a life-long relationship with Seth Van Patten, 

the “Founding Father” of the CIF-SS. This relationship, along with their love for 

track and field, initiated the idea of a sports organization of high schools, run by 

high schools and for the benefit of the student-athlete. On March 29, 1913, the 

CIF-SS was founded during the Southern California Track Meet at the Y.M.C.A. 

Field in Boyle Heights. One of the first champions at that meet was Harvard’s 

hurdler Nourse. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Kinter Hamilton was a strong advocate of the CIF-SS and his school was the only 

private school included in the first competitions although Harvard School was not 

a member of any specific league in the early history of the CIF-SS (except when 

they were assigned to the football Suburban League in 1915). Harvard often 

competed as an “at-large” school and was very successful in individual sports like 

track, swimming, cross country, golf and gymnastics. Kinter’s association with the 

CIF-SS lasted from 1914 to 1951. He was a member of the CIF-SS Executive 

Committee from 1935 to 1951 and was the President of that committee from 1941 

to 1951. In 1927, he helped form the first “Private League” which became the 

“Preparatory (Prep) League” in 1928 with Hamilton as the League Representative 

to the CIF-SS Council until 1951. The first members of that Prep League were 

Cathedral, El Segundo High School, Pacific Military and Harvard. Throughout his 

entire career with the CIF-SS he was a strong voice along with Van Patten (often 

referred to as the “Czar” because of his adherence to rules) in maintaining control 

of all high school sports and his legal training served him well. He was a buffer 

between those that wanted to separate the private and public schools athletically 

and fought hard for the inclusion of all private schools in the CIF-SS. 

He is the fourth individual in CIF-SS history to receive the Life Pass (1956). 

The following is part of a hand written letter (later typed and placed in the CIF-SS 

“Monthly Bulletin” of May, 1951) by Seth Van Patten upon Hamilton’s 

announcement of his retirement in 1951: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kinter Hamilton was very active in the Amateur Athletic Union (AAU) and for 

years served as the President of the Southern Pacific Association of the AAU. He 

was instrumental in having the 1932 Olympic Games track and field trials in Los 

Angeles and was a Chief Clerk at those Olympic Games and could always be seen 

in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum during track competition in his red 

Olympic coat. He was one of the premier track starters in the United States and 

served in that function for almost his entire life. 

 

Kinter became involved in the leadership of the Harvard School after his teaching 

and coaching career and became known to his public administrator friends as the 

Principal of the Harvard School. In actuality, he was the Associate Headmaster 

with many of the duties of a high school public Principal. It was a difficult because 

although he had most of the responsibilities of a Headmaster, he had little 

authority. He rarely saw things the same as the Bishop of the school who was quite 

academic and Hunter was more practical minded. Kinter Hamilton loved Harvard 

School and regardless of his official position was responsible for the school 

becoming one of the best private schools in Southern California. One of the more 

prominent moves Hamilton was involved with was the purchase of the defunct 

Hollywood Country Club on Coldwater Canyon in 1937 thanks to his friendship 

with Donald Douglas, founder of Douglas Aircraft. Harvard School eventually 

moved away from the boarding school/Military Institution in the late 1960’s and 

merged with Westlake Girls School in 1989. Hunter retired from Harvard School 

in 1949 and worked briefly at McDonald Douglas Aircraft Company. 

 



 

On Harvard Day - June 11, 1942, the school dedicated the Kinter Hamilton Field 

House which today remains as a practice and testing facility. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


