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ANAHEIM HIGH SCHOOL’S FIRST SPORTS HERO 

 

CLARENCE “BUCK’ BEEBE 

(1913-1914) 

 

 
Anaheim High School (opened 1898) was one of the original members of 

the CIFSS when it was founded on May 15, 1913. Anaheim High School 

belonged to one of the original five leagues in the CIFSS…the Orange 

League. The Colonists of Anaheim have a rich athletic tradition highlighted 

by the famous football teams of the 1950’s led by the legendary football 

coach Clare Van Hoorebeke. They still have the highest attendance mark to 

watch a CIFSS Championship football game in 1956 when they played 

Downey High School to a 13-13 tie in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum 

before 50,000 fans.  The Colonists were led by the “Galloping Ghost of La 

Palma Park,” Mickey Flynn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“Buck” Beebe 

Front row center 

1914 Anaheim H.S. 

 



 

Perhaps the “Noblest Colonist” of all time was a short little skinny youngster 

who ran the mile and ½ mile during the track seasons of 1913 and 1914. 

During those formative sports days for Anaheim High School they were 

dominated by Orange League teams and even had to cancel their football 

season in 1911 because they could not find enough “willing  young men” to 

play. But, in track and field, the Colonist dominated. Led by Coach Hall, the 

Anaheim track team beat most of their competition including local college 

teams. Clarence “Buck” Beebe was an exceptional athlete who also was a 

star on the basketball team. He ran as fast as a “buck,” thus his nickname, 

and enjoyed hard work outs. When he wanted to run both the mile and ½ 

mile he was questioned by many, but just laughed because, “he just does this 

little stunt about six times a week.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As a junior, Clarence ran in the Stanford Invitational Meet (1913). This 

meek was considered the unofficial State Championships (first State CIF 

Track Meet was held in 1915). Clarence won both the mile and half mile and 

helped Anaheim High School place 3
rd

 in the whole state of California. The 

following year at the first ever CIFSS Track Championships held at the 

YMCA field on March 28, 1913, he again won both the mile and half mile 

helping Anaheim High School place second in Southern California. In the 

Stanford Meet of 1914, he ran the mile and was just beaten at the tape, but 

broke the World Interscholastic mile record. 

 



Clarence “Buck” Beebe was truly a sensational athlete who took on all 

comers including college man and had a phenomenal career. It is interesting 

to note his best times during the 1913-1914 track seasons would be excellent 

today and even qualify him for the current State CIF Track meet. It must 

also be remembered that he ran on very uneven hard dirt tracks with poor 

shoes and minimal training knowledge. 

 

Mile Run……………4:26.4 minutes 

 

½ Mile Run…………1:58.3 

 
AMAZING! 

 

 
“The Noblest Colonist of all time” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beebe winning the mile in the 1914 CIFSS Track Championship 

4:39.4 – second year in a row 

(“Los Angeles Tribune”  –  March 29, 1914) 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beebe continued his track career at USC and was the Captain of the track team 

 

 


