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This is the third short list of “historical tidbits” which will help the 

membership better understand the colorful history of the CIF Southern 

Section. 

Enjoy,  
John S. Dahlem, Ph.D. 

 

DO YOU LIKE ACRONYMS? 
From IHSAASC to AAU to SCIAC to CIFSS 

 
The Official Founding Date of the 

Southern Section of the C.I.F.  
 

The beginning of the CIFSS has its roots in the early attempts by high 

schools in the Los Angeles area to organize for the purpose of running local 

track meets. The IHSAASC (Interscholastic High School Athletic 

Association of Southern California) held track meets in 1904 through 1906 

and folded when the largest school, Los Angeles High School, had to pay 

$100 to cover the debt of the 1906 meet…they cancelled their membership 

and HSAASC was done. The AAU (Academic Athletic Union) was next and 

worked with local colleges in staging the track meets. When their leader left 

for another job, the organization died by default. In 1913, the SCIAC 

(Southern California Interscholastic Athletic Council) was created when 

Seth Van Patten challenged the local high schools to stop complaining about 

how the colleges and YMCA ran the track meets and take control over their 

own meets. The SCIAC was created at the first interscholastic track meet 

solely run by the high schools on March 29, 1913, during a meeting held 

between the prelims and the finals….this is considered to be the founding 

date of the CIFSS. The SCIAC created their governance structure on May 

15, 1913, in a meeting at Los Angeles High School. Representatives from 

the five leagues of Los Angeles City, Los Angeles County, Suburban, 

Orange County and Citrus Belt were present. On March 28, 1914, at the 

YMCA Field House in Los Angeles, the California Interscholastic  



 

Federation (CIF) was created for the purpose of organizing athletics on a 

state-wide basis. At the September 26, 1914, meeting of the SCIAC, the 

following annotation is found in the minutes: 

 
             “Since Southern California forms one of the sections of the ‘California 

                 Interscholastic Federation’ and since the ‘Southern California 

                 Interscholastic Athletic Council’ is the representative body of Southern 

                 California affiliated in this California Interscholastic Federation, it 

                 it was moved, seconded, and carried, that the name be changed to 

                 ‘The California Interscholastic Federation, Southern Section’ or for 

                  the purpose of brevity, ‘The Southern Section of the C.I.F.”  

 

 When the State CIF was created in 1914, the state was divided into 

four Sections corresponding to the four geographical Sections of the 

California Teachers Association…the Southern, Central, Bay (which 

became the North Coast) and Northern. 

 The first difficult decision that had to be made by the State CIF in 

order for it to gain credence and members was how to define an 

amateur (professionalism). After some debate, the State CIF adopted 

the AAU (Amateur Athletic Union) standard definition stating you 

could not be an amateur if you got paid for playing, you played with 

professionals or you coached for pay. 

 It was interesting to note that the State CIF referred to illegal transfers 

as “TRAMPS.” 

 The first five leagues of the SCIAC (CIFSS) in 1913 were the Citrus 

Belt, Los Angeles County, Los Angeles City, Suburban and Orange 

County. On September 26, 1914, the CIFSS, in their first releaguing 

process, dissolved the Los Angeles County, Los Angeles City and 

Suburban Leagues and created a new City League, Central League, 

Valley League and the Bay League. 
 

Special tidbit: during the late 1800’s up until 1907, one of main high schools 

which participated in interscholastic sports was Throop High School 

founded by wealthy abolitionist and Chicago politician Amos Throop. 

Throop felt the school needed a fresh sense of purpose and abandoned 

Throop High School in favor a college program along engineering 

lines…the name of that college was California Institute of Technology 

(CALTECH).  
 
 

      Amos Throop 



Articles from the “Los Angeles Times” 

 

 

March 6, 1905       February 29, 1908        May 23, 1913      April 22, 1914  

IHSAASC               AAU                               SCIAC                  AMATEURS 

                                                                                                       TRAMPS 


