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20" historical “tidbit.”
E. W. (Ernest Warren) OLIVER

THE FATHER OF THE CIF-SS
and
Where it all began

The founding date of the CIFSS has been established as Saturday, March 29,
1913, when a group of League Presidents meet at noon, after the prelims and
prior to the finals, of the first high school sponsored track meet held at the
YMCA field. Later, on May 15, 1913, at 4:30 p.m., the elected officials met
at Los Angeles High School and established the formal rules for the
organization that was founded at the track meet. The name of the
organization was the Southern California Interscholastic Athletic Council
(SCIAC). After the founding of State CIF (March 28, 1914), this same group
decided to change their name to the California Interscholastic Federation,
Southern Section (CIFSS) on September 26, 1914. Present at that meeting
on May 15, 1913, to set up eligibility rules, where J. E. McKown, from the
Citrus league who was the first Secretary and Treasurer. He was replaced by
L.L. Beeman, Principal of San Bernardino and also representing the Citrus
League, at the second meeting. Present at that very first meeting were W.R.
Moberly, Principal of Compton High School representing the Los Angeles
County League, F. L. Thurston, Principal of Pasadena High School
representing the Los Angeles County League, W. A. Hall, Principal of Santa
Ana High School, representing the Orange County League, and Earnest W.
Oliver, Assistant Principal of Los Angeles High School representing the Los
Angeles City League.

Mr. Oliver assumed the duties as the first President of the SCIAC Council

(later CIFSS) and was also the Chairman of the Delegates at the Los Angeles X




Athletic Convention that met on March 28, 1914. That convention
developed a “Plan for State-wide Control” which was submitted to the
Principals of California High Schools by the Commissioner of Secondary
Schools. Many of the same rules codified in the first constitution of the
SCIAC were the basis for the first State CIF Constitution.

E. W. Oliver

Los Angeles High School




It is interesting to note that the first controversy over the formation of the
CIF Southern Section and the State CIF was the definition of what an

amateur should be.
Mr. Oliver had some very “unique” ideals on LET “AMATEURS” PLAY
FOR COIN as can be seen in this “Los Angeles Times” article dated April

22,1914:

Gosh!

LET “AMATEURS”
PLAY FOR COIN.

High Schocls May Let Boys
Become “Pros.”

E. W. Olver Suggests Some
Radical Mozes.

ElLgibility Rules Are Very
Strict Nozwz.

Swesping changes in the rules gov-
erning high school athletics are an-
ticipated and urged by E. W. Oliver,
head of the Southern California High
School Athletic Council. Yesterday he
gave his reasons for wanting to see
these changes and just how they are
Iixeoly to come about.

‘“When the State-wide high school
athletic union is formed, I expect to

see the old stoict amateur rules
dropped and a new broad-minded
pohicy adopted,” said Olver.

“At present a2 hizh school athlete
is deciared a professional if he accepts
money for playinz . game of ball. If
he runs !n 2 race for a little prize or
plays on any team with 3 professiona]
on it he is immaediately barred from
amateur athletics. This s all wrong
and a change i3 bound to come.”

WHY XNXOT?

“Jf a boy can go out and PIAY a
game of dall on Surday, why not let
him? 1f a student is a good clerk he
can work for a salary after schools
and on holidays, and nothing is said
about {t. Baseball is a good clean
game, and i a young fellow is a good

ball player and can mnake a few hon-
est dollars by playing ball, he is cer-
ta'nly entitled to do so as much as
the fellow :hat acis os a clerk and
without being declared a professional.

*“The old plea of amualeur orgariza-
tions has beon that schools would
h:re professional players: that boys
would go to school just to play ball,
making thelr money on the. side, and
80 on.

“With the present strict rules of
sligibility for hixh school athletes, the
boy wheo is not a good studeat has no
chance to compete on cthe athletic
fleld. Anyv bov competing {n athletics
must be passing in fifteen hours” work
evkry week, he must be under 21 years
of age. anéd can only piay four years.
If he is in school over four years he
will not be allowed to enter athletles,
because the fact that he is there an
axtra yvear shows that he needs to
put more time on his studies.

NO TRAMPS

*“Another new rule, which does
away with the tramp athlete, is the
clause which requires a student to be
.2 school the semester preceding. In
other words, no student can play foot-
bail next 2ail that is not in school the
‘ast half of this vear unless he enters
trom the grammar schools or was
kept out for some gooa reason, and It
was got to be a very good one. With
~ese rules strictly enforced, it is im-
vassible for any bu: a regular student
n good standing to compete.

“Letters will soon be circulating
throughout the high schools of the
Siate for ratitication of the State ath-
i=tic union, and os 300n &s enough
have taken favorable actlon delegutes
w11l be selected frem all parts of the
State to meet in Rerkeley on July 1
to complete the organization.

“at tnat meeting 1 firmly believe
that the State orzanization will pass
rules allowing hizh school athletes in
good standing to play dball for money
providing they are not conbected with
a league team or professional organi-
zation.

s*Track men will prodably be given
g chance %o run in picnic and lodge
races Zor Drizes and in many other
ways wil]l the life of An amateur ath-
lete boe made frec from NArToOW-
minded rules of amateur standing

originated in the days of the Civil
ar ™
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Battle in Southern Cali-
fornia Meet

mcipals

By Howard W. Angus
EPRESENTATIVES of the north-
ern high schools will meet with
thes-pripcipals of the southern!
high schools Saturday, the day oft

the Southern California champlonshipa,i

The Tribune Trophy and the tw: men behind the Southern California championship mest. Vice Principal Oliver
of Los Angeles high sce:ool (who is on the left) has been instrumental in making the meet possible. Van Patten
has personal charge of it. This picture gives an idea of the size of the Tribune Trophy.




ERNEST WARREN OLIVER

It has been said that behind any
great institution there lies the shadow
of a great man. Such is the case in our
own Los Angeles High School. Re
knowned throughout all of Southern
California as one of the finest high
schools in the state, and beloved by
students and faculty, both past and
present, L. A. High rightfully takes
its place as a great institution. And be-
hind all this lies the quiet unpretentious,
yet dominating shadow of one great
man, Emest Warren Oliver. True, the
~ames of numerous men and women are
connected with the founding and de-
velopment of L. A. High, but all agree
that the name of Oliver heads the list.

When asked why Mr. Oliver ranks first
among those who have made L. A. High
the school it is foday, a person might
give one of two reasons. He might say
oecause L. A. grew to be the school of

ERNEST W. OLIVER
at three years old.

the present under his principalship. But.
more likely, he would say, because Mr.
Oliver is the personification of L. A.
High. His knowledge, his friendliness
his courtesy and kindness, his keen un-
derstanding, his imposing manner. are
those of his beloved ""Rome.

Just as the history of Los Angeles
High is a vastly interesting and veried
one. so is that of Mr. Oliver. Again, the
two run in a paraliel line, that of child-
hood, youth, and meturity. L. A. pro-
gressed from a litle brick schoolhouse,
to a larger one on top of the hill, and
finally to the impressive building we
know today. Mr. Oliver progressed from
a child roaming the fields of California,
to a youth attending L. A. High and
the University of California, and finally
to a grown man teaching and becoming
principal of his slma mater

Ernest Oliver is of the truest American
pioneer stock. There were Olivers fight
ng in the Revolutionary War, and in
the Civil War, and in the westward de-
velopment of their country. In the sud
den surge of westward movement during
the Gold Rush, Mr, Oliver's grandfather
srrived in California in the year 1849
He and his wife settled down in their
new home where they found the peace,
security, and true happiness they had
dreamed of. To this young couple was
born a son, a son who grew fo be the
father of Ernest Oliver.

DREAMS OF DRIVING STAGE

In May of the year 1876, Ernest
Warren Oliver wos born. He was the
youngest of four and the only boy. Per-
haps this aided him in the keen under
standing of people he became so fam-
ous for in later years! At the tender age
of three he dreamed fondly and hope.
fully of becoming a stage coach driver.
He pictured himself seated on a stage,
whipping his horses into his hometown
of Lokeport. This ambition was gradually
replaced by the desire to ploy the pipe

by Nancy Dumn, §'45

STAR & CRESCENT PRESIDENT
forerunner of student body presidant,

organ. Quite a contrast, but this stands
as early evidence of another of his fine
characteristics. his great love of music

All his childhood dreams were rudely
awakened upon the death of his father
in a railroad accident. The Oliver fami
y moved to Los Angeles where Ernest
entered Los Angeles High School, which
had just moved into the red schoolhouse
on Fort Moore Hill, His was the wrst
class to spend all four years in the new
building. He soon beceme known on
the athl field, not only for his skill,
but for his ever present smile and cheer
fulness. "You see, our side has fo win,"
he earnestly explained to his mother one
time. And win it did, for he was a mem
ber of the famed team that levelled
s US.C. gridiron squad and defeated
the teams of Oxy and Pasadena in &
pair of seasons never to be forgotien by
Roman fans back in 1893 and '94. In
his senior year in 1895, Ernest Oliver
was elected Star and Crescent presi-
dent, the equivalent of our present day

student body o res
then, as in later ye:
for L A. High

dent; recognized

as a true leader

After graduation he worked for o year
and a half in the t ting trade. He
entered the University of California at
Berkeley in $°96. Again his leadership
qualities were evidenced as ke became
of the University's Bat

Senior Capta
talion. Upon his graduation in 1900,
¢ Oliver began eight of the most
sting years in his life.

work in the establishment of the Ameri-
man principals of democracy through
out the Islands, Mr. Oliver roturned
home aqain, traveling by way of Singa
pore, India. Eqypt. ltaly, Switzerland,
France, and Englan

Though he was a youth when he left
for the Islands, he wes a full grown man
in all respects upon his return. Only
three months after his return he was
engaged by Mr. Housh, then principal
of LA., fo teach at his alma moter. For

age: but he voluntesred and was sent
1o Camp Lewis to take charge of the
Y.M.C.A. Hut. A few months later, with
the drafting of older men, he enlisted
in the heavy artillery in the regular army.
He was ready fo be commissioned as
o lieutenant when the armistice was
signed, and he returned to L. A. High,

Mr. Oliver was one of the committee
who selected the present site of our
school, and it is largely through him
that we have the spacious grounds sur-

AS PRINCIPAL a familiar figure bolovod by all.

He became a teacher in the Philip-
i rst ot the Nautical Academy,
later becoming principal in an American
day and night school. In his spare
he taught the natives the great Ameri-
can gome of baseball, and the words
“strike” and "out"" soon became part of
the standard vocabulary throughout his
section of the island. He traveled
through China, Japan, and India during

me

his vacations. After seven years of hard
the next three years Mr. Oliver was
active as a mathematics and history
teacher, baseball coach, and comman
dant of the L.AH.S, Cadets, a group
founded by him during his years as a
student there. Then, in 1911, Mr. Oliver
became vice-principal and met with
immediated success in his relationship
with the students and faculty.

At the time of the cutbreak of World

V/ar |, Mr. Oliver was not of fighting
5 L. A. High. In 1925, af the
death of Mr. Housh, Mr. Oliver suc-
ceaded him as principal. Since that time
Los Angeles High School has had the
most progressive end inspiring program
of its entire history. In 1926 the beautiful
Housh stairs were built, and in 1929 the
now famous chimes were installed in
the lofty tower. In 1930 his fondest

Continued on Poge 14

Ernest Warren Oliver

Continued from Page §

dream of a library across from the school
was realized in the opening of Memor-
ial Library and Park. In 1932 Oliver
swimming pool was built as a lasting
tribute to his love of athletics. In 1937
L. A. had the largest enrolment of all
times, one of 4060, and in 1938 the
semi-annual won national honors.

During his eighteen years as princi-
pal ot his beloved school, he became a
living symbol for all that L. A. stands
for. He was a friend to all, both faculty
and student; no problem was too small
for his concern. His statement, "Los
Angeles High will carry on as a school
that believes in young people. a school
that has a genuine desire to build up the
character and citizenship, to give them
happiness but, above everything else, a
feeling of responsibility,” sums up his
ideals that he build into L. A. High.

TRUE FRIEND TO ALL

The eve of Mr. Oliver's retirement was
2 sad one, not only for himself, but for
all students and faculty who counted
him as a true friend. But his career at
L. A. did not cease. From that time on to
the present day he has always carried
an active inferest in the school. Many
is the fime he has sat on the bench and
cheered a team on to victory, and he
has taken an active part in the Alumni
Association.

This is only a brief account of the
life of this great man who will always
stand foremost in the history of Los
Angeles High. There is an old saying
that goes, "Blessed is the man who has
found his work: let him ask no other
blessedness.”’ which seems to fit into
the pattern of Mr. Oliver's life. He
found his work, and all those attending
L. A. High throughout the years will
stand as we, those who have graduated,
humbly grateful for all he has done.
As long as the tower of Los Angeles
High School casts a shadow upon the
ground, the shadow of a great man will
live beside it, the shadow of Ernest
Warren Oliver.



Original correspondence by Earnest W. Oliver
Principal of Los Angeles High School
First President and Founding Father of the CIFSS

Log Angeles Wigh School

LOS ANGELES CITY HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT

OFFICE OF PRINCIPAL

March 10, 1915,

To Principals and Track Managers
of
Bouthern California High Schnols:

You will receive in a few days detgiled information regarding
the State Track and Field Meet to be held in Fresno April 2 and 3, 1915,

Every one in the South who is interested in Track and Field
work is anxious tr have Southern Cslifornia make the best showing possi-
ble, at this, the first State Meet, managed by the schools themselves.
In all probability the State Tennis Meet, both boys and girls, will be
held at the same time.’

You are urged to enter your team if possible, and do all you can
to make the affair a great success. Yours very truly,
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OLIVER TO STAND PAT
The Las Angeles Times (1886-Current File): May 8,

" OLIVER TO
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STAND PAT

Says Chances Are Small of Switching Slale Meet
to Stadium

19

““Fhete I8 scarely any possibility at all that the Ffuate uuor-]

seholaatic track nnd neld «Mamplonship meet will be held any pl

acs

hut at Oceldentnl ollege,” sald Vice-Principal E. W. Oliver of Loy
Angeles High Schnol, who. with Principal W. E. Moore of Long Iicach
guldes the destimes of the .California Interscholastic Federation

these parts.

“The meet was awarded to Ocel-
dentnl College several werks ago.
ticmdental College admiltedly has
the fastest track In Southern Call-
fornia. prabahly in the State. This
track s being put in (11~ finest pos-
slble condition for the meet next
Saturday,” continued Mr, Olhver.

neTy soryv

“I personally feal that our firat
duty is to these youne athletes who
are canming ftom all parts of the
State to participate  The records
made in the sectional meets Indi-
cnte that @ large number of the
Siate records can be broken on a
track as tast ax that at Occldental
and it woidd #eem to me Lo be o
sOrTy thing to do to deny to these
athleies the oppoitunity to make
new 1cestds for the make of the
few additional dollags which might
be attiavted te the splendid new
stadium *
~ “If, us seems likely,” econcluded
Mr, Oliver, *“u chunge in the plans
for the use of the stadium by the
Mation-Pleture Jizposition people
makey it possible for the Com-
munity Development A<sociafion

to ofier us the use of the studlum
for the meet we will select an wn-
binsed committea of experts to tast
out the track and see If it s fast
enough to warrant our sw itching
the mect back there. In view ot
the tength of time ordinarily nece -
sary to put a track In shape, how-
ever,. the possibility of transferting
the meet to the new stadium 1t
very remote ™
Quite n tremor eveftement
vostetday

of

ment went the rounds

when ft was rumored that the Sl.llﬂl

track and field meet ~cheduled for
the fast Oceldental College track
on Saturday, had been switched 1o
the new Eapositlon Park stadium

SWITCH UNILIKILY

Mr, Oliver, however, when inter-
ivlewed on the subject sand  Jhat
there was Iittle chunce nf the meet
being switched at this lato date

Experts who have looked the Lx-
posftion Faik track onver it
that white it hasy bheen carefully
lnld out and butlt of the tinest ma-
terialy, it iy still really nn unhnown
quantity and that it would be noth-
ing short of o mliacle for the track
to be anywhere near as fast a4y the
famous Occtdental oval

LETTERS TO The Times
E W OLIVER

Las Angeles Times (1886 Current Fite): Jun 30, 1924; ProQucst [Tistoncal Newspapers Loz \ngeles Times (1881

pe. A4

Educator Approves

LCS ANGELES, June 24—[To
|the Editor of The Times:] Not
‘only the oditorinl on “Educating
aornl Idiots,” but many other cd-
torlala o The Times of recent
1date, have called forth profoungd fa-
.vorable comment on tho part of the
: mombers of the fucully and student
body.

An author of a book entitled “Tho
Four R's” hus very woll oxprossed
the fdea of many of us when he
strongly omphasizes hip profound
bellef that to the original three,
“Rending, 'Riting apnd 'Ritbmetic,”
thers sbould Lo added the fourth
“f”—Righteousness, As you bave
ro well stated {n many of your ecd-
itorials, the dovelopmont of char-
acter is the first alm of all real edu-
catlon,

it is the conscnsus among our
leading educators Lthat (he twon-
tioth century will be known in the
world's history as the century in
which youth was given most oare-
ful consideration and study com-
mensurate with their importance to
tho future human race.

As a school man | wish to thank
you and Tho Times for the support
that you have given to high ideals
and to righteousness in your many
editorials. Very truly yours,

E. W. OLIVER,
Vice-principal l.os Angeles High
School.

LEADERS IN SCHOOL HOME-COMING PREPARATIONS
é,gs :;geles Times (1886-Current File); May 22, 1937; ProQuest Historical Newspapers Los Angeles Times (1881 - 1985)
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EPARATIONS

Plans for the Los Angeles High School alumni reunion June 5 yere made yesterday by

the group pictured here.
president; Bill Henr
ton, class ot ‘87,

Left to right: Principal E. W. Oliver, Betta Lou Hogg,
¥, alumni president; Franklin Lee, closs ‘12, an; Mr;’. C?E{?/.
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al-

.
Times photo



