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HARRY J. MOORE 
“Mr. C.I.F.” 

“The Boss of Bosses” 

 

One of the most prominent men in C.I.F. history and a person that many consider 

to be a founder even though he did not begin his leadership role until 1916. Harry 

J. Moore was born in Los Angeles in 1891 and attended South Pasadena High 

School where he was the Student Body President. In 1908, he was taken to a 

meeting by South Pasadena High School teacher Seth Van Patten, the “Father of 

the C.I.F. Southern Section,” to discuss the foundation of a new high school 

athletic group called the County League (Long Beach Poly, Los Angeles Poly, 

Santa Monica, Pasadena, South Pasadena and Alhambra). This was the beginning 

of formalized high school competition in Southern California which led to the 

creation of the C.I.F. Southern Section in 1913. In 1913, Moore graduated from 

U.S.C. and began his teaching career at Long Beach Polytechnical High School as 

a math instructor and coach. He coached the second team (J.V.) in football, 

assisted with the track team and was the mastermind behind the 110 Pound  C.I.F. 

Southern Section Basketball Champions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1916, he started his official association with the CIF-SS as the Representative to 

the Council for the Bay League which he helped found. The first reference to 

Moore in the CIF-SS minutes: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1919, he became the Assistant Principal at Long Beach Poly and was in charge 

of discipline. His was very strict, but the students felt he was fair and you could 

talk with him. 

 

 

 



 

In 1920, he became President of the CIF-SS and was also named as the President 

of the State CIF Federated Council. He would continue in these roles for thirty-

four years where he attained fame as an adroit leader, a passionate proponent of 

high school sport and gained the nickname of the “Boss of Bosses” for his ability 

to build consensus throughout the State of California. From 1930-1932, he was 

Principal at Lindbergh Junior High School, the Principal at Long Beach Wilson 

High School from 1932-1947, and Assistant Superintendent of the Long Beach 

Unified School District from 1947 to 1957. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of his favorite moments as an administrator at Long Beach Poly was his 

involvement with the Southwest Football Championship when Poly defeated 

Phoenix High School by a score of 102 to 0. A close contest had been predicted 

and the local merchants had promised hats, shirts, ties, etc., to players scoring 



touchdowns. When the game became a rout, the offensive backs allowed the 

linemen to run for touchdowns and share in the loot. 

Not all of his duties as President of the CIF-SS were as pleasant. The following 

1919 controversy is told by Mike Guardabascio in his book, Football in Long 

Beach: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The local community was incensed as indicated by this cartoon in the Poly student 

newspaper: 

 

 

 

 



Thanks to Moore leadership, Long Beach Poly was admitted back into the CIF-SS 

the following year and hard feelings were put to rest. He was most proud of his 

work in lowering the age of high school preps from 21 years of age to 19 and 

eventually 18 years of age to participate. He helped create a student insurance 

program and felt strongly that coaches needed to be certificated staff of the high 

schools. He was most proud of the three-point system of determining a student’s 

classification for Varsity, Class B or Class C (exponents) to replace the old weight 

classification of 110 and 130 pounds which he felt forced the athletes to constantly 

sweat off pounds. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In 1957, Harry J. Moore retired and a league was named after him. The Moore 

League in the CIF-SS in the only league out of 82 leagues that is named after an 

individual. In addition, the “Harry J. Moore C.I.F. Perpetual Trophy” was created 

to recognize the A.A.A. Football Champions. The trophy honored the man 

affectionately known as “Mr. C.I.F.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


