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THE CIF-SS SPORT OF ROWING – CREW 

 
The 1932 Olympic Games staged in Los Angeles provided the impetus for 

the beginning of high school rowing or crew. Long Beach Marine Stadium, 

which was built for the Olympic Games, became the home of high school 

rowing from 1932 until the war years of the early 1940’s. The eight oared 

shell “Sakura,” which was rowed by the Japanese 1932 Olympic team, was 

purchased by the Long Beach Commission and in the fall of 1932, nine 

Long Beach Wilson High School boys took it down the Marine Stadium 

course. Another shell, a Tyee, was purchased from a movie company. Long 

Beach Poly and Compton High Schools joined Wilson two years later and 

since the spring of 1935 there was a regular staging of a high school 

championship. The championship was called the Long Beach Interscholastic 

Rowing Regatta. In addition, those three schools also competed against high 

schools from the North in the California State Prep Rowing Championships 

which were also held at Marine Stadium. Alameda High School, winner of 

the Northern California title, was the dominate high school team in the state. 

The Alameda High School crew was coached by the famous University of 

California rowing coach Ky Ebright. The Long Beach crews were coached 

by Fred Woods, Peter Archer and Crafton Pauls. Poly, Wilson and Compton 

High Schools also competed against the local junior colleges and 

universities. Many of the local high school rowers went on to row for the top 

college teams in the nation. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Long Beach Wilson crew working out. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

First Long Beach Poly Crew Team – 1935 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poly’s 1936 rowing team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Poly’s crew in action at Marine Stadium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Long Beach Poly Rowing Team and Cheerleaders with crew megaphone 

1941 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

1933-1934 Long Beach Wilson crew – the first organized high school 

rowing crew in California. 


