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59" historical “tidbit.”
Dr. John S. Dahlem

1915 CIE-SS FINALS TRACK MEET MEDAL
Won by Earl Thomson, Long Beach High School
Earl “Tommy” Thomson would become an Olympic Champion

The first medals handed out to CIF-SS track individual champions were
made by The T.V. Allen Company at 723 West 7" Street in Los Angeles.
The company would continue to supply championship medals for over a half
a century to the Southern Section. Track coach Robert Summers, from
Hemet High School, has a very nice collection of old track medals including
one from the 1915 CIFSS track finals held at the YMCA Track Field on
March 28, 1915. The medal was awarded to the first place finisher in 120
yard hurdles. Researching the records we find the winner was Earl Thomson
from Long Beach (Poly) High School. Earl’s name was often misspelled
Thompson. Earl Thomson was very busy that day as he also won the discus
and the high jump, was third in the low hurdles and would have run in the
relay had he not been still jumping. He accumulated a total of sixteen (16)
points in the meet and won individual honors. Manual Arts won the team
title and Long Beach, thanks to Thomson, was second. At the first CIF State
Track Meet in Fresno, Thomson won the 120 yard hurdles in a new world
interscholastic record of 15 1/5 seconds. Thomson was also an outstanding
baseball and football player for Long Beach.

Thomson, a Canadian citizen whose parents moved to California from
Saskatchewan when he was 8 years old, won the gold medal in the 110
hurdles at the 1920 Olympic Games for Canada. Earl, who was almost
totally deaf, became a National Champion at USC and Dartmouth College
and coached at the U.S. Naval Academy for thirty-six (36) years where his
team won the national collegiate title in 1945. He died in 1971.
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Meet where the medal was presented to Earl Thom(p)son

RESULTS OF
PREP MEET.

—
. The score of the Southern
Californla interscholastic cham-
plonships follows:

School— Polnts.
Manual Arts sesseess 5413-15
Long Beach ......... 26
J. A. Polytechnle .... 151.5

Riverside Boy's High.. 12
Pusadena . TR |
Sunti Paula . . 67-10
Glendulo covrviaeavans

ledlands
Los Angeles High
San Diego High .
Santa Ana ..
Fullerton
Anahelm ......
Fillmore ..
fan Bernardino ......
Compton ...
Hollywoed High .....
Chaffer Union IMigh.
Monrovin ..
Santa Monica ........
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Manual Wins.

(Continued from First Page.)

nd he was through for the day. Be-
e the relay he tried to lHmber up.
Vith every stride his face twisted
1 response to the painful effort, He
suld not run.
WAVES SUIL. ASIDB.

A substitute runner was placed on
10 coursesto take the last lap. Wark
tood watching Muanual Arts climb
it on each lap. As his team mate
ime down the stretch, several feet
ehind the Manual Arts man, some-
ne said, “Take it, Wark, make up the
iss and give us the reluy."”

It was like a powder stimulant.
he Long Beach bhoy threw off hils
ith robe, shoved the substitute aside

and jumped into the race. 1le was
touched off three yards behind the
Manual Arts runner. For twenty-tive
vardy he held his own. Then he began
to wealken strength, he guthered his
muscles again  under control and
picked up a few inches; but it was
no use.

Once on the straightaway, hoe head-
ed in the general direction of the
tape: but he was an athletic derelict,
His head fell forward, hig choppy
little stride was frregular, he took up
the whole course then pitched for-
ward. As he was going down he
fought gamely to keep his feet like a
football player stumbling through the
line; but he fell in the shadow of the
tape.

Los Angeles Iligh was second in the
relay. Anaheim won third place and
Hollywood fourth The race gave
Manual Arts a new record, The time
of 1m,, 34 3-5s, made by Long Beach
Inst year, was cut to 1m., 33 2-5s. by
the Manual men,

THOMPSON IS THERE,

Thompson of Long Beach and Bid-
well of Glendle went
new record in the high jump. The
boys tled at 6ft. 1 3-4in.,, breaking
the record made by Argobrite of Ven-
tura High at Bovard Field in 1308 by
three-fourths of an inch.

H. Lamport of Manual Arts clipped
onc-fifth of a second off of the 220
hurdle record formerlv held by Gene
Kern of Pasadena High. Lamport
won a elose race from 1louse of River-
slde In 25 3-5s.

Thampson of Tong Beach sprung a
surprise on the ecritics when he
showed over Jiouse of Riverside in
the 120 high hurdle, but the River-
«ide boy crowded him back to third in
the low stick event.

The Thompson hov was a busy man
on the ficld yesterdy. While appear-
Ing m the discus, ho stopped long
enough to win the high hurdles, then
went back and took firet in the for-
mer event. During the high jump
he entered tho low hurdles, taking
taird and then returned to the high
jump and tied for flrst placo and
new record. He was to have run In
the relay but was still jumping when
that event was called und his coach
decided to keep him out of the fimul
act,

House of Riverslde took the hroad
jump with a leap of 20ft, 11 1-8in.

fifty-fifty on a n

Plaven of Santa Ana was but ome
eighth of an inch behind him whe
the measuring took place. Second I
both tho hurdle events also went t
House.

The Lamport brothers of Manua
Arts did an excellent day's work fo
their scheol. W. Lamport finishe:
second in the 100 and 220-yard dash
siving Wark a closo call. The othe
brother took first In the low hurdle
2nd third in the high sticks.

GOOD MANAGEMENT.

All the morning the high schoo
boys worked through the prellminar
les and when it camo to the finals
tho cvents were run off with system
atic management, seldom seen in sucl
A great meet. Seth F. Van Patten
manager, and every official on th
fleld did thelr duty perfectly. Thy
Policing of the fleld was excellent anc
only officials and athletes were allowe
on the courso at any time.

The summary:
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fourth: time 4m. 40 3-5a,
rd dasl:  Won by Wark (Long Beach:) W
(Manal  Arts)” second: Needham (8w
Jameson (Los Angeles,) fourth; tm
V0Nard haedlens  Won by Thomnson (Lon
Teach,)  House (Riverside,) rocond: 1l Lampor
{Manyal Aria) thind; Hammaker (Qoia Ana,) fourlh
440-vand dash: Won by Conn (Paxadcps.) Hughe

(Manusl Arta) ‘second; Norw (1in Bernaidino,
qu.l& Dow (Redlands,) fourth: time 53<

2203, h: Won by Wark (u?z Beach) W
Jamport (Manual Arts,) second, Fitzalmmons (Man
mtl‘.}ru.) third, Necdbam (San Dicgy,) fourth; tim
2 46

220-yard low hurdles: Won by M. Lamport (Man
Artas)  Houw (Rirerside,) “second: Thampsm
(Long Weach,) thirl; Strehle” (San Diego,) fourth

tme 25 3-fa

R0-yanl mm:  Won hy George (Poly.)
fPal\,) aeond: Rice (Fillmare,) thind; Yount (Red
lapde,) fourth; time 2m, 3 2-a,

Pole vault: * Won by Manrer (Manual Arts:) Tal
(Santa Panla,) and Creswell (Pomona,) Ued for me
ond and thinl, Thilds Qlanual Arts,) Smith (Mon
soma) Harvey (Snta Panla,) Haney (Poly,) Zucl
{Santa_Monica,) tiel for fourth: height 11ft, Yin
(Ties Southem California record,)

Diwus, Won by Thompwn (Lang Beach,) Stewar
{Mannal Arts,) sccond; Helm (Manual Arts,) thind
Manley (Compton,) fourth; di

<ot put:  Won by Brubsck
(Mallertn,) second .

Binett (Manil Arts,) fourth

Bmad jnmp: Wnan

{Santa Ana) second %
Bidnell (Gleadale,) fanrth; distance 20ft, 11 ’,ihu

High mop-  Thompenn (Long Rewch,) and Ridwe
'fml‘d"e')ﬂ‘g,mq‘n; n’rut: \\'cb:;ﬁ n?nl:msmh_
thanl, Am (Chaffer,) Bemgs nnal A an
Steweard (Manual Arts,) beight 0ft, 1%(a. ~ (Souther
Califrmis record.)

Relaye Won hy Maaual Arta: Los Angeles, #ccond
Annheim, thinl* Holhwoikl, fourth: time Im
43 3-iv  (Southern Calfornia rrcond.)
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Earl Thomson at Long Beach (Poly) High School - 1915
(Track team with Thomson on the right)

1920 Olympics
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Earl Thomson (centre, in shorts) won an Olympic gold
medal for Canada in the 110-metre men’s hurdles at
the 1920 Summer Games in Antwerp. The source of the
photo is unknown but is probably from a Canadian
military track meet in Ontario during the final months
of World War 1.

Saskatchewan Sports Hall of Fame and Museum

Enters USC...note last paragraph

THOMSON TO
Naval Academy ENTER U.S.C.

[LOCAL CORRESPONDENCE ]

LONG BEACH, Jan, 5—Long
Beach's loss will be the Unlver-
sity of Southern California's
gain next month, when Earl
Thomson, star track and foot-
ball man, graduates from the
local institution.

Thomson, although a ver- .
satile athlcte, is at his best on |
the track. He holds the Pacific *
Coast interscholastic record In |
the high hurdles with a mark of
15s. flat, and should fill the gap
in the obstacle departinent of |
track athletics left vacant thws °
year at U.S.C by Fred Keclly. .

Thomson established a new |
Coast record in the high hurdles -
in the State interscholastic meet
at Palo Alto last spring by
clipping 1-5 of a second off the ,
previous best time.

Thomson also consistently
clears the bar at over six feet
in the high jump, making a
six foot, two-inch jump last .
spring in the same meet that '
he set up a new record in the
high hurdles. Yo §s also a
good broad jumper and runs the
low sticks In excellent time.

The Long Beach marvel fis
also a remarkable athlete in the
respect that he has developed
into an exceptional performer
both in track and football in
spite of a bad hole in his side
sustained several years ago
when the accldental discharge
of a shotgun blew out a couple
of his ribs. His injury, how-
ever, never bothers him, he
sa)s,




