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58" historical “tidbit.”
Dr. John S. Dahlem

THE CIF-SS SPORT OF ROWING — CREW

The 1932 Olympic Games staged in Los Angeles provided the impetus for
the beginning of high school rowing or crew. Long Beach Marine Stadium,
which was built for the Olympic Games, became the home of high school
rowing from 1932 until the war years of the early 1940’s. The eight oared
shell “Sakura,” which was rowed by the Japanese 1932 Olympic team, was
purchased by the Long Beach Commission and in the fall of 1932, nine
Long Beach Wilson High School boys took it down the Marine Stadium
course. Another shell, a Tyee, was purchased from a movie company. Long
Beach Poly and Compton High Schools joined Wilson two years later and
since the spring of 1935 there was a regular staging of a high school
championship. The championship was called the Long Beach Interscholastic
Rowing Regatta. In addition, those three schools also competed against high
schools from the North in the California State Prep Rowing Championships
which were also held at Marine Stadium. Alameda High School, winner of
the Northern California title, was the dominate high school team in the state.
The Alameda High School crew was coached by the famous University of
California rowing coach Ky Ebright. The Long Beach crews were coached
by Fred Woods, Peter Archer and Crafton Pauls. Poly, Wilson and Compton
High Schools also competed against the local junior colleges and
universities. Many of the local high school rowers went on to row for the top
college teams in the nation. .




Sixth Annual Long Beach Interscholastic
Rowing Regatta

- MAY 11, 1940

I Sponsored by The Loflg, Beach Recreation &
Commission and The Long Beach Board of Education

OFFICIALS

Board of Stewards: Clyde Doyle, Walter Scott, Dr. Frank Harnett,
David Burcham, Harry J. Moore, S¢ott Thompson.

Starter: Graften Pauls. Judge (}f Finish: Frank Adams. Timers:
James Swan and Pete Archer. Judges of the course: Roland T. Davis,
Walter Bell, Sydney Foster, Selmer Ostlie.

Crew Queen for Wilson: Rosemary Trucano

Crew Queen for Poly: Blythe Teters.

Crew Managers for Wilson: James McIntyre, Sam Moore, Ken
Shuster, Oliver Smith and Robert Panter.

Crew Managers for Poly: Ed HRaralson, Gerald Hanewinckel, Gene
Fisher, Paul Lamp, Major Scobey and Stanley Smith.

staged April 13, Wilson and Poly
th Compton having two chalked up
to their credit. Of the seven races four count in the point system to
decide the high school championship—the varsity and junior varsity
and the lightweight varsity and lightweight junior varsity. One point
is scored by the school entering a crew and one point for each crew that
it. defeats, so that if there are thrée,‘crews in the race the winning boat
' receives three-points, one for enteri!% and one for each of the two boats it

* tied with eight points apiece, a

| led to the finish. The point standing at the end of the May 25 regatta will
definitely decide which school is eutitled to rate itself city champions
and take possession of the J. Lynn dvery Trophy for the year 1940.

HOW TOC TELL THE CREWS APART

The lanes are numbered from the north side of the course to the
south side so that lane 1 is the north side of the course and lane 4 is
the grandstand or south side of the course.

First Race: 1:00 P. M. Distance 1500 Meters.

Wilson 5th Varsity rowing Panther in Lane 2: Bow-Bill Lemley,
2-Wendall Tiffany, 3-Charles Goodwin, 4-Bill Blackwell, 5-Joe Reed,
| 6-Jack Witz, 7-Bill Clay, Stroke-Bob; Bruns. Coxswain .

Wilson 4th Varsity rowing Tyet in Lane 3: Bow, Floyd Swanson,
2 Vance Karli, 3 Audley Irvine, 4 Narvey Rookus, 5 Dick Lindemann,
6 Walter Heyer, 7 Steve Aiken, Stm}ze James Feltham, Coxswain Louis
Brenton. 3

Poly 4th Varsity rowing Sakura uii Lane 4: Bow Jack Calori, 2 George
Divine, 3 Steve Lloyd, 4 Michael Glass, 5 Dick Burke, 6 Jeff Olson, 7
Lloyd Barry, Stroke Howard Krause; Coxswain Ed Slocomb.

1. 2. j 3:

Time ;
Second Race: 1:30 P. M. Dista.q'ce 1000 Meters.
Poly 4th Lightweights rowing Tyee in Lane 3: Bow Paul Crum, 2
Gene Fesler, 3 Norman Price; 4 Dick Jole, 5 Kenneth Kapp, 6 George
Johnston, 7 Wesley Lilley, Stroke Bob McIntyre, Coxswain Glenn Barnes.
Poly 3rd Lightweights rowing Panther in Lane 2: Bow Jeff Webb, 2
Hoover Pratt, 3 Chester B. Walker, 4 Albert Brown, 5 Laird Walline, 6 Bill |
Sage, 7 George Brown, Stroke Tom Sykes, Coxswain Leslie Reilly.
Wilson 3rd Lightweights rowing Sakura in Lane 4: Bow Hugh Wide-
teck, 2 Richard Rumble, 3 Frank Wilson, 4 Howard Hoyt, 5 Maurice
O’Conner, 6 Bob Marks, 7 Bill Vessey, Stroke Gilbert Krueger, Céoxswain
Don Gates. i
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JACKRABBITS TURN TO WATER
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Trained by Coach Peter Archer, the Long Beach High
School crew candidates drill at Marine Stadium in their
fraining barges. Wide World photos
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Long Beach Wilson crew working ou




Just an old regatta custom—a wirining coxswain
gets a ducking in approved varsiiy fashion
as the juwilant high scheol crew ceigbrates.



Alameda Crew
Annexes Honors

Northern California
Preps Best Wilson,
Poly, Compton Eights

LONG BEACH, May 6. (Exclu-
sive)—Adameda High’s powerful
crew captured the State prep
rowing championship at Marine
Stadium here today by defeating
Woodrow Wilson, Long Beach
Poly and Compton High eights,

Wilson was second by a length,
Poly third a half-length behind
Wilson, and Compton third a
length and a half behind Poly.

Alameda, coached by Ky Eb-
right of the University of Cali-
fornia, established a new 1500-
meter course record with the
time of 4m. 59.8s., which betters
by 8.8s. the mark set by Poly.

ROWED EVENLY

The four crews rowed evenly!
the first 500 meters, hut atthat!
point Alameda, undecfeated for;
two years and recent winner of.
the Northern California title,|
pulled away to a halflength|
lead. At 1200 meters the north-,
ern shell had a lead of more
than a length. A terrific sprint,
by Wilson, which started too
late, cut the advantage to al
length.




First Long Beach Poly Crew Team — 1935




Long Beach Poly Rowing Team and Cheerleaders with crew megaphone
1941
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1933-1934 Long Beach Wilson crew — the first organized high school
rowing crew in California.

OWING Witk the distinetive hotor of hemg the
firsr erpanized high school rowmg crew in Californis,
Wilson's Yarsity sweepsters have comp Jeted thetr hst
vear of compe ritiens. In their hrst race. the Brinas, coacheo
"»x Fred Woods and stroked by Captain g\iuss;, swept
dzm n the 2000 meter Olvmpic course it 7 mintes and
59 seconds following close in the wake of Sacramento
[ the LLC LA Freshmen, and the Lo it Beach Row-
ing Club, 'thu finished in that order. In a march race
with the 11L.C T A Frosh. Wilson pulled in two f»n‘gihx
behind over a 2000 meter course, Wilser’s best practice
time was 7114, Credit for mmaguﬁtmg rowing in Wil
SO S xpmfx calenda ooes oy Ben Dether rage, Whigx‘ R v
r’{ ?'Fl !X’t&““‘{*f s lﬁct"'\.ﬁ“ﬁ"ﬂtdx 11 ‘u’i)—ukulg 1ﬂt?”"k“~t ﬂ}
Wi fs:: Vs fatest sport.

]
!w
ok

e

L

ML Waal
i “V.’ﬁr}’ Adams,




