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MANZANAR HIGH SCHOOL PLAYS BIG 

PINE HIGH SCHOOL IN FOOTBALL 

 
Wednesday, October 25, 1944 

2:30 p.m. 

Manzanar High School Football Field 

1,000 Spectators in Attendance 

 

 
Much has been written on Camp Manzanar which is today a National 

Historical Site located just north of Lone Pine on Hiway 395. Manzanar 

(“apple orchard” in Spanish) was one of ten relocation camps for over 

110,000 Japanese Americans who were interned during World War II by 

Executive Order 9066. The camp was open from 1942 to 1945, and 

contained over 10,000 internees…it was one of the largest cities between 

San Francisco and Los Angeles during war time California. The plight of the 

internees was well documented in Jeanne and James Houston’s, Farwell to 

Manzanar: A True Story of Japanese American Experience During and After 

the World War II Internment. The story was made into a movie which 

continues to have an impact on the youth of California and the book is on the 

required reading list for all students. Manzanar was a thriving city and 

education was an important component of daily life. It is estimated that over 



50% of the camp’s population took advantage of the educational 

opportunities. 

 

Manzanar High School opened as soon as the internees arrived in 1942 with 

limited space, limited equipment, very few school supplies, and staffed by 

teachers who were often not credentialed. It was very difficult situation for 

everyone concerned and the teachers were directed to, “not allow the 

Japanese American child to become too absorbed in his misfortunes and 

feelings of being the only object of prejudice in America.” To cheer up the 

students of Manzanar,  the high school was essentially modeled after the 

typical California high school with lot of activities including clubs, 

cheerleading, plays and probably most importantly, a comprehensive sports 

program.  

The favorite sport was softball and practically all the students belonged to a 

boys or girls team. Volleyball was also very popular, particularly among the 

girls. Indoor facilities were not available until the auditorium was completed 

in 1944. Basketball was played outdoors on dirt courts and a golf course was 

built with sand putting greens. Regulation baseball diamonds were built for 

“hardball” and money collections were taken at the games to buy limited 

equipment. There were boxing clubs, track teams, tennis, weightlifting, 

speedball and over 100 individuals involved in wrestling. Coach Thomas 

Higa helped develop the sports and physical education programs along with 

Coach Shig Shiba who came from Banning High School in San Pedro. 

Varsity, B and C league competition was established and the highlight of the 

year was the competition in football between the juniors and seniors. All the 

competition was between grades and intra-mural. The students were in an 

internment camp and were never allowed to participate in outside 

competition. 

 
                                          Manzanar Senior Football Team 1944 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Finally, in 1944, a “two year old dream became a reality” (Manzanar High 

School Yearbook 1944-1945…the Valediction) as the football team “ably 

coached by Mr. Smith, marched on to the gridiron to meet the stalwarts from 

‘up the valley’ (Big Pine High School).” Daily life in camp was well 

chronicled by the “Manzanar Free Press.” The following is from the October 

25, 1944, Sport Section of the “Manzanar Free Press:” 

 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Football Program produced by the students at Manzanar High School 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The “Valediction” gave the following results: 

       
                    “After see-sawing back and forth on the field for an 

                      hour and a half, the ‘cardinal and gold’ (Manzanar     

                      High School colors) lads proved their superiority by  

                      coming out on top with a 33 to 0 score. In the 

                      preliminary, the Junior High School boys, coached by 

                      Tadaomi Marumoto, also were victorious, 26 to 0. 

                      Bishop High School was slated as the next victim, but 

                      due to unfortunate circumstances the game was  

                      cancelled.” 

 

 

 

 

 

The October 28, 1944, “Manzanar Free Press” coverage included: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The most poignant coverage of the game was written by “Manzanar Free 

Press” writer Bill Kitayama in his,  AS I WAS SAYING column dated 

October 28, 1944: 

 

 

 

                       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

From an oral interview (2008, done by Richard Potashin, NPS Manzanar 

Historian) with Clyde Taylor who played right halfback for Big Pine High 

School the following can be gleaned: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tadashi Tatsui (“Tubby”), the quarterback, wanted to throw the ball but 

every time they ran the ball they made a lot of yards so he never threw a 

pass. The real fast Manzanar players were from the San Pedro area. Akira 

Hirami (“Ack-Ack”) played at the beginning of the game. He said, 

“Everyone got to play because the score got so high.” The Manzanar team 

didn’t practice that much as a group because most of their sports were 

played in bocks (housing) vs. other blocks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 
Interview with Mrs. Fansler and Roland on the telephone…July 29, 2009 

 

Roland doesn’t remember that much about the game, but his wife was helpful in pulling 

out some info that came back to his memory of the game. 

 

Colors of Big Pine were green and gold 

 

The football players just wanted to play the game and were not concerned with the 

politics of the day regarding the Japanese and the war. They were nervous because they 

knew that the Japanese kids were fast and there were a lot of them compared to the Big 

Pine football team. 

 

Roland was big (bigger than his brother)…he is not sure his brother (Jack Fansler) played 

in the game and that he (Roland) was referred to as the Steam roller. Mrs. Fansler felt that 

Roland was around 6’3” tall and close to 230 lbs. He also was a good tennis player and 

played basketball in his work boots. In an interview done of Big Pine player Clyde 

Taylor, Clyde said it was Jack Fansler who was the steam roller. 

 

They could not find football equipment big enough for him so they asked UCLA to send 

Big Pine High School some big football equipment, which they did. UCLA wanted to see 

who fit into the uniform when the season was done. 

 

The coach congratulated Roland after the game for being the leading ground 

gainer…Roland laughed because he said, “he only gained 2 yards total.” 

 

Roland said the field was to the right of the entry to the camp and they played next to the 

road (Hiway 395). The field was all dirt. He said they used the gym as a dressing area. 

After the game, Roland said, “we got patched up and came home.” 

 

Rev. Glenn “Tex” Evans, minister of the Big Pine United Methodist Church, was very 

active in youth activities and may have been the coach. He was instrumental in them 

playing the game because he felt it was the ethical thing to do, even though it was not a 

popular thing to do among the Big Pine community due to the war feelings. Many felt it 

was unpatriotic. Rev. Evans later started the Appalachia Service Project: 

 

http://www.asphome.org/docs/fp/FP_2009_Q1.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.asphome.org/docs/fp/FP_2009_Q1.pdf


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the 1945 Valediction yearbook. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

BIG PINE HIGH SCHOOL 
Big Pine, California 

 

 

 

Home of the Green & Gold Warriors 

 

Hi-Lo League 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

BIG PINE HIGH SCHOOL 

 
(Photos taken from the 1948-1949 Big Pine High School Yearbook) 

 

George Bradley and Bob Fawley both played in the 1944 game against 

Manzanar High School…they played in the 7
th

 & 8
th
 grade game. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Two schools during very difficult times remembered what true 

sportsmanship and “Pursing Victory with Honor” is all about. Big Pine 

High School continues as a viable member of the California Interscholastic 

Federation Southern Section (CIFSS) and an important competitor in the Hi-

Lo League. Manzanar High School is long gone…only a memory to those 

young internees who spent their formative years there and tried to live a 

normal life. The couple hours of normalcy before 1,000 fans on October 25, 

1944, will live forever in the hearts of the courageous boys from “Up the 

Valley,” and those incredible Manzanar High School students who deserved 

much better from all of us. 

 

ON APRIL 22, 2009, ALMOST 55 YEARS SINCE THAT 

WONDERFUL FOOTBALL GAME, THE CIFSS 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE VOTED UNANIMOUSLY 

TO GRANT AN HONORARY MEMBERSHIP TO THE 

CARDINAL AND GOLD OF MANZANAR HIGH 

SCHOOL – FOREVER A MEMBER OF CIFSS. 
 

 

“Thanks to the men of the 1944 Big Pine ‘Warrior’ football team 

and the black and gold clad men of Manzanar High School 

coached by Mr. Smith.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
The Big Pine football game was the only interscholastic athletic event that 

Manzanar High School had the opportunity in which to participate. In a sad 

story, the basketball team was scheduled to play Bishop High School in 

November, 1944, but was denied by the Bishop Board of Education. The 

following from The Final Report, on education at Manzanar, shows the 

courage of the Study Body at Bishop High School: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Bishop High School’s student government including Student Body President 

Mickey Duffy (1945 Bishop High School Yearbook). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

It is interesting to note the effect of losing excellent Japanese American high 

school athletes had upon the high schools which lost potential players to the 

relocation camps. The following is from An Athletic History of San Diego 

High School, during the WWII days: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Sports at Camp Manzanar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 


