
 

CALIFORNIA INTERSCHOLASTIC FEDERATION 

(C.I.F.) 

STATE FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP 

1919 to 1927…9 GAMES -“A Drillers Dynasty” 

 

10
th
 historical “tidbit.” 

 

The following are short “tidbits” on the history of the State Football 

Championship in California. Starting in 1902, there were some informal 

state football games without any official sanctioning. From 1906 through 

1913, high schools played a form of football or rugby. In 1914, the 

California Interscholastic Federation (C.I.F.) was founded and plans began 

to play a Championship Football game. For the first several years the top 

schools in the North and South just could not seem to play each other. In 

1918, a flu epidemic sweep the state and it was not until 1919 that the first 

actual contest was held.  

 Long Beach Poly beat Berkeley in the first game 21 – 14, 

 Bakersfield High School dominated the playing of these 9 games al  

ppby winning 5 times with one tie...a Drillers Dynasty.  

 Berkeley High School played in five of the games and won one 

al championship. 

 Bakersfield, in those early days, represented the North region of the 

state and only one Southern region team has ever won…Long Beach 

Poly in the initial game. 

 Other contestants in the initial games were James Lick-Wilmerding, 

Covina, San Mateo, and Fullerton High Schools. 

 

THE LAST STATE GAME PLAYED 

 

 The last California State Football Championship game was played on 

Tuesday December 27, 1927, at 2:00 p.m. 

 The game was played at the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 

 The field was wet from the rains and a bit chewed up by a previous 

college all-star game. That did not hinder the Drillers whose only 

inconvenience, “was that their pretty new white jerseys gathered up 

plenty of mud.” 

 6,000 fans were in attendance. 

 Bakersfield won by a score of 38 to 0. 



 Earlier in the season Bakersfield had defeated Fullerton 28 to 0.  

 Bakersfield qualified by easily beating Stockton and San Mateo. 

 Fullerton upset Covina and beat Santa Ana at Wrigley Field to 

advance to the final game (gate receipts were $637.63). 

 Coach “Goldie” Griffith led Bakersfield. 

 Coach “Shorty” Smith led Fullerton. 

 The newspapers stated that Bakersfield had most of the “beef” up 

front as the line averaged 180 lbs. and they also had a bruising 

fullback who weighed 175 pounds. 

 “Frenchy” Uhalt and Bob Stockton led the “Wonder Team from Kern 

County” who had scored 349 points to their opponents 19 prior to the 

final. 

 The Fullerton Indians were led by quarterback Oak Adams and 

“Chili” Hezmelhalch. 

 “Frenchy” had 3 touchdowns in the final and scored all the 

conversions. Stockton had 2 touchdowns and Adams was injured in 

the game. 

 The December 28, 1927 “Los Angeles Times” headline on top of the 

first page of the sports section read: 

             “UHALT AND STOCKTON LEAD 

              DRILLERS TO STATE TITLE                                                              

               Griffith’s Juggernaut Gets Under 

                 Way in the Second Quarter and 

                       Indians are Massacred” 

 
It is interesting to note that the CIF Federated Council at their December 

5, 1927, meeting decided that, “there will be no more Intersectional and 

State championship football games.” This decision was made three weeks 

before the Drillers and Indians met. The major reasons for the 

cancellation of the game for almost 80 years was the strain on the 

students and schools, the late time of the year, and the difficulty in 

arranging schedules. 

The next year 1928, with no state game, the local preps played an All-

Star team from Texas. California was led by Laurie Vejar, referred to as 

the “Hollywood Holocaust,” and the future all-time Trojan, Orv Mohler, 

the “Alhambra Annihilator. California won by a score of 45 to 0. 

 

                                                                      Orv Mohler kicking at USC 



 

In the same December 28, 1927 “Los Angeles Times” edition, there was an 

article on Babe Ruth who was proud of his off season conditioning,  was 

down to 222 pounds and happy with is his new three year contract worth 

$70,000. 

 
Bernard Bartholemew “Frenchy” Hault who later played professional 

baseball 

 

Scores of California State Football Championship games 

 

1919  -  Long Beach Poly 21, Berkeley 14 

1920  -  Bakersfield 14, Berkeley 3 

1921  -  Bakersfield 0, Berkeley 0 (tie) 

1922  -  Bakersfield 18, Berkeley 12 

1923  -  Bakersfield 27, S.F.  Lick-Wilmerding 13 

1924  -  Berkeley 9, Bakersfield 0 

1925  -  Bakersfield 14, Covina 13 

1926  -  San Mateo 20, Covina 0 

1927  -  Bakersfield 38, Fullerton 0 

 
From Chapter 1: Birth of a Dynasty:  

 “In 1908, the first of many legends appeared on campus. Dwight M. Griffith was hired as 

a teacher and coach. Griffith was the head coach for every sport on campus; however, it 

was football that came to be Griffith’s first love. For the next 38 years, Griffith blazed a 

trail to which no other coach in the history of California football could lay claim. During 

Griffith’s tenure as head coach he led Kern County High (later renamed Bakersfield High 

School) to 19 Valley championships and seven State championships. His first of seven state 

titles came in 1916 and the last in 1927. Many people say the reason California did away 

with State championships was because of Kern County High’s dominance...” 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


