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THE TRACK MEET THAT STARTED THE CIFSS…1913 

 
Track and field had always been a “live topic” in Los Angeles as Seth Van 

Patten, one of the first leaders of the CIFSS, referred to the sport that was the 

genesis for the creation of the Southern Section. The early high school track 

meets were organized and run by the YMCA and local colleges. The 

unorganized leagues had many complaints about these meets and when they 

asked Van Patten to express their ire, he bluntly told the league 

representatives in 1913, “that if they did not have the guts enough to take 

over the meet and run it themselves that they did not deserve to have a 

championship meet.”  He also told the representatives that, “he would not go 

to the YMCA and colleges with further complaints.” The County League, 

along with permission from the other local leagues, hired Van Patten as the 

manager for their first championship track and field meet to be held in 

March of 1913. This group of unorganized leagues would then, as a result of 

the success of this meet, develop the SCIAC (Southern California 

Interscholastic Athletic Council) later named the CIF Southern Section. 

The meet was held Saturday afternoon, March 29, 1913, on the YMCA field. 

There were 162 entries that paid 25 cents to enter the event and 19 cities 

represented. Among the expenses were 25cents for a finish tape and $9.25 

for “cloth” numbers for the athletes. The meet made $259.50 with $71.81 

being returned to the 20 schools who participated from the profits. 

Pomona High School won the meet by one point over Hollywood High 

School 28 to 27. Hall of Santa Paula High School was the star of meet 

winning the pole vault, shot put and discus. The “Los Angeles Times” writer 

said, “the young man has lots of ‘pep’…” 

 

 
                          

                        



                                                                              

Articles from the “Los Angeles Times” 

 

 

March 28, 1913                                                     March 30, 1913 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Articles from the “Los Angeles Tribune” – March, 1913: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


