
 

 

HISTORY OF THE CALIFORNIA 

INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION 

SOUTHERN SECTION 

(CIFSS)  

 

32
nd

 historical “tidbit.” 

 

TRACK AND FIELD  -  THE FOOTBALL THROW 

1932 – 1938 

JOHN RAITT – FULLERTON HIGH SCHOOL 

STATE RECORD HOLDER - 1935  -  220’ 
 

The CIFSS and the State CIF had always been concerned about the liability 

of the discus and javelin throw events in the State Track Meet. As a result, in 

1932 the football throw became an exhibition event to replace the javelin 

and discuss events. The football throw became a regular event in 1933 and 

was discontinued in 1938.  Javelin rules applied and the football had to have 

intercollegiate specifications. In addition, “nothing could be used on the 

hands of the contestants which would in any way interfere with others who 

wished to use the ball” (State Federated Council Minutes, May 25, 1935). 

John Raitt, Fullerton High School, lead the Indians to a State Championship 

in the meet held at Fresno State College. Raitt won the shot put with a throw 

of 55’ ¼” and set the all time state record in the football throw with a toss of 

220’ (almost 70 yards). He received a scholarship from USC but decided to 

attend Redlands. John Emmett Raitt later became a star of the musical 

theatre and stage. He has a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame and is best 

known for his stage roles in the musicals Carousel, Oklahoma, and The 

Pajama Game. He set the standard of handsome and strong-voiced leading 

men during the golden age of Broadway musicals. He stared in the 1957 

movie version of The Pajama Game with Doris Day and sang along side 

Mary Martin in Annie Get Your Gun. He is in the Fullerton High School 

Hall of Fame. He is the father of the famous country singer Bonnie Raitt. 

His grandson, Bay Raitt, is the creator of Gollum’s face for the Lord of the 

Rings film triology.  

           

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


