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16" historical “tidbit.”

1915 CIFSS BASKETBALL CHAMPION

WHITTIER HIGH SCHOOL
Defeats Covina High School 38 to 32 — February 27, 1915
(First half played inside — second half played outdoors)

"

s Whittier High School

Basketball, or “basket ball” as it was called at the beginning of the 1900’s,
was a very popular sport in the Southern California area. It could be played
indoors at the numerous athletic clubs and outdoors on courts than ranged
from hard packed dirt to concrete. Next to track, it was the most organized
interscholastic sport prior to the creation of the CIFSS in 1913. Basket ball
was first mentioned in the November 19, 1914, CIFSS Council Meeting
minutes with this comment, “Basket ball semifinals will be played second
week in February (1915)...and 5% of finals proceeds goes to the Council.”
A.B. Clayton, Manual Arts High School, was named the manager of the
championship. Mr. Clayton was a representative of the Los Angeles City
League which was one of the four leagues when CIFSS was founded. The
City League included Pasadena, Long Beach, Santa Monica and Whittier
High Schools. In the March, 11, 1915, Council minutes, “Mr. Clayton



reported upon the basket-ball Championship series... Whittier was declared
the winner.” Later in the May 20, 1915, minutes Mr. Clayton stated, “...that
some provision should be made to settle disputes in reference to the kind of
a court that Championship games should be played on...a motion was made
and carried that all Championship games be played on outside courts except
by mutual agreement between parties concerned.”
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"~ Manual Arts High School

The second CIFSS Championship Basketball game was played at Manual
Arts High School on February 27, 1915, and Whittier High School was the
victor by a score of 38 to 32 over Covina High School. The first half of the
game was played indoors as Whittier played on that surface during the
reqular season and the second half was played outside as Covina was
accustomed to an outdoor court. Covina was led by “a fat boy” named
Dalin, according to the “Los Angeles Times,” and Whittier stars were Beam
and Benton. Whittier had defeated Manual Arts and Redondo to get to the
finals. The Whittier team was coached by John Wilson who would go on to
win the first three CIFSS Basketball Championships...40 to 19 over Azusa
High School held at the Los Angeles YMCA in 1916 and 34 to 16 over
Hollywood High School held at the Pasadena YMCA in 1917. Total receipts
turned over to the Council from the first Championship game were $20.65.

Whittier High School would also go on to defeat Berkeley High School 31 to
20 in 1916, for the first California State CIF Basketball Championship game
held which was played at Whittier High School...this atoned for the
unofficial State Championship three years earlier played in Berkeley with
the northerners winning.

(Special thanks to Morris E. Sawyer, Historian and Archivist for Whittier High School,
for providing many of the attachments from Whittier High School yearbooks, school
newspapers and for his true dedication to the preservation of the community of Whittier
and Whittier High School.)



WHITTIER HIGH WINS PREP BASKETBALL TITLE

Los Angeles Times (1886-1922); Feb 28, 1915;
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Covina Talls,

WHITTIER HIGH WINS |
PREP BASKETBALL TITLE

HITTIER IHICIH SCHOOL won

the Southern Calhifornia basket-

ball championship for the fourth
meeessive timeo yesterday, when Co-
rina. wag defeated 1n the titlo finals at
\Vanual Arts, 38 to 32,

Covina is accustomed to an out-door
‘ourt, Whitttier to an indoor court: so
Il of the gume was uplayed inside
wind half out

At the end of the first half, wineh
vag played {n the gvm, Whittier was

cading, 16 to 11, 'The score for the
wecand half on the out-doar court was
'2 to 21 in Whittier's favor

The game was hard {ought, cloxo
snough at all times to be exelting
med filled with enough basketl shaot-
ng tn be spectacular,

Unvina had 1 larga erawid of root-
ers at Manual Arts, who cheered for
he loserg until tha end, never once
Aving up hope.  During the serconsd
1ialf they made ona cantintous howl

| Pream and Benton were thg clever

haskethall tossers for 'Winttier. Deam
seored  snvteen pomnls, and  Benton
twolve. The workh of Benton is all

the more remarkable, heecanye he anly
had htg broken arm taken out of &
sltng last week and has not played
for three months,

A fat boy by hte name of Tatin wag
Covina'y leading Hght,  ife plaved 2
furward,

To work thelr wav into the finals,
Covina had to defeat Fullerian, thanga
county winners, who defeited San
Bernardinn, the Clirus 131l ehamn-
plons. Whittler  defeated Manual
\Mite, the ity ehamplons, and  He-
dondo, the hav title holders,

Whittier High Wil go nnrth to plav
for the State championship, pronided
the townstnten of Whittier will buaek
the trip wWith moncy enough to cover
exXnenang

e Jine -up

Wheitier Cntina
Boqtan tagseyred thn
Jr e 1 oo pred Tdminndann
eam fintoy Ioondatd
| AR 1,unTts hang
FPutrpe r ta aref Oimsien

Reteres, oo A ALt hull
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hittier League Champions

The Whittier High School basket-
ball team has completed its league
schedule without a single defeat to
the credit side of their ledger. It
has been a profit account rather than
a2 loss.

The game scheduled with Pasa-

dena to have been played last Satur-

day was forfeited by Pasadena. This
completes the league schedule. Whit-
tier will meet Manual Arts High
School Tuesday night on the L. A.Y.

M. C. A. floor to decide the ch_ampion- .

ship of the entire county.
The High School team is working

1913.

THE RECORD OF THE BASKET-
BALL TEAM
The Whittier High School basket-
ball team with fifteen games to its
credit, has yet to know the bitternress
of defeat. Although playing under
the most trying conditions and handi-
capped by the loss of its best player
the team has overcome all difficulties
and with the aid of Mr. Wilson, our
splendid coach, has captured the
League championship. .
Following is a list of all
played and the total scores:
Practice Games .
Huntington Park, 17: W. H. Si g%

games

Downey H. S, 20; W. H. S, 40.

Fullerton H. S., 14; W. H. S., 40.

Downey H. S, 14; W. H. S, 93.

Montebello H. S, 30; W. H. S, 51

Los Angeles H. S., 23; W. H. S,, 49.

El Monte H. S, 26; W. H. S, 38.

Number of points scored against
Whittier, 146.

Number of points scored by Whit-
tier, 366.

League Games

Long Beach H. S, 12; W, H. S, 33.
_ Santa Monica H. S, 16; W. H. S,

““Pasadena H. S., 19: W. H. S., 29.

under difficulties, trying to capture
the Southern California title. Wit
seems no more than fair that if they
succeed in accomplishing this that
they be sent north to uphold the
laurels of Whittier High in a state
championship contest.

Long Beach H. S, 19; W. H. S, 26.
47'Santa Monica H. S, 18; W. H. S,
.Number points scored. in League
games: W. H. S, 191; Opponents, 84.

Summary of the League Games

The first League game was with
Long Beach and staged on the op-
ponent’s outside court, this same
court .about equaling Philadelphia
street in levelness of surface. In spite
of this Whittier scored an easy vic-
tory as the score, 33 to 12 indicates.

The second game was with Santa
Monica, played on the home court.

" The Santa Monicans having heard of

Benton’s fame set two men to guard
him, thus allowing Merrick to run
around loose. The result of this
piece of strategy on their part result-
cd in Merrick getting nine baskets,
while Benton even with his two
opponents netted six, The game fin-
ished with a score of 56 to 13.

The game with Pasadena at Pasa-
dena was one of the hardest games
of the season. This was the fateful
game in which Benton, our star
player, had his right arm broken.
This was a heavy blow to the team
and Coach Wilson deserves especial
credit for turning out a championship
team under such adverse conditions.

The fourth game was the return

game with Long Beach and was play-
ed in the High School gym. This
was the first game played without
Benton and for a time the Long
Beach huskies made it look as though
the loss of “Pink” meant the loss of
the championship. But during the
last ten minutes the team settled
down to business and defeated the
opponents by a score of 26 to 19.
. The return game with Santa Mon-
ica was staged at Santa Monica. The
most notable thing about this game
was the fact that although both the
manager of the captain were occupy-
ing seats on the bench the team was
able to win by the somewhat lop-sid-
ed score of 47 to 18.

The return game with Pasadena
did not come off as that High School
forfeited the game. The league cham-
pionship is now undisputably ours!

RAYMOND NETTLSHIP.



