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The official founding date of the California Interscholastic Federation (C.I.F.) 

was March 28, 1914, at 10:30 a.m. A meeting was held and referred to as the Los 

Angeles High School Athletic Convention. The purpose of the meeting was the 

formation of the C.I.F., and the adoption of a constitution. The resulting “Plan for 

State-wide Faculty Control” of interschool activities was submitted to the 

Principals of California High Schools by the Commissioner of Secondary 

Schools, Will C. Woods. This meeting took place at the Y.M.C.A. Field House in 

Boyle Heights, Los Angeles (also referred to as Hollenbeck). That building was 

selected because the adjoining athletic field served as the track and field venue 

for most of the local high school track meets of importance. The trials and 

tribulations of running an interscholastic track meet had been the major catharsis 

for creating a body to regulate and organize high school sports. The field house 

was located on the north side of the athletic field and consisted of a first floor 

meeting room/offices and a dormitory on the second floor. It was located on 

Stephenson Street which is Whittier Boulevard today in the city of Boyle 

Heights. The south side of the field was on 7
th
 street and the east side bounded by 

Euclid Avenue (along with the small street called Sunrise Street). Today a part of 

the track remains in the form of an asphalt oval for an elementary school and the 

field house is long gone. In its place is the Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA 

which was built in 1990. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Y.M.C.A. CLUBHOUSE AND FIELD 
Located in Euclid Heights (Boyle Heights) 

on Euclid Avenue and Stephenson 

2834 Stephenson Ave. (currently Whittier Blvd.) 

 

The Y.M.C.A. Clubhouse (building began on February 23, 1912 and was 

finished in August, 1912) was made possible by the donations of over 5,000 

members from the Los Angeles Y.M.C.A. The motto of the Clubhouse and 

Y.M.C.A. Field was: 

“CLEAN SPORTS” 
 

 Y.M.C.A. stressed “clean lives” and “clean activities” 

 Cost was $75,000 (with the field and courts $90,000) 

 2 wings with lobby and wide porches 

 Building was 160’ long with a depth of 100’ 

 2 stories with 50 dormitory rooms and sleeping porches 

 Designed by A.B. Benton in the Mission Style 

 Large dining room that looked like the Glenwood Inn 

 Ladies room, green rugs and writing rooms 

 Meeting room on the ground floor 

 Y.M.C.A. built on 12 acres 

 Grandstand which held 2,200 spectators 

 2 baseball diamonds 

 4 cement tennis courts 

 Football gridiron 

 Handball courts 

 Archery area 

 Running track…”four laps to a mile” made of cinder with a 220 yard 

straight away 

 “Track was rolled and considered one of the fastest in the West 

 Many names…Clubhouse, Y.M.C.A. Field, Euclid Heights, Boyle 

Heights, Hollenbeck Heights, East Los Angeles-Montebello  

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Early map of Boyle Heights showing the Y.M.C.A. Clubhouse and Field 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

LOCATION OF THE FOUNDING MEETING OF THE C.I.F. 

Y.M.C.A. FIELD HOUSE – BOYLE HEIGHTS 

Currently the Weingart East Los Angeles YMCA 

2900 Whittier Blvd. 

Los Angeles, CA 90023-1529 

(323) 260-7005 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOUNDING FATHERS 

CALIFORNIA INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION (CIF) 

1914 

 

C.L. BIEDENBACH 

Principal of Berkeley High School 
Secretary-Treasurer of the CIF Federated Council from 1914 to 1937. 

 

 

E.W. OLIVER 

Assistant Principal Los Angeles High School 
Chairman of the Los Angeles High School Athletic Convention which 

created the CIF on March 28, 1914 

 

 

A.S. SIMONS 

City Superintendent and Principal of Visalia High School 
First President of the CIF Federated Council from 1914-1918 and Central 

Section Representative 

 

 

 

 

 

 

J.C. TEMPLETON 

City Superintendent and Principal of Palo Alto High School 

Secretary of the Los Angeles Athletic Convention. Organized first 

meeting in the North to formulate CIF Constitution. Bay Section 

(North Coast) Representative 

 

WILL C. WOOD 

Commissioner of California Secondary Schools 
Strong advocate of California High School athletics and called for the 

formation of the CIF 

 


