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E. W. (Ernest Warren) OLIVER 

 
THE FATHER OF THE CIF-SS 

and 

Where it all began                                                            

 

The founding date of the CIFSS has been established as Saturday, March 29, 

1913, when a group of League Presidents meet at noon, after the prelims and 

prior to the finals, of the first high school sponsored track meet held at the 

YMCA field. Later, on May 15, 1913, at 4:30 p.m., the elected officials met 

at Los Angeles High School and established the formal rules for the 

organization that was founded at the track meet. The name of the 

organization was the Southern California Interscholastic Athletic Council 

(SCIAC). After the founding of State CIF (March 28, 1914), this same group 

decided to change their name to the California Interscholastic Federation, 

Southern Section (CIFSS) on September 26, 1914. Present at that meeting 

on May 15, 1913, to set up eligibility rules, where J. E. McKown, from the 

Citrus league who was the first Secretary and Treasurer. He was replaced by 

L.L. Beeman, Principal of San Bernardino and also representing the Citrus 

League, at the second meeting.  Present at that very first meeting were W.R. 

Moberly, Principal of Compton High School representing the Los Angeles 

County League, F. L. Thurston, Principal of Pasadena High School 

representing the Los Angeles County League, W. A. Hall, Principal of Santa 

Ana High School, representing the Orange County League, and Earnest W. 

Oliver, Assistant Principal of Los Angeles High School representing the Los 

Angeles City League. 

Mr. Oliver assumed the duties as the first President of the SCIAC Council 

(later CIFSS) and was also the Chairman of the Delegates at the Los Angeles 



Athletic Convention that met on March 28, 1914. That convention 

developed a “Plan for State-wide Control” which was submitted to the 

Principals of California High Schools by the Commissioner of Secondary 

Schools. Many of the same rules codified in the first constitution of the 

SCIAC were the basis for the first State CIF Constitution. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

It is interesting to note that the first controversy over the formation of the 

CIF Southern Section and the State CIF was the definition of what an 

amateur should be. 

Mr. Oliver had some very “unique” ideals on LET “AMATEURS” PLAY 

FOR COIN as can be seen in this “Los Angeles Times” article dated April 

22, 1914: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


