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ALL TIME CIF-SS 100 GREATEST ATHLETES

BOYS

Baseball (13) 1937 Jackie Robinson * Muir Tech
Ted Williams* San Diego Hoover
Walter Johnson * Fullerton
Arky Vaughan * Fullerton
Tony Gwynn * L.B. Poly
Duke Snider * Compton
Bob Lemon * L.B. Wilson
Eddie Mathews * Santa Barbara
George Brett * El Segundo
Gary Carter * Sunny Hills
Ralph Kiner * Alhambra

. Rollie Fingers * Upland
Jackie Robinson Bert Blyleven* Santiago-GG

at Muir Tech
*National Baseball Hall of Fame

— 44,._.

Walter Johnson at Fullerton HS
on the right




Basketball (9) 1983

Football (18)

Glenn Davis

1942

Reqgaie Miller
George Yardley*

Dennis Johnson*
Keith Erickson
Paul Westphal
Keith Wilkes
Raymond Lewis
Tracey Murray
Paul Pierce

Riverside Poly
Newport Harbor
Dominquez

El Segundo
Aviation

Santa Barbara
Verbum Day
Glendora
Inglewood

*National Basketball Hall of Fame

Glenn Davis **
Anthony Munoz ***
Ronnie Lott ***
Ron Mix ***

Bruce Mathews ***
Ron Yary ***

Gary Zimmerman***
John Huarte **
Carson Palmer **
Matt Leinart**
Frankie Albert

Pat Haden

Morley Drury

Earl McCullough
Gene Washington
Tony Gonzalez

Sam Cunningham
Billy Kilmer

** Heisman Trophy Winner

Bonita

Chaffey
Eisenhower
Hawthorne
Arcadia
Bellflower
Walnut

Mater Dei
Santa Margarita
Mater Dei
Glendale
Bishop Amat
L.B. Poly

L.B. Poly

L.B. Poly
Huntington Beach
Santa Barbara
Citrus

*** Prog Football Hall of Fame



Golf (3) 1994

Soccer (2) 1986

Swimming (3) 1977

Tennis (4) 1989

Track (11) 1922

Volleyball (2) 1978

Water Polo (2) 1999

Wrestling (1) 1985

Tiger Woods
Billy Casper
Mark O’Meara

Eric Wynalda
Landon Donovan

Brian Goodell
Tim Shaw
Aaron Piersol

Pete Sampras
Jack Kramer

Bobby Riggs
Stan Smith

Bud Houser
Mike Powell
Charlie Dumas
Charlie Paddock
Perry O’Brien
Jack Davis

Bob Seagren
Frank Wykoff
Cornelius Johnson
Louie Zamperini
Earl Thomson

Karch Kiraly
Todd Rogers

Tony Azevedo
Terry Schroeder

Stephen Abas

Western
Chula Vista, S.D.
Mission Viejo

Westlake

Redland East Valley

Mission Viejo
L.B. Wilson
Newport Harbor

Palos Verdes
Montebello
Franklin
Pasadena

Oxnard
Edgewood
Compton
Pasadena

Santa Monica
Glendale Hoover
Pomona
Glendale

L.A High
Torrance

Long Beach Poly

Santa Barbara
San Marcos

L.B. Wilson
San Marcos

Canyon Springs




Basketball  (4) 1982 Cheryl Miller Riverside Poly
Lisa Leslie Morningside
Ann Meyers Sonora
Diana Taurasi Don Lugo

Cross Country (1) 1976 Dena Drossin Agoura
Golf (2) 1972 Laura Baugh L.B. Wilson
Mickey Wright San Diego Hoover
Soccer (2) 1989 Julie Foudy Mission Viejo
Joy Fawcett Edison
Softball (3) 1989 Lisa Fernandez St. Joseph
Stacey Nuveman St. Lucy’s

Leah O’Brien Don Lugo




Swimming

(6)

Track

Volleyball

Water Polo

(3)

(6)

()
(3)

1961

1993

1994

1978

Janet Evans

Pat McCormick
Cynthia Woodhead
Dara Torres

Jill Sterkel
Amanda Beard

Billie Jean King (Moffitt)

Lindsay Davenport
Maureen Connolly

GRS
LN gt ¢

Marion Jones
Joanna Hayes
Allyson Felix
Lillian Copeland
Natalie Kaaiawaha
Martha Watson

Misty May
Flo Hyman

Maureen Q’Toole
Brenda Villa
Camy Craig

El Dorado
L.B. Wilson
Riverside poly
Westlake

Los Altos
Irvine

L.B. Poly
Murrieta Valley
San Diego Cathedral

Thousand Oaks
J.W. North, Riv.
L.A. Baptist

L.A. High School
Fullerton

Long Beach Poly

Newport Harbor
Inglewood

L.B. Wilson
Bell Gardens
Santa Barbara




CRITERIA
The following criteria are established as a baseline determination for inclusion for
the 100 Greatest CIFSS athletes:

e Athletes only...no coaches, contributors, etc.

¢ Inclusion based on athletic accomplishments in high school and following
high school, i.e., Olympics, Halls of Fame, etc. Graduation from that high
school not criteria.

e Based on athletic prowess...”what was done on the playing field” and not a
discussion of character.

e CIFSS sanctioned sports only.

o Athletes from the current Los Angeles City Section (founded - 1935) and
San Diego Section (founded - 1960) included if attendance was prior to the
foundation of those two sections when they were CIF Southern Section
schools.

e Athletes did not necessarily have to play that sport in high school if they
attained greatness after graduation. This is to accommodate women who
could not play CIFSS sports prior to 1970’s.

e Special attention given to all sports sanctioned by the CIFSS.

e Special attention given to women who played CIFSS sports.

EXAMPLE OF EXCEPTIONAL ATHLETES WHO ATTENDED
CIESS SCHOOLS, BUT DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN AN
OFFICIAL CIFSS SPORTS OR WERE CONTRIBUTORS AND
“WOULD NOT” BE CONSIDERED FOR INCLUSION IN THE

LIST:
Peggy Fleming Ice Skating Pasadena
Michelle Kwan Ice Skating Rim of the World
Pete Rozelle NFL Commissioner Compton
Willie Shoemaker Horse Racing El Monte

Resources for the greatest California Athletes:
e CalHiSports.com Golden Greats...All-Time Top 100 Men and
Women
o “Sports lllustrated” 50 Greatest California Sports Figures
e Discussion with Sports historians and trivia buffs.




Thomas Brynes
Mitch Carty

Bill Clark

Dean Crowley
John Costello
John Dahlem
Ronnie Flores
Mike Guardabascio
John Jackson
Eric Maddy

Pat McBride
Rick Obrand
Kristine Rach
Scott Raftery
Thom Simmons
Eric Sondheimer
Mark Tennis
Rob Wigod
Rainer Wulf

Accomplishments
Walter Johnson

e Baseball Hall of Fame

Earl Thomson

COMMITTEE

Former State CIF Commissioner
CIFSS Director of Budget & Finances
Former CIFSS Assistant Commissioner
Former CIFSS Commissioner

CIFSS Director of Marketing

CIFSS Historian, Past President CIFSS
CalHiSports

Gazette Newspapers

Fox Sports West

Calpreps

Fox Sports West

Southern California Sports Historian
CIFSS Assistant Commissioner

CIFSS Assistant Commissioner

CIFSS Director of Communications
“Los Angeles Times”

CalHiSports

CIFSS Commissioner

CIFSS Assistant Commissioner

e 1920 Olympics High Hurdles (Gold) — representing Canada
e US Track and Field Hall of Fame

Charles Paddock

e 1920 Olympics 100m (Gold) and 200 (2)
e 1924 Olympics 200 (2) 100 (5)

e 1928 Olympics 200 (DNP)

e US National Track & Field Hall of Fame



Bus Houser
e 1924 Olympics Discus & Shot Put (Gold)
e 1928 Olympics Discus (1)
e US Track & Field Hall of Fame

Lillian Copeland
e 1928 Olympics Discus (Silver)
e 1932 Olympics Discus (Gold)
e US Track & Field Hall of Fame
e National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame

Morley Drury
e College Football Hall of Fame

Frank Wykoff
e 1928 Olympics 100 (4) and 4x100 relay (Gold)
e 1932 Olympics 4x100 relay (Gold)
e 1936 Olympics 100 (4) and 4x100 relay (Gold)
e US National Track & Field Hall of Fame

Arky Vaughn
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Cornelius Johnson
e 1932 Olympics High Jump (4) (as a high school junior)
e 1936 Olympics High Jump (Gold)
e US National Track & Field Hall of Fame

Lou Zamperini

e 1936 Olympics 5000
Ted Williams

e Baseball Hall of Fame
Bobby Riggs

e International Tennis Hall of Fame

Jackie Robinson
e Baseball Hall of Fame



Bob Lemon
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Frank Albert
e College Football Hall of Fame

Jack Kramer
e International Tennis Hall of Fame

Ralph Kiner
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Glenn Davis
e College Football Hall of Fame

Duke Snider
e Baseball Hall of Fame

George Yardley
e Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame

Pat McCormick

1952 Olympics Platform Diving & Springboard Diving (Gold)
1956 Olympics Platform Diving & Springboard Diving (Gold)
International Swimming Hall of Fame

International Women’s Sports Hall of Fame

Eddie Matthews
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Billy Casper
e World Golf Hall of Fame
e PGA Hall of Fame

Parry O’Brien
e 1952 Olympics Shot Put (Gold)
1956 Olympics Shot Put (Gold)
1960 Olympics Shot Put (2)
1964 Olympics Shot Put (4)
US National Track & Field Hall of Fame



Jack Davis
e 1952 Olympics High Hurdles (2)
e 1956 Olympics High Hurdles (2)
e US Track & Field Hall of Fame

Maureen Connolly Brinker
e International Tennis Hall of Fame

Mickey Wright
e LPGA Hall of Fame
e World Golf Hall of Fame

Charles Dumas
e 1956 Olympics High Jump (Gold)
e 1960 Olympics High Jump (6)
e US Track & Field Hall of Fame

Ron Mix
e Pro Football Hall of Fame

Bill Kilmer
e College Football Hall of Fame

John Huarte
e College Football Hall of Fame

Billie Jean King
e 2006 inducted into the California Hall of Fame
e 2011 inducted into the Southern California Tennis Hall of Fame

Keith Erickson
e 1964 Olympics Volleyball

Bob Seagren
e 1968 Olympics Pole Vault (Gold)
e 1972 Olympics Pole Vault (2)
e US Track & Field Hall of Fame

Rollie Fingers
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Ron Yary
e College Football Hall of Fame
e Pro Football Hall of Fame



Stan Smith
e International Tennis Hall of Fame

Martha Watson
e 1964,1968, 1972, 1976 Olympics Long Jump (DNP)
e 1972 Olympics 4x100 Relay (4)
e 1976 Olympics 4x 100 Relay (7)
e US National Track & Field Hall of Fame

Paul Westphal
¢ Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame

Bert Blyleven
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Sam Cunningham
e College Football Hall of Fame

Jamaal Wiles
e Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame

George Brett
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Gary Carter
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Dennis Johnson
e Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame

Flo Hyman
e Made 1980 Olympic team buy US boycotted
e 1984 Olympics (2)
e US Volleyball Hall of Fame

Ann Meyers — Drysdale

1976 Olympics (2)

Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame
International Women’s Sport’s Hall of Fame



Tim Shaw
1976 Olympics 400 Freestyle (2)
1976 Olympics 4x200 Freestyle Relay (Gold)
1984 Olympics Water Polo (2)
Qualified for 1980 Olympics but US boycotted
e International Swimming Hall of Fame
Anthony Munoz
e Pro Football Hall of Fame

Ronnie Lott
e College Football Hall of Fame
e Pro Football Hall of Fame

Brian Goodell

1976 Olympics 400 Freestyle (Gold)

1976 Olympics 1500 Freestyle (Gold)
Qualified for 1980 Olympics but US boycotted
International Swimming Hall of Fame

Terry Schroeder

e 1984 Olympics (2)
1988 Olympics (2)
1992 Olympics (4)
International Swimming Hall of Fame
US Water Polo Hall of Fame
Olympic Coach 2008

Tony Gwynn
e Baseball Hall of Fame

Charles “Karch” Kiraly

1984 Olympics (Gold)

1988 Olympics (Gold)

1996 Olympics Beach Volleyball (Gold)
US Volleyball Hall of Fame

Bruce Matthews
e Pro Football Hall of Fame

Gary Zimmerman
e University of Oregon Hall of Fame
e Pro Football Hall of Fame



Jill Sterkel

1976 Olympics 100 Freestyle (7)

1976 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle Relay (Gold)
1984 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle Relay (Gold)
1988 Olympics 50 Freestyle (3)

1988 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle Relay (3)
Qualified for the 1980 Olympics but US boycotted
International Swimming Hall of Fame

Maureen O’Toole

2000 Olympics (2)
International Swimming Hall of Fame

Mike Powell

1988 Olympics Long Jump (2)
1992 Olympics Long Jump (2)
1996 Olympics Long Jump (5)
US Track & Field Hall of Fame

Cheryl Miller

1984 Olympics (Gold)
Naismith Basketball Hall of Fame
Women’s Basketball Hall of Fame

Cynthia Woodhead

1984 Olympics 200 Freestyle (Gold)
Qualified for the 1980 Olympics but US boycotted

Reggie Miller

1996 Olympics (Gold)

Dara Torres

1984 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle Relay

1988 Olympics 4x100 Medley Relay (2)
1988 Olympics 4 x100 Freestyle Relay (3)
1992 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle Relay (Gold)

2000 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle & 4x100 Medley Relay (Gold)

2000 Olympics 50 & 100 Freestyle (3)

2000 Olympics 100 Butterfly (3)

2008 Olympics 50 Freestyle (2)

2008 Olympics 4x100 Freestyle & 4x100 Medley Relay (2)



Joy Fawcett
e 1996 Olympics (Gold)
e US Soccer Hall of Fame

Julie Foudy

e 1996 Olympics (Gold)
2000 Olympics (2)
2004 Olympics (Gold)
1987-2004 US National Team
US Soccer Hall of Fame

Lisa Fernandez
e 1996 Olympics (Gold)
e 2000 Olympics (Gold)
e 2004 Olympics (Gold)

Janet Evans

e 1988 Olympics 400 Freestyle (Gold)
1988 Olympics 400 Individual Medley (Gold)
1992 Olympics 400 & 800 Freestyle (Gold)
1996 Olympics
International Swimming Hall of Fame

Pete Sampras
e International Tennis Hall of Fame

Lisa Leslie
e 1996 Olympics (Gold)
e 2000 Olympics (Gold)
e 2004 Olympics (Gold)
e 2008 Olympics (Gold)

Deena Drossin
e 2000 Olympics 10,000
e 2004 Olympics Marathon (3)
e 2008 Olympics Marathon

Todd Rogers
e 2008 Olympics Beach Volleyball (Gold)

Leah O’Brien
e 1996 Olympics (Gold)
e 2000 Olympics (Gold)
e 2004 Olympics (Gold)



Lindsay Davenport
e 1996 Olympics (Gold)

Marion Jones
e 2000 Olympics 100 & 200 (Gold) Long Jump (3)

Joanna Hayes
e 2004 Olympics 100 Hurdles (Gold)

Misty May Treanor
e 2000 Olympics Beach Volleyball (5)
e 2004 Olympics Beach Volleyball (Gold)
e 2008 Olympics Beach Volleyball (Gold)
e 2012 Olympics Beach Volleyball (Gold)

Stacey Nuveman Deniz
e 2000 Olympics (Gold)
e 2004 Olympics (Gold)
e 2008 Olympics (2)

Brenda Villa
e 2000 Olympics (2)
e 2004 Olympics (3)
e 2008 Olympics (2)

Amanda Beard

e 1996 Olympics 200 Breaststroke (2)
2000 Olympics 200 Breaststroke (3)
2004 Olympics 200 Breaststroke (Gold)
2004 Olympics 200 Medley (2)
2008 Olympics 200 Breaststroke (DNP)

Tony Azevedo
e 2000 Olympics
e 2004 Olympics
e 2008 Olympics (2)

Stephen Abas
e 2004 Olympics 55KG (2)

Diana Taurasi
e 2004 Olympics (Gold)
e 2008 Olympics (Gold)



Landon Donovan
e 2000 Olympics (7)

Aaron Piersol

e 2000 Olympics 200 Backstroke (2)
2004 Olympics 100 Backstroke (Gold)
2004 Olympics 200 Backstroke (Gold)
2004 Olympics 4x100 Medley Relay (Gold)
2008 Olympics 100 Backstroke (Gold)
2008 Olympics 200 Backstroke (2)

Allyson Felix
e 2004 Olympics 200 (2)
e 2008 Olympics 200 (2)
e 2008 Olympics 4x100 Relay (Gold)

Camy Craig

e 2008 Olympics (Silver)
e 2012 Olympics (Gold)

100 GREATEST CIF

SOUTHERN SECTION ATHLETES
1913-2013

INTERESTING “TIDBITS”

Number of athletes per era:

The Early Years 1913-1937 13 Athletes
The War Years 1938-1962 20 Athletes
The Baby Boomers 1963-1987 39 Athletes
The Computer Kids 1988-2013 28 Athletes

Number of Athletes by Sport:

Football............ 18
Track............... 17
Baseball............ 13




Swimming.......... 9

Tennis............... 7
Golf.................. 5
Water Polo.......... 5
Volleyball........... 4
Soccer....ovvnnnn... 4
Softball.............. 3
Cross Country...... 1
Wrestling............ 1

All the CIFSS Championship sports had a representative in the Top 100
Athletes...non-Championship CIFSS sports not represented Badminton, Field
Hockey, Gymnastics, and Lacrosse

Gender Distribution:

69 Boys
31 Girls

Since the formation of CIFSS Girls Sports, the distribution is:
27 Boys
25 Girls

Arguably, the greatest male and female athletes in the United States who had the
most influence in their sporting area:

Jackie Robinson Muir Tech
Billy Jean Moffitt King  Long Beach Poly

Number of Athletes in the Baseball Hall of Fame........................ 13
Number of Athletes in the National Football League Hall of Fame....6
Number of Athletes who won the Heisman Trophy...................... 4

Number of Athletes in the National Basketball Association

q\‘.‘ R“n
Plsrnus




Hallof Fame................... 2

Most Athletes by School:

Long Beach Poly...... 7
Long Beach Wilson...6

Santa Barbara.......... 5
Fullerton................ 3
Mission Viejo.......... 3
Newport Harbor........ 3
Riverside Poly.......... 3
El Segundo.............. 2
Glendale................. 2
Glendale Hoover....... 2
Los Angeles............ 2
Mater Dei............... 2
Pasadena................ 2

First Private School Athlete to be named in the Top 100:

John Huarte  Mater Dei High School 1960

“Who is that?”

Arguably, the greatest track and field athlete in the history of California alongside
Bob Mathias was:

A

Bud Houser who won six (6) individual California State %
Track and Field Championships and Three (3) Olympic

Gold Medals. In addition, he is the only known athlete | ¥

in California to have a stadium named after him while [ 35

he was still in High School (Oxnard High school).




First Athlete to Break 7’ in the High Jump:

Charlie Dumas Centennial High School

Morley Drury, Long Beach Poly High School, is known as:

The Noblest Trojan (USC) of Them All

The man who is said to have integrated football into the South:

Sam Cunningham  Santa Barbara High School

2

First woman to try out for a National Basketball Association (NBA) team:

Ann Meyers  Sonora High School

First swimmer to make five (5) Olympic Swim Teams:

L:f,;‘ )
Dara Torres Westlake High School (Harvard Westlake) ;"3;




He was the athlete snubbed by Hitler, not Jessie Owens, in the 1936 N
Olympics:
Cornelius Johnson Los Angeles High School

Served as one of the models for the 1984 Olympic Statues outside the
Memorial Coliseum:

Terry Schroeder San Marcos High School













100 ATHLETES for 100 YEARS

A Century of Greatness
CIF Southern Section
1913-2013

Stephen Abas John Huarte Charles Paddock
Frank Albert Flo Hyman Carson Palmer
Tony Azevedo Walter Johnson Aaron Peirsol
Laura Baugh Cornelius  Johnson Paul Pierce
Amanda Beard Dennis Johnson Mike Powell
Bert Blyleven Marion Jones Bobby Riggs
George Brett Natalie Kaaiawahia Jackie Robinson
Gary Carter Bill Kilmer Todd Rogers
Billy Casper Ralph Kiner Pete Sampras
Maureen Connolly Billie Jean King Terry Schroeder
Lillian Copeland Karch Kiraly Bob Seagren
Kami Craig Jack Kramer Tim Shaw
Sam Cunningham Matt Leinart Stan Smith
Lindsay Davenport Bob Lemon Duke Snider
Glenn Davis Lisa Leslie Jill Sterkel
Jack Davis Raymond Lewis Diana Taurasi
Landon Donovan Ronnie Lott Earl Thomson
Deena Drossin-Kastor Eddie Matthews Dara Torres
Morley Drury Bruce Matthews Arky Vaughn
Charles Dumas Misty May-Treanor Brenda Villa

Keith Erickson Pat McCormick Gene Washington
Janet Evans Earl McCullough Martha Watson
Joy Fawcett Ann Meyers-Drysdale Paul Westphal
Allyson Felix Cheryl Miller Jamaal Wilkes
Lisa Fernandez-Lujan Reggie Miller Ted Williams
Rollie Fingers Ron Mix Cynthia Woodhead
Julie Foudy-Sawyers Anthony Munoz Tiger Woods
Tony Gonzalez Tracey Murray Mickey Wright
Brian Goodell Stacey Nuveman Frank Wykoff
Tony Gwynn Parry O'Brien Eric Wynalda
Pat Haden Leah O'Brien-Amico George Yardley
Joanna Hayes Mark O'Meara Ron Yary

Bud Houser Maureen O'Toole Lou Zamperini

Gary Zimmerman




