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The Voice for Private Schools in the CHSS

M. Mamilton
Kinter Hamilton was born in Western Pennsylvania in 1877. He attended Grove
City College and was an outstanding athlete as a track sprinter. He continued his
education athe Universityof Pennsylvania Law School where he played football
and ran track. He transfed to the University of Michigan and received his law
degree. He marriecmma andhey would have thregirls and twoboys Emma
passed away in193H.e moved to California at the
was employed by the Harvard School for Bayd902. Harvard was established in
1900 as a military school located near Western Avenue and Venice Boulevard in
Los Angeles. In 1911, Harvard became a-poofit corporation under the direction
of the Episcopal Church. —
Kinter began as a teacher of La@tonomics and history. He received his CLisLbEL
Teaching Certificate from theos AngeleCounty Board of Education in 1903. F d =
immediatelybecame a coach at Harvard with success in both track and footbz "
personally tried oufior the 1904 St. Louis Olympicd@nes in the sprint relayde
continued to run for the Los Angeles Y.M.C.A. track team and oftewith Dean
Cromwell the famous coach at USC

900’s (center: Coach K



In 1906, hisHarvard Schoadlootball team tied USC 6 6. In 1907, he helped
organize one of therBt high school athletic leagues in California. He was elected
President of the Los Angeles County League in 1908 which consisted of two

sections. Th&€ity Sectionof:

Los Angeles High School

Los Angeles Poly High School
Pasadenéligh School

South Pasadertdsigh School
HarvardSchool

Whittier High School
Hollywood High School

Long BeactHigh School
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and theSuburban Sectiooonsisting of
San Pedradigh School
GlendaleHigh School
MonroviaHigh School
ComptonHigh School
AzusaHigh School
AlhambraHigh Sdool

Santa Monicaligh School
BonitaHigh School
DowneyHigh School
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Seth Van Patten

It was during this time that he formed aiteg relationship with Seth Van Patten,
t he fiFoundi ng -F5dahisraatiamship,along Wwite thelr love for
track and field, irtiated the idea of a sports organization of high schools, run by
high schools and for the benefit of the stueathiete. On March 29, 1913, the
CIF-SS was founded during the Southern California Track Meet at the Y.M.C.A.
Field in Boyle Heights. Oneoféh f i r st champi ons at
hurdlerNourse.

t hat

120:yard hurdle race was made:

god. time, Nourse winning:
b.Seconds, after a hard race.



Kinter Hamilton was a strong advocate of the-SI& and his school was the only

private school included in the first competitions although Harvard School was not

a member of any specifieague in the early history of the C8S (except when

they were assigned to the football Suburban League in 1915). Harvard often
competedl asgaa $abhool and was very succ
track, swimming, cross country, golfandghnast i c s . Ki nteros as
CIF-SS lasted from 1914 to 1951. He was a member of theSGExecutive

Committee from 1935 to 1951 and was the President of that committee from 1941

to 1951. Il n 1927, he hel pehlbedamatme t he f i
fPreparatory Pr ep) Leagueodo i n 19 2 8RemasdantativeHa mi | 1
to the CIFSS Council until 1951. The first members of that Prep League were
Cathedral, EI Segundo High School, Pacific Military and Harvard. Through®ut hi
entirecareer with the CHSShe was a strong voice along with Van Patten (often
referred to as the ACzar o bedngaeostrel of hi
of all high school sports and his legal training served him Wellwasa buffer

between those #t wanted to separate the private and public schools athletically

and fought hard for the inclusion of all private schools in the &3F

He isthe fourth individual in CIFSS history to receive the Life Pass (1956).

The following is part of a hand writtdetter (later typed and placed in the €35

A Mo n BullétiggofMay, 1951) by Seth Van Patten
announcement of his retirement in 1951.:
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SO SR
Los Angeles Times (1923-Current File); Aug 19, 1942;
I’ro(;,}?uesl Historical Newspapers: Los Angeles Times (1881-1988)

CO-OPERATION—C.].F, Commissioner Seth Van Patten on are members of the C.I.k. exccutive commuttee and
shakes hands with Carson Conrad, civilion director of Lieut. Lloyd Horper. Left to right, Lieut, Harper, Nor-
Army Air Corps physical program at Santa Ang, after mal Hayhurst, Ernest Fischer; Van Patten, Conrad, Kin-
adopting Conrad’s program for schools this fali. Looking ter Hamilton, Bernard Bergstrom, Ralph Barnright,

Kinter Hamilton was very active in thmateur Athletic Uhion (AAU) and for X™oLympiaD
years served as the President of the Southern Pacific Association of the A/ os aveeies

1932

was instrumental in having the 1932 Olympic Games track and field trials ir
Angeles and was a Chief Clerk at those Olympic Games and could alway®
in the Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum during track competition in his red
Olympic coat. He was one of the premier track starters in the United States and
served in that function for almost his entire life.

Kinter became involved in the leadership of Hervard Schooafter his teaching

and coaching career and became known to his public administrator friends as the
Principal of the Harvard School. In actuality, he was the Associate Headmaster
with many of the duties of a high school public Principal.dswa difficult because
although he had most of thesponsibilities oA Headmaster, he had little

authority. He rarely saw things the same as the Bishop of the school who was quite
academic and Hunter was more practical min#a&ater Hamilton loved Harval

School and regardless of his official position was responsible for the school
becoming one athe besprivateschools in Southern California. One of the more
prominent moves Hamilton was involved with was the purchase of the defunct
Hollywood Country Qub on Coldwater Canyon in 1937 thanks to his friendship

with Donald Douglas, founder of Douglas Aircraft. Harvard School eventually
moved away from the boarding school / Mil
merged with Westlake Girls School in 198funter retired from Harvard School

in 1949 and worked briefly at McDonald Douglas Aircraft Company.



On Harvard Day June 11, 1942, the school dedicatedkimder Hamilton Field
Housewhich today remains as a practice and testing facility.

HARVARD DAY—Mrs, Percy M. Pike, president of the
Mothers Club of Harvard Military Academy, and Kinter
Hamilton of the school are looking over plans for the
new field house to be dedicated on June 11 at the school’s
annual Harvard Day celebration, o Fisiex Shata



